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Chriſtian Reader; 


WW Ith thee, this Soldier muſt bis Quarters take, 
If not for's Worth, yet for his Caprains ſake : 
His Caprain zs thy Saviour, and mho will 
Anſwer for ſlighting ſich a General's B!!}. 
If thou a Preface large doſt bere expe, - 
This Man of Arms-that Cuſtom doth rejeR : 
And without furtber Prologue, tells thee, he 
1: one of thoſe upon the Mount that be : _ 
Who with the Lamb, agaznſt the Beaſt make War, 
In's Front hebears the Father's Character. 
Fear not his Inſtruments of Warr : for thoſe 
Diſcharg'd are ouly at the Churches Foes. 
When be doth ſhoot, thow'lt clearly ſer at whom, 

"ey'r Beaſts at Rome, or Monſters here at Home. 

nd inthis Canfe, our bold Diſciple here. 
\rrikes at the High-Prieſts Had no! Malchus Ear, 
Hee'l teach to Fence, but with a holy Slight, 
The Devil and bis Agents how to Fight. 
If thou wantſt Arms, and Voluntier wilt be, 
"8 Perſe this Book, thou'le find Artillerie. 


Rey. 1 +. 3; 


I Tim,6. 19, 


ph, 6» II, _ 


_ 


CESETTRSES 
EEE 


Militant Chriſtian ! ' Art thou ſo ? 
Trinmphant Saints mere once ſo too : 
Who now inſt alled are on bigh, | 
Above the glittering Starry Skies 

Good Soldier js thy proper Name : 

O Heroe of [mmortal F ame | 

[; Chriſt Captain? thy Cauſe is good : 

He Conquer'd all that bim withſtood. 

T hou baſt the Armonr that He wore : 

T hou haſt his Magazine and Store. 

T bou haſ# the Engine which He us'dy 

The Weapons that the Warid refws'd. 

T by Walls are ſtrong, thy Towers tall ; 
Which none can Penetrate or Scale. 

T box need'ſt not fear, where thou deft go 
Let all the world tby Warfare knoy. 

Now as into the Field thou gres, 

Embrace thy Friends, and face thy Foes. 
March forth, Chriſts Suldier, take the Field : 
BeV aliant, make thy Foes to yield. 

March after him nko led the V an, 

And evercome thee then, who can. 

Heroick I alour doth become 

One fighting Hell, and facing Rome : 

One Marching throngh the Pikes and Spears, 
Thich Champions have ſurpriz'd with fears. 
Let Devils, Men, Wortd, Death and Sin 
Refift thee, thou the day rilt win. 


When 


When great ones who the Lamb Opel ty 
Sba/l ſlangbtred Be, to feaſt the Crons : 
Hardneſs endure, and faithful be 

Till Death, thy Enemies will flee. 

phen thou thy Serwice haſt renvan'd : © 

T by Captain then, will have thee Cronn 4. 
And after thon baſt wow the Day, 


T by Maſters Foyes ſhall be thy Pay, F- 


Rev.19. 17, 
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Mart. 25. 33s 
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llitant Saint, advance, dran near, 
Unto this Soldier lend thy Ear : 
And hear a Metaphor Explain'd, 

what is by Allegories pain'd. 

He opens to thee, thy Kelation 

To Chriſt, the Captain of Salvation, 
How thou cam'ft to be of his Band : 

Thy Duty, bis Words of Command. 
What potent Enemies with thee F ieht : 
And how to pat thews all to Flight. 

To keep thy Ground, and face thy Pos, 
And Conquer all that thee Oppoſe. 

He ſhews thee ea ons, from the Word, 
Surpaſſing Great Goliah's Sword. 
Armour of Proof, He will thee tell, 

To Shield thee from the Shafts of Hell. 
He ſhews thee how to Fence and Ward ; 
Thy Head and Heart how thou may /t Guard, 
A Mighty Engine to be bad, 

E xceeds al! Archimedes made. 

Better than thoſe that were made uſe 
For, or again#t great Syracule. 

A Glorious Standard in the Field, 

To anim.ts Friends, and make Foes yield. 
T ve T rw:pet ſounding, Come away 
Arave I 0/untiers, and win the Day. 
3valls, Bulwarks, Toners, Impregnable, 
Kbich can'; be won by ſtrength of Hell. 


Here is enough, what wilt' have more ; 
Here is Chriſts Magazine and Store. 
Here is Euconrapewent to eudure, 

T howgh Service bard, yet Pay is ſure. 
# hen thou baſt ended all thy Strife, 
Chriſt will thee give a Crown of Life. 
Now C hear upz Chriſtians get Renown : 
Follow thy Captain, take the Crown, 
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All the Mi Ma a 


.. and true Followers of CHRIST the 
CAPTAIN of ouy Salvation. 


Dear Hearts, 


*Ou are the proper Patrons. of this: poos 

Piece: N ny Marched forth =_ 

- the wide World , it, can expe&t Shal- 

| * ter ahd SanQtuary fram none but you. 
Should it. happen: to fall into-.its Knemies Qpar- 
ters, the- Papi/ts,8&c, they will give it no Quar- 
ter, but will ufe it worſe» than an Enemy, Te 
makes,bold for toTravel abroad without any Cer- 
tificate, but its own Word, Do not make: it a 
Let-paſs, and'ſend it home for want of a Better, 
Though the TREATISE be like the Au- 
thor, a Stranger and Pilgrim in his own Coun- 
trey ; yetentreat it well, entertain it, though but 
fora N 19ht. Let Brother ly, love continue 80 unbols 

(a2) the 
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THE EPIS 
the, Dyor ; and then, be nut forgetful to entertain 
Strangers, for thereby ſome have entertained An- 
:4s knawares.” Let Truth be as welcom as any 
2Rn on Earth,or as any,or all the Angels in Hea- 
ven. Its Errand.is to ſave your Souls from the 
Fife of Hell, andhat is better then to be prefer= 
ved from the Flames of Sodow, The Treatiſe, 
like mAapy a- Suldiegpiegt out a Scpyting on alow 
Horis, andwwith mean Apparrel, but with good 
Armour and Weapons ; for it wears the Armour 
of God : And like a Maſter-Fencer,teacheth the 
uſe of the Spiritual Weapons of our Wartare, 
whib-are the beſt i ths World. Auld encoura- 
geth, and diredeth tothe Faithfitl performance of 
the*Molt Critical; \Difficult Croſs-bearing, and 
Self-denygng Service for Chrift, It you ask me, 
why I ſent it forth into the Field,and Mount it on 
the Stage, ſeeing ſo many valiant Worthies are 
there already, and entred the L121] muſt" tell 
yOu, That the Field is free for every Soldier, and 
i loþk-upon it a8 dury, to do Service or 
Coptainat his' Call, fo well 'as another, \4 

Ehrifts Service will be never the worſe dongyhe- 
cauſe performed ty many hands. Divers Reve- 
reddN ich Men bavecaſt Millions-1nto the Lords 
Treary: already, out of their abundance of: Coin 
of the'ſame Stamp, and yet there 1s toom enough 
for my poor Mite to come after, and &Kowe doth 
cal} for it at this time, The belt Preachers and 
Pruiters, are but Stars of the firſt Magnitude, in 
the Right hand of the Son of Righteouſneſs, and 
ſhine in a borrowed Light from Him. And why 
ſhould not lefſzr Stars in the loweſt Orb ſhine in 
their Spheres, to give light to this dark World, 
when 


THE EPISTLE. TO” 
when enlightned with the fame Sun? And'wiy* 
ſhould not a deſpicable Glow-worm onthe Eatth, * 
ſhine to ſhew the glory of his Creator,:ſo well as 
great S.xtarn the higheſt Caleftial Planet? Iam 
willing my Light ſhonld be put out,like the Stars 
in the Morning, ſo as the Sun might take place, 
and ſhine all day : 'And: willing to ſhine 1n 
borroived Light, though at neverſodark a Mid- 
night of the Militant Church, 'So that Chrit may 
Encreaſe, 'I am contentto Decreaſe : Though 
ſome are for Monopolizing of the Service,and the 
Pay in this World, yet I ſhall endeavour to per- 
form-my- Duty to God, as my Father, and to 
Chriſt, as my CaptAn ;' and through Grace, in- 
tend -to put 1m for-the' Portion of a Child, tor the 
Pay of a Soldier, and for thereceiving of a Soul- 
converting Miniſter, to ſhine a lutle among the 
reſt of the Stars' above the Chriſtaline, in the 
Kingdom and Glory of Heaven. ES 
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Again; I know not how near my Glaſs is run, 
and how ſoon the ſhadows of the Evening will 
overtake me : And: have ſpent a great'deal of 
time about a Little, little Work, I would now 
pat on a Holy, Covetous, and Ambitious frame, 
to donble diligence, and do much in a little time 
for my Great Mafter z To fpread Truth a great 
way , many Wayes, and to many metr at'one 
ume, 4 | 

This Book may Ttavel- where the Authot'can- 
not, yea,where the Anthor knowves not : It may 
have its Liberty, when he is in Bonds; it may 
ſpeak, when his mouth is opt z it may dwell in 

England, 


 Hyporrates, 


England, when he is Baniſhed; and remain. ay 
a Trophy of Truth, and Pillar to Pofterity, when 
he. is dead ; and,as another Abe/, wbo being dead, 
T ſpeaketh : And as a Statue of Braſs, holding 

is dead hand with a living voice, pointing to 
every Traveller the right Rode, ſrying, Thi « 


the goed 0/d way, walkin it. It was the ſaying of 


a Nacuralit, Ars /onga, temps breve, T bat Art 
is long, and time is ſhorts The Chriſtian may 
ſay ſo here, The Art of well-lzarin'g the Le(- 
ſon of theCrols is a long Art, andthe time of 
Preaching ox bearing of the Cro's 18 but ſhoyt. 
He deſyes .now to be making his Tomb, whil& 
others are. byilding of'Tabernacles ; and to Per- 
fume his Name and his-Grave with Truth, betfoce 


he lies down, in the Duſt. 


The, Captain of our Salvation, although his 
Name was as Odoriferous Oyntment poured-out, 
yet he had need of Precious Oyntments of Spike- 
nard very coſtly, to anoint him whilſt alive,".to 
prepare him for his Death, and Mytrhe, Aloes,: 
and much Spices, to Empalm him, and keep him 
ſweet inthe Grave, | | 


And ſome of his followers have nee1 of Salve 
for the ſame Spe, that they be not buried: alive, 
nor ſtink when dead. 

Again, the great Apoſta/ſie of many Profeſlors, 
yea, andigreat Preachers to0. The long! tail, of 
the Beaf full of Apvſt ate mendring Stars, that ares 
fallen from Heaven, and (wept away alteady, 
and the ſhakivg.of many more, The Timoyoule 
neſs, 
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EPISTLE, 


neſs, the Temporizing, the Cowardiſe, the Fears 


fulne(s and Falſeneſs, the Morofity 'and Bter- 
neſs,the Mutiningaane Malice,&c. that 1s _ 
the Saipts, The little Preaching; Preſſing, a 
PraQtifing of the pure Worſhip of God. The 
yoice of the Serpent Satan ſpeaking in ſo many 
precious Peters, ſaying, Aaſfter ſpar thy ſelf. 
The hearkning ſo much to Carnal Pradence, and 
ſo little to Precions Chriſt, The Danger that 
Chriſts Intereſt 1s in, and the little Valiantneſs 
for the Truth upon the Earth. The doubts and 
fears that many labour under about the right man- 
per of Worſhipping God, and the backwardneſs 
of many td lend their great Torches to light the 
little Candles. Theſe, and the like, have wet 
my Pen with Ink, my eyes with Tears, and ex- 
torted theſe lines from me. 


Fellow-Soldiers , and Chriſtians, may it do 
you any Service, take it amongſt you, ſuch as it 
Is, Silver and Gold I have none to give,but Truth 
x better, and ſuch as I bavey give { unto you. I 
have, through Grace, freely received, and I freely 
vive. The Captain of your Salvation hath given 
you himſelf, his Body, his Blood, his Soul, his 
Spirit, bis Raimeot, his Armour, his Truth, his 
Light, his Life, his Love, his Peace, his Prayers, 
his Grace, his Glory, his All. So all that I have, 
and am, in him, from him, and through him, do I 
tender to you, to live and todye with you, and 
tor you, 1n, and for the Truth. I ſhall not anti- 
cipate any part of the Treatiſe here, nor bring 
forth any of the Furniture of the Houſe, to _ 
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THE EPISTLE, 
the Porch, An Engineer will not make a gres 
Sconce to little Fort, nor many Flankers to a 
ſhort Line ; but will keep to Geomerrica! and 
Military Proportion, And now fellow-Soldiers, 
and Saints, having commended this Treatiſe to 
you, I commend you to the great Shepherd of 
the Sheep, and the Captain of our Salvation, be- 
fore whom we {hall all appear at the General 
Mufiter,. and Rendezvous at the great Pay-day, 
when Saints Militant and Triumphant, God, An- 
oels and Men, ſkall all meet together at once, 
Let us fo fight the good fight of Faith, and be 
Faithful in the Warfare of the Lamb, that we may 
ſee one another with comfort then ; and to moſt 
of you I ſay, 'Farewel, Farewel, until that day, 


Militant Chriſtian : 
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JEsus CHRIST. 


LET 


2. IM, 3. 3: 


Thou therefore endure hardneſs, 45 a good 
Solater of Jeſus Chrift. 


\ 
HE Title of this Epiſtle tells us who was 
the Author of it, and to whom it was 
principally written. And by the Epifile 
it ſelf we are informed when, and from 

whence. 

It was written by Pas/, from Rome, when be , 7;1. r.17. 
Was a Priſoner there m the bonds of the Goſpel. & 1, 18. 
When he was ready to be offered up, and the 
ime of his departure and Martyrdom was at hand. 
nd here note by the way, from the circumſian- 
es of the Epiſtle, 


Thats 


TH E E P I ky *i ; 
the Porch, An Engineer will not make a gre? 
Sconce toa little Fort, nor many Flankers to 
ſhort Line ; but will keep to Geometrical ant 
Military Proportion, And now fellow-Soldiers 
and Saints, having commended this Treatiſe t: 
you, I commend you to the great Shepherd 
the Sheep, and the Captain of our Salvation, be 
fore whom we ſhall all appear at the Genera 
Muſter,. and. Rendezvous at the great Pay-day 
when Saints Militant and Triumphant, God, An 
els and Men, ſhall all meet together at once 
Let us ſo fight the good fight of Faith, and bi 
Faithful in the Warfare of the Lamb, that we ma! 
ſee one another with comfort then ; and to mot 
of you I (ay, 'Farewel, Farewel, until that day. 
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Once, 


nd be OOobD SOLDIER 


moſt OF 
JEsus CHRIST. 


2 Tim. 2. 3. 


hou therefore endure hardneſs, as a good 
Solazer of Jeſus Chrift. 


HE Title of this Epiſtle tells us who was 

the Author of it, and to whom it was 
principally written. And by the Epifile - 
it ſelf we are informed when, and from 
rhence. 
It was written by Paw/, from Rome, when be, 7;,. 1.17. 
as a Priſoner there m the bonds of the Goſpel. & 1, 18. 
hen he was ready to be offered up, and the 

we of his departure and Martyrdom was at hand. 
ind here note by the way, from the circumfan- 

$ of the Epiſtle, 


That 


” Obſerv. 1. 


2 Cor. 6.5. 
Eplu 4- I» 


Ecclel, 1 9+ 


Rey. 2. 10. 


Odſer. 2. 


Chriſt. 


4... +: Intereſt. of Cirift-and the Goſpel.  Cliits bY 
S4am"ſ0 hi Pp 
= Dn niſters ſkould be like Sampſon, who when his 


1 — = 
That .it is no new thing for the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, to Le Priſoners of jeſus Chriſt, hk, 
Paul was a Priſoner ſeveral times, as well as. 
when he wrote this Epiſtle ; 1n ſtripes, in impri» 
ſonments,&c. Panl was a Pluralitt in reference 
to his Stripes and Impriſonments, but not in re» 
ference to his Benefices and Livings.. 1 therefore, 
the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, 8c; So that 
the Wiſe Man's Poſition and Obſervation is in 
this made good : 7 he ching that bath been, it is 
that which [hall be 3 and that mbich is done ts that. 
which [/all be done ; and there i; no new thing un 
der the Sun. Peter and the other Apoſtles were 
1mpriſoned ; they were put in the Common Pri- 
ſon, for about 1600 years fince. An the 
Pcophet was put intq a Dangeon, / fcking in the 
Mire ; and divers others of the Prophets were 
Priſoners and Captives ſome hunfqreds of years 
before the Apoftles times; and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt revealed to his ſervant Jubn , That the 
Devil ſhonld caſt ſome of the Charch of Smyrna 


into Priſon.. 


Secondly, That neither preſent Bonds ,;108 
near approaching Death, ſhould diſcourage C uſt; 
Miniſters and Servants from the promoting a he 


Intereſt of Chriſt and the Gofpe). 


When Pax! was a Priſoner at Rome, and ready 
to be beheaded by Nero, then did he dire arid 
encourage 7imthy to proſecute vigorouſly the 


ſtrength was betrayed from him, — 


fallen into his Enemies hands, and was neareſt Chriſt our 


. (3) 


his death ; then be pull'd down the Pillars of the Caprai = 
houſe,and did the greateſt Exploits. And ſo ro ledvardeſt | 
Servants of the Lord, when they are mo reſira1- us, when he 
ned, ard neareſt their end, ſhould ſtrive to pull or —_—_ 
down the Pillars of Satan's Kingdom,aud do Orea- —_ __ 
teſt exploits for the Kingdom ot Chrult, Mane end ; oo in 
firogeles and m—_—__ hard for life, as the dy- *®: Gurden, & 
ing man ; and (o the dying Preache ing 22 tne Crols; 
Saints, ſhould above of others ane rn yi _— 
all times ( when the ti g -— OO— 
the time of their departure 1s at for him. Chriſt 
hand ) have the ſtrongeſt pangs and Rragling for pulled down 
Chriſt and the Goſpel. Ther latt works ſhould *be pillars of 
be their beſt works. The Lord Jeſus commends 22m £08- 
the Church of Thyatira, that her /aft works were cops wg 


better t on the Croſs, 
ben the firſt. —— 


Thirdly, That nhat the Wicked deſign , and Obſer. 3 
dive at , in perſecuing and impriſ»ning of the a” 
6:4 and Servants of God, us nit attained 
y ther. 


They intend the obſtruQtion, yea, t in- | 
Aion of Goſpel-tight, and nary Morgen he: 1 A 
hes add. we trouble as an 

x extirpation of the power of godlinels, and evil doer, uzto 
proteflors thereof z bur you ſee how much they bonds ; but the 
are diſappointed. Pax/ wrote this, and ſeveral :” ord of God 
others of his Epiſtles, from Priſon. The holy * bound, 
Scriptures Were enlarged by Paxi's a EO II 
ment ; and Goſpel-work went on the more vi- Truth is like 
gorous. And then both his Pen and his Bonds *< Camomil, | 
did preach Chriſt, ſpread the Goſpel, and con- "**,poreit is 
firm the Saints the more. Phil. 1. 12,13, Bae 1 _— = 
w94/d ye ſhould TS ae the ing, ana "2 


4 
(4) 
which happened unro me,have fallen out rather unto 
the furtherance of the Goſpel. Sothat my Bonds in 
Every drop Chriſt are manifeſt in all the Palace, and in all 
cf my bleed other p/aces. And many of the brethren in the Lord 
ſha | preacly waxing confident by my bonds, are mach mere bo/d 
Chriſt, ſaid to ſpeak the Word anhout fear. 
F abr14145. ; 6 , 

Pau/'s bonds did ſound at Ceſar's Palace, and 
were manifetted there,and 1n all other places;and 
the Brethren were conhrmed,and waxed the more 
bold ; and the Word was preached without fear. 
The words of Chriſts Prz/5ners are next memora- 
ble and affe&t1119 to the words of a dying man. The 
Priſoners are Martyrs in a degree, and ſo they 
ſpread the truth, So that great Perſecution we read 

Ad.8.132»3:4- of at the death of Stephen the Deacon, how did 
that tend to the tartherance of the Goſpel, When 
th2y were all tom topieces,and fcattered abroad? 
Then they that were ſcattered, went every where 

K:0r H ſt, of pre-ching rhe Word, Upon the occaſion of burn- 

Scotland. ing Mr. Patrick Hawmi!ton, ſaid John Lindſay to 
Biſhop Berroun, Ay Lord, [f you burn any more, 
y2u will deſiroy your ſelves : If you mill burn them, 
let them Le burnt in hollow Cellars; for the ſmoak 
of A1r Hamvlton hath infetted as many as it blew 
DIM, 

Th: Goſpel gets ground by Perſecution, When 
Tyba was bad into the Ifle of Parmes, then 
dd the Lord Jeſus diſcover thoſe glorious and my- 
Nerious traths cortained in the Book of the Reve- 
lations, Which neither himſelf nor the Churches 
before did know. Ah Sirs ! God outſhoots the 
wicked in their own Bow, and makes the Bonds, 
te Baniſhmeats, yea the very blood of his perſe- 
cured ſervar:ts,to ſpread and confirm his truth, and 

to 
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(5) 
to encreaſe the number of believers, And this 
hath anciently been received for a trnth, and now 
orow1) proverbial, (Sanguts Martyrum eft ſemen 
Ecclefie) That the blood of the Martyrs 1s the 
ſeed of the Church, 

But now to haſten to my Text. 

In the whole Epiſtle are theſe four things con- 
tained, 


1. The Inſcription, 
2, The Introduction, 
3. The Subje& matter. 
4. The Conclofon. 


The Text is contained in the Third of theſe, 
viz,. the Subje& matter of this Epiſtle, 

The Apoſtle having dire&ted and exhorted Tj- 
mothy unto a faithful and induſtrious diſcharge of 
his Miniſterral Office both towards thoſe that were 
without, and towards theſe that were within ; he 
takes it for granted, that the faithful diſcharge of 
his duty in the work of the Goſpel,would neceſſa- 
rily expoſe him to much hardſhip, perſecution 
and affliction,as well as it had himſelf; and thence 
perſvades him to hold out, and endure whatever 
befalls him. 

In the Text are conſiderable Three things, 


1, The Duty. 
2, The Motive. 
3. The Manner. 


Fiiſt, A Duty which Pas/ prefleth here upon 
Timuhy, and that is, To endure hardneſs. 
Secondly, 


1 

Secondly,” The Motive to it. And thatis taken 
from his Relation to Jelus Chri't, as his Soldier, 
Timothy, thou art a Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt ; theu 
haſt entere1 and liſted in his ſervice, and thy ſer- 
Vice may be hard, Do thou therefore exdure bard- 
neſs,becauſe thot art his Soldier. 

Thirdly, The manner of performing this duty, 
Endure hardneſs as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
De thy duty, endure the hardneſs of thy ſervice, | 
as a good Soldier Afght to do. Pc) | 

So that in the words you may take notice of | 
theſe two things : 

Firſt, ſomething plainly (appoſed. And here 
are theſe two things ſuppoſed, and taken for 
eranmeds 3 55 7 

I, That Timothy is a Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pau] makes uſe of that Title, and that Relation 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as a Soldier, to preſs him to his ' 
duty. 

2. That the diſcharging of his duty to Jeſus 
Chriſt, will expoſe him to hardneſs, 

Secondly,Here is ſomething plainly exprefled; 
and that is, that he muſt endure the hareneſs which 
1s incident to that Relation and Employment. 


= 


T hon therefore endure hardneſs 4s 4. good Soldier 
of Tefus Chriſt, "ONT 


I ſhall briefly open theſe two things in the 

, Words,and then give you forth the Doctrinal Con- 
clufion, which I intend to. proſecute. | 

I, What we are to underſtand by being a Sol- 

-drex of Chriſt, 


2, Whit 


[9 ) | 

F2, What MK 18it0- endure bardne: as pray TRA "q 
Saldiex of Jeſus Chriſt, 

The firſt is taken in Scripture either Properly, zrofleired) * 
or Metapborically. Mil Eee _ 

1, When itis taken Properly, it 15 underfiood.. 
for a perſon that 18 employed in Milhtary Aﬀuts,; 
and bears Military Arms, and'1s under Miltzy 
Command and Pay. So was the Centurion and 
the Soldiers under \ Matr. 8.9. For-1 aw «4 
wan ander Authority, having. Soldiers under me ; 
and 1 ſay to this wan, Go, and he goeth; and.to 
another ,C ome and be cometh ; and to my ſervant, 
Do this, and. he duth it. 

2. When it is taken Metaphorically, then-itis 
to be underſtood: of a Chriſtian that 1s engaged 
and exercyſed in. the holy. Warfare of a Chniban. 
Profeſſion under Jeſus Chriſt, to-follow. him as his 
Captain-General in the Milicant Church. And ſo 
dy way of allufion and analogy, he-is called a Sol- 
dier, becauſe he -hath;/his ſpiritual Combats' and 
Co flits, and thelife of a Chriſtian is a life of 
trouble and hardoeſs, as the life. of 4' Soldiers ; 
and ſowe are to underſtand by Saldier: 1h the 


$0 


Text. 
wa thenthe ut Soldier ie af oſere” 
priated, or applye tony. fort;or 6 
Miniſters ; | Oncdurire/ng and ir gommay)1 to all 
tiue Chriſtians, The title of So/dier 15 not adiſErys! 
ans» og e, to diſtinguiſh. Goſpel-Minilters 
rs, as the titles of: Ambaſſador, Paſtors 
Evangeliſt;E/der and Biſhop do: Wiuch are.tiles 
approgyiated to their Office: So that Tyworhy- i8 
not called a-Soldier (ſo much): becauſe he* 1s:a0 
Evangelif a5 becauſe be is a Profeffor of Garift 3 


Or 


: : 
_—OF.- 


X4XLEFEI ov. 


or at leaſt not only becauſe an Evangeliſt, 

Secondly, To endure hardneſs as a good Sol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Endure bardneſs. The word fignifies,not to be 
afflicted only, but patieotly to abide all kind of 
afflitions and injuries with a Chriſt-like ſpirit,as 
the Captain of our Salvation did endure hardneſs, 
and bare affl:A:on. But more of this in the pro- 
ſecution of the DoQtrine, 

And nowlI am arrived at theſe two DoErinal 
Canclafions, which lie viſible in the words. 


Firſt, That every true Chriſtian is a Soldier of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

Secondly, That it is the duty of Chriſts Suldiers 
to endure the hardneſs of that Relation to Teſus 
Cbriſt, in their profeſſing of bim. 


I ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe : 

That every true Chriftian 1s a Soldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

* I. I ſhall ſpeak to it by way of Proof and De- 
monſtration. 

2, By way of Uſe and Application. 

I ſhall demonſtrate the truth'of the Propoſiti- 
on, in theſe following Concluſions. 

Firſt, Every trae Chriſtian is called and choſen 
by Jeſus Chriſt unto his ſervice, John 15. 19. /f 
you were of the morid, the world won!d love bis own ; 
bat becauſe you are not of the world ,but I bave cho- 


ſen you out of the werid, therefore the worid hateth 


you. There wasa time when the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, and al! other believers, were of the world, 
and under the Regiment of the Prince of this 
| world; . 


(9) 
world, but (through theriches of his Grace) he 
hath called and choſen them to his own ſervice, 

And not the Apoſtles of Chriſt only are thus cal- 
f led and choſen to the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
0: I likewiſe all believers. Rom. 1. 5, 6,7. By whom 
wy xe have received Grace and Apsjtleſhip for obedi- 
ence 10 the faithzamong all Nations, for bis Names 
og) ſake. Among whom ye aiſo are the called of Jeſu 

Chriſt. To all that le in Rome, le/oved of God, 
” called to be Saints. They are called to Chriſts ſer- 

vice, and choſen to be his Soldiers. This you may 
ſee to beclear, comparing my Text with the next 
of following verſe. Pas/ had no ſooner perſwaded 


Timthy to endare hardueſs, as a god Soldier of 2 Tim. 2.3, 4; 


- I Jes Chriſt ; but preſently direQs him how to 
pleaſe Chriſt, who had choſen him to be a Soldier, 

Secondly, Every true Chriſt:an hath accepted of 
Chriſts ſervice, and voluntarily liſtzd under him. 


" ag pun Chriſt doth conquer, and encline the 
Wills of poor finners towards himſelf, they come 

o. 2) volunteers unto him, and lift themſelves un, 2 
der him, Thy people ſha/l be willing in the day of Plal. 110.3. 
thy power, Others many times do preſs and force 

ti. {en ioto their ſervice, and keep them by force 

IM vben they have gotten them ; but Jeſus Chriſt 

on I brings over the ni//s of his Soldiers unto himſelf, 


If Itis ſaid, 2 Cor. 8.5.But firſt geve their own ſelves 
tothe Lird, and unto us by the will of Gid, As 


> WY Chrift gives himſelf to believers, ſo they alſo give 
þ W'bemſclves unto him. That is a glorious Propheſie 
of MWof Jeſus Chriſts ſhewing how ſweetly he brings 
1d, Mo fioners unto himſelt. 7/a.1T.10, And in that 
his 44) there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſpall land 


fur an enſign of the people, to it ſhall the Gentiles 
ee, &c | C Third- 


TIavorais 
fignifies ſuch 
complcar Ar- 
mour as Co- 
vers all rhe 
body, and 
leaves no part 
unfenced, 


10y 


Thirdly, Every true Chriſtian hath his Arms 
and Weapons appointed him,and given forth unto 
him, by Jeſus Chiiſt, We may ſee the Chriſtians 
Armory, a whole Catalogue ot it, Eph. 6. 11,12, 
13,14,15,16,17. There 1s ſpiritual Furniture and 
Armour for the Chriſtian, Cap-a-pee,from head to 
r00t ; there 1s the whole, and the holy Armour of 
God, There is the Breaſt-plate of Rignteouſneſs, 
to ſecure and ſafe-guard the heart, which is the 
chiefeſt place of all. And there is the Gird/e of 
7 rath, to faſten the Breaſt-plate, and gird about 
the loyns, for the firengthning of the body. And 
there 1s Armour for the feet,to ſecure them in go» 
ing on, thay the Chriſtian may ſtand ſecure, and 
march ſafe ; Having your feet ſhod with the Pre- 
paration of the Goſpel of Peace, which ſome ſay 1s 
underſtood of Patience in enduring and holding 
out. There is the He/met of Salvation for the 
head, and the Smord of the Spirit for the hand, and 
the Shield of Faith to Carry before him,to ſave the 
forepart of the Chriſtian. 


* Hereyou ſee Chriſts Soldier in his Arms com- 


pleat , Here is Armour Offenfve and Defenſive, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath given forth to the Chri- 
ſtian, whereby he is fitted for any ſeryice, and to 
encounter with any Enemies whatſoever : Every 
truth of Chriſts word, and every grace of his Spi- 
rit,is a part of the Chriſtians Armour. Now what 
ſhould the Chriſtian do in Chriſts Furniture? why 
_— he bear his Arms, if he were not his Sol- 
1er e 4 

Fourthly, The Chriſtian hath his Warfare ap- 
pointed h m, and his Enemies diſcovered to him, 
and is commiſl;oned (with his Spiritual wer 

a 


and Armour) to conflict with them. The Lord 


nto Jeſus Chriſt hath commiſſioned every Chriſtian to 
al1$ enter the Combat With all his Enemies, whether 
2, Foreign or Domeſtick, whether External or Inter- 
and nal, whether Secret or Open. There is no Gene- 
I to ral in the world can have a more ample and uni- 


verſal Commiſſion, then that which the Lord Jeſus 


eſs, hath given to every Chriſtian, 

the Fult, There are Foreign and external Enemies, 
+ of MW which are without the Chriſtian,and they are to be 
out reduced unto theſe four heads, 


I. The Prince of the world. 

2, The Menof the world. 

3. The Luſts of the world. 

4, The things of the world. 

Fiſt, There is the Prince of the world, The 
great Dragin,the old Serpent, called the Devil,and = fo Yo 
Satan : The Captain-General of the Helliſh M+ ,, Epeckites 
litia, that makes War againſt the Lord Chriſt, given to this 
and his Church;and every Chriſtian hath a plenary cruc] Enewie 


Commiſſion to enter the Liſt, and engage and fight of the —_— 
urcin, 


om- W thoſe Principalities and Powers , thole ſpiritual 
ſroe wickednefles in high places. The Devil bids de- 
'hri- MW fiance, and proclaims open War againſt Chriſt and 


1d to MW Chriſtians, and all Chriſtians are commiſſioned to 
very MW the beſt of their skill, and the utmoſt of their 
Spi- W power, to put on their ſpiritual Furniture, and to 
what MW refit the Devil, Eph. 6. 11,12. Put onthe whole 
why WM Armour of God, that ye way be able to ſtand againſt 


the wiles of the Devil ; for me wreſtle not againſt 

fleſh and blood,but againſt principalities and powers, 

againſt the Rulers of darkneſs f this world, againſt | 

foivinual wickedneſs in high places. , 
Secondly , There arc the men of the world, 

C 2 ho 


who are the ſubjects of this Prince of darkneſs,the 
Soldiers of this Captain-General, the Militia of 
Hell, the Auxiliaries of the Devil, the Seed of this 
old Sepent. 
They have the ſame ermity 1n their natures 
againſt Chrift and bel1evers, that 1s in the Devil. 
Joh. 8. 44. Ye are of your Father the Devil, and 
the Iuſts of yrur Father ye will do; be Was a murde- 
ror from the beetnning. Now the Lord Jeſus hath 


ray i729. commilion ed every Chriftian ( with his ſpiritual 
_ weapons) to conflict with them, and to contend 
ſie) 3, Come . SER : ; 
rd withy, Cxarneſtly for the Faith which was once delivered 
4 lc imports wnto the Saints ; for there are ungodly men crept in 
an ho: and gnarwares. &c, Ungodly men tnat do oppole truth 
viclevt heli, aud houboets: and With theſe(like valiant Soldiers) 
—_—_ ir:ſtanc tiey maſt contend earneſtly, they muſt hold faſt 
Conelitialn, - J ' c 
Lies Crit, Frath and holineſs let the men of the world be ne- 
| Sac. p. 9g. Ver ſo much caraged againſt them,to hate,malign, 
and perſecate tnem, 
Thudly, There 1s the luſts and wickedneſs of 
| TJ b.5-19. theworld, 7 he whole w2r/d (faith John the Apo- 
le) lieth in wickedneſs. Aud as the whole world 
of the unregtnerate lieth in wickedneſs,ſo there is 
much of that wickedneſs, alſo, that lieth in, and 
-—— HM dwelleth in theHeaven-born ones themſelves; they 
Sun weduce DIVE then /ufts chas war in their members, and the 
excicits; ici> believer is to oppoſe and reſiſt all fin in the higheſt 
#5, c/t exprd;= degree. Not only to avoid evil, bat the very ap- 
rronem ſoſcipio pearance of evil. The word (ignifieth a ſhape or 
| #f 6:10 1324) Lepreſentation of a thing,rather then the thing it 
gum ome ſ&!f. The ſhape or image of fin is to be avoided as 
| Ferifirat m;. ſe!f. The ſhape or image of fin 15 to be avoided 
| /iro. a dangerous enemie, whether extrinſecal or intrin- 
| £35 Toyngs fectl, whillt *tis but in the Embryo, in the bud or 
biofſom ; when fin is but {in its appearance, 
every 


Wevery Chriſtian 1s to appear againſt it. 
of Fourthly, There are the things of the World, 
this {both adverſe and proſperous ; the one agaiiift the 
Chriſtian by threats, menaces, and diſmal frowns; 
res Wand the other by treacherous ſmiles, and fawning 
vil. Minfouations ; and both theſe are dangerous Eae- 
ind Mnics to a Chriſtian. The Apoſtle muſters up a 
de- Enbole Army of theſe ; The AfiiiCtions, Crofles Ro-b435, 3» 
ath Wand Perſecutions ot the world, as being got into 
ual Mthe open field,and drawn up in a Battalian agaiaſt 
end MBclievers.7ribalationdiſtre/s,perſcontion,famine, 
red Mnckedne/s, peri!, ſwerd, killing all the day long,and 
rin Miting accounted as ſheep for the | m.onbn Lord 


ath zſus, the Captain- General of our ſalvation, was 
rs) {purſued by the afli tions of the world. Ze was a1, $3, . 
faſt Wm of ſorrons, and acquainted with grief 3 and 


ne- Mherein he did lead the Van, aud left an example, 1 Per. 2. 21, 
on, {Ment Chriſtians ſhould follow his ſteps. 
And for the proiperous things of the world,they 
of {Wave their hooks ard ſnares hid under their plea- 
ant baits , and their flatteries and allurements are 
1d {Wore dangerous then the former, becauſe they lye 
eis {Woe occult and ſecret; they come like Jadas, 
1nd th their FJail Maſter, and betray: and like Da- 
hey i/ab to Sampſon, to fawn and flatter on them, to 
the Mid our their irength, and cut it oft. The riches, 
jeſt nours, and pleaſures of the world, have their 
ap- {Wares and tings. 7 hey that nill be rich, fall into * Tim. 6. < 
\ Or emplariony and a ſnare,and into many fooliſh and 


? It wiful luſts, which drown men in perdition and 

| as eſiructiin, 

To 39s 1s that part of the world that the D-vil 14. , 
or Pptzd rhe Lord Jeſas withal, when he thewed 


ce, Wn «ll the Kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
ery ot 


Proy- 1: 32+ 


Mar::$.19, 
John 17.8. 


2 Cor. 6. 20+ 


20 Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever [ 


14 
of them. And ſo the Devil and Corruption works 
by theſe to duck-coy and enſnare the Saints. Many 
ſinners are utterly deſtroyed by worldly proſperity 
T he proſperity of fools ſtall deſtroy them. And 
whereas Adverſity (with Sa/) (layeth his Thou- 
ſands, Proſperity ( with David ) layeth his Ten 
thouſands, Ir deſtroyeth the wicked,and it pier- 
ceth,woundeth and endangereth many a Saint. 
Fifthly and laRly. Every true Chriſtian is under 
the abſolnte and indiſpenfible Command of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When he commiſſioned his di- 
iciples to preach and baptize, they were to teach, 
That all Chrifts Commands ſhoald be obſerved, 


command you. 1 have given them the words which 

thon gaveſt me, and they have received them. 
Some have defined a Soldier to be one that is 
out of his own commang;and out of his own diſ- 
poſe; but is at the Command and Diſpoſe of ano- 
ther; and fo 1s the Chriſtian, he is not at hisown 
command and diſpoſe, but under the Command of 
Jeſus Chriſt, And ye are not your own, for ye art 
boueht with a price. He bought and redeemed all 
true believers with the price of his own blood, to 
his own ſervice ; and ſo he commands them upon 
accompt of the Title he hath to them, and the In- 
tereſt he hath in them. He hath more then the Cre- 
ation-right unto them,they are his by Purchaſezthe 
Lord Jeſus hath redeemed them from the miſera- 
ble bondage,captivity and {lavery of Sin and S- 
tan,that they ſhould be his own,and ſerve him for 
ever. That we being delivered from the bands of 0a 
Enemies, might ſerve kim without fear, in holineſs 
and rishteonſneſs before him all the days «f ri 
| a 
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Much more might be ſaid,for proof and demon- 
tration of the truth -of the DoRrine ; but ſumm 
up the particulars of what hath been ſaid, and the 
total will amount to enough to paſs this for an un- 
doubted truth, That every true Chriſtian is a Sol- 
dier of Jeſus Chrilt. 

I (hall come now to improve and apply the Do» 
Arine. Aad I ſhall ſpeak but to one Ute of this 
Do&rine, and ſo pals to the next : 

Which ſhall be to exhort Chriſts Soldiers to 
obſerve his words of Command , and to acqut 
themſelves as good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. 


pline, and this is the firſt of Command of Jeſus 
Chriſt, your great Commander and Captain-Ge- 
neral, that I ſhall preſs upon you. And take it in 
the Scripture-diale& and form of ſound words, as 
the Apoſtle hath it, Eph. 6. 11,13. Wherefore 
take unto you and put on the whole Armour of God. 
Par on all your ſpuitual furniture,every grace of 
the ſpirit,not only in the habit,but in the exerciſe, 
life and power ; Do not think it enou2h that you 
put on the habits of Grace ; you muſt put on,and 
handle Grace in its exerciſe. A Soldier 1s but little 
the better if he hath Arms delivered him, if he do 
not handle them, and uſe them; and ſo it is with. 
Ciriſtian, 

Rog here let me mind you of theſe Three 

NZ . 

1. That you ſee it bethe true Armour of God 
that you do put on. There is a great deal of falſe, 
counterfeit Armour in the World, take heed that 
you 


Put 0n, and hand/e your ſpiritual Arms. This 1s Word of 
the firſt Word of Command in Military Diſct- Command, 


Rem,13. 12. 
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you be not cheated with it : There is the Armour 
of common Gifts, and common Grace,which hy- 
pocrites put on and hardle , but you muſt put on 
ſpecial ſaving Grace, that accompanies ſalvation, 
thoſe better things, and things that accompany 
ſalvation, which the Apoſtle tpeaks of ; that is, 
thoſe things that Apoſtates and Hypocrites never 
had, notwithRanding their ſplendid gifts, and rai- 
ſed parts. Ah Chriſtians 1 look thar you put on, 
and handle that Faith which overcomes the world, 
which Toba ſpeaks of, 1 John 5.4. And this is the 
Vittory that ruercometh the nor/d, tven our faith, 
Look that you take unto you the right Shie/d, the 
ri0ht Breeſt-plate , the right Helmet, the right 
Sword,&c. See that your works are wrought of 
God, that they are perfe& before God ; be ſure 
it is the truth of God,and the holineſs of God. Let 
us therefore caſt off the works - barec 5,4nd let ut 
pict on the armonr ef light. Take heed that you be 
not cheated with Armour of darkneſs inſtead of 
Armour of light , do not put on counterfeit Grace 
for true ; And the Ertors of Anrtichriſts forging, 
and Humane Invention, for the true Armour of 
God. No Armour is ſafe, but what is of God. 

2. Puton, and handle all your Arms. Put on, 
and exerciſe every Grace,and every Truth ; every 
Grace of the Spirit of Chrift, and every Truth of 
the Word of Chriſt,is a piece of ſpiritual Armonr, 
and all muſt be put on ; the whole Armour of God 
muſt be put on ; ar therefore add one Grace un- 
to another, until you have put on all Grace : Add 
to your faith,uertue ; and to vertuerknowledg ; and 
to knonledg. temperance ; and to temperance, pati- 
ence ; and to patienceygodlineſs ; and to godlineſiy 

brotherly 
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lrocherly kindeeſs;and to brotherly kindneſs,charid 
ty. Never leave adding, and putting on of Grace, 
zntil you have put on and exerciſed all-Grace, 

And ſoput on likewife-every Truth of God / 
cover your ſefves with Grace and Truth, from top 
to toe: Satanjis a $Kilful warriour,a cunning fencer, 
and he will make his play where he hath moſt ad= 
yantage to harm-yon : If the He/met be not put on, 
2 Soldier may be wounded mthe head ; and if the 
Breaſt-plate be nat on,the Chriſtian may be woun- | 
ded at the heart. Put on every-truth, ard every 
Command of Feſus Chriſt; and herein-you w.ll ac- 

it your ſelves the Soldiers, yea the friends of 
fefa Chriſt. Ye are my Friends if you do whatſo= 
ever / command you. Yield the ſame ſubjeRtion to 
_ Chriſt, as the Centurion's- Soldiers did te 

m, Mat 8.9. And bave Soldiers ander ms, and 
I ſay to ont, Go, and he goeth; and toxantther, 
Comeand he cometh 5 4nd to my ſervant, Do this, 
and he 41th it, O Brethren and Soldiers of Chriſt x 
d you likewiſe be at the beck and check of Chriſte 
receive and obey every truth of Chriſt, that the 
Lord Jeſus may not complain of you, as he did of 
thoſe Complemental Profeſſors ;' And by call ye 
= Le, Lord, And do nos the things that I ſay ? 

uk,6, 46, ' 

Thirdly, Put on,and uſe every piece and part of 
50.r Spiritual Armour,in its right & proper place; 
you have Armour for every part compleatly fitted, 
(%here you have need to wear it, and uſe it) and” 
ſor every time and occafion when you have need 
loexerciſe ſt, Put on and exerciſe every grace in 
tsproper place and time, this is the duty, the. 
beauty, and afery of Chriſts Soldiers; Rows. 12.72. 

D Rejoj= 


— 


Eph, 6. 16+ 


Rey. 13.10, 


1 Joh, 5+ 3+ 


Jam. 5.13+ 


Te v.25 IIs 


Joh. 15. 12. 


1h 


Rejoycing int bope,patient in tribulation, continuing 
TS Ka. Sometumes a Chriflian has 
needt © exerciſe one grace, and ſometimes ano- 
ther ; and ſometimes divers graces at once. 
Sometimes Paith is the bearing and moſt neceſ- 
ſary grace to be uſed ; and above all you muſt put 
on Fauth,che Shield of Faith.;, above all,the ſhield 
of Faith muſt be put on 3 Sometimes Patience,and 
then yon mult in patience poſſeſs your Souls.SOMe- 
umes both, - and-then, Here is the patience and the 
faith of the Saints.Sometimes Love 13 the bearing- 
orace, and then the Commandments of Chriſt are 
made eaſe, Sometimes the grace of Joy is ma 
proper,and {ometimes godly ſorrow. If any among 
you be afflited let him pray; ts any merry ? {et him 
fing Pſa/mes. And io put on ard exerciſe eyer) 
truth of Chriſt in its proper place and ſeaſon, - 4 
word fitly poken,is like Appies of Gold in piftures 
Silwer.  [ bave many things to ſay unto you (( 
Jeſus Chriſt to his Diſciples) but ye cannot brew 
them now, How did the LordJeſus make nſe of one 
truth after another, in their places and ſeaſons? 
Mat 4.from wer. tothe 11, When thePrincedf 
this world made. an onſet on him, how did heat 


; Ir 1s written» ggyer every Temptation with a ſuitable * Scripees 


et? He puton truth in its proper place and ſeaſon, 
and ſo avercame the Devil: And ſo the Soldiers d 
Chriſt muſt exerciſe and, uſe the Sword of the Sp- 
uit as theirCaptain-General hath ſhewed them,Al 
Chriſtians ! put your Graces in exerciſe in ther 
proper placesy and ſo put on,and exerciſe truth in 
Ks proper place:: Put on truth in the heart as wel 
as inthe head ; the heart is the moſt proper place 


Luke 8. 15, forthe Word of God, 7 he Word waff be received 


anll 


1 
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19) 
into g10d and beneſt hearts. An Chriſtians! /et the 
word of Chriſt, and the grace of Chriſt duel richly 
in you. And this is the firſt word of Command 
which (from Jeſus Chriſt) I preſs upon you. 


Secondly, Ser your Watch, and keep it ſtrift. The ſecond 


This is another of Chriſts words of Command. word of Com- 


How often is Jeſus Chriſt inculcating this word of mand. 
Command and Chriſtian-duty upon h s Diſciples 
and Soldiers ? 7 of a Soldiers duty lies in wat- 
ching ; and ſo do much @f a Chriſtians. Aſar.13. 
33, 34+35, 37. There is Watching preſt in all 
thoſe 4 Verſes, Watch, watch,watch, And what 7 
ſay unto you, I ſay unto all men, Watch. A man 
cannot be a good Soldier without watching ; nei- 
ther can a man be a good Chriſtian without watch- 
nz: Oh the much watching-work that Chriſts 
Soldiers have appointed them | There is watching 
required to every duty, and in every duty. Some- 


times it is Watch and pray ; Sometimes Watch un- Mat 26-41. 
r Pet, 4. 7. 


Luk. 21.36. | 
2 Tim. 4.5. 


to prayer ; Sometimes it 18 /atch and pray 4/adys; 
Sometimes it is Watch in 4/! things, But I ſhall 
amplifie this duty a little in few Particulars, that 
you may ſee what need there is of it, 


Firlt, There 1s watching required unto every yyaching re- 
Duty,that it be not negleted. watch unto prayer, quired unts 
28 before , and there is reaſon for watching unto every Duty. 


every other duty, as there is for that; and then 
there is Watching in prayer ; and fo there is the. 
lame required for every other duty. 

All Duties maſt be watched unto for the mat- 
ter of them, that they be performed ; and then we 
muſt watch in them, that we perform them in a 
risht manner, 

D 2 Seccnd- 


(20) 

' Many enewiies F Secondly, There be many Enemies to be wat- 
& x0 be »25chede _ __ awry Foreign and Domeſtick, Exter- 
'F Forcien 'cne- nal and Internal. 
-F ' mics a be Fiſt, F ergign Enemies from without muſt be 

| watched, warched againſt. 

The Devil to + _T+ The Devil,that formidable, cruel,malicious, 
| be warched fſubtile enemy muſt be watched diligently; for he 1s 
againſt, -- always anchiin: waiting, and ſeeking to devour, 
Ws 1 Pet. 5.8. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your ad- 

"abundantly 927 ſary the Devilzas a roarin Lionywalketh about, 
| whatcauſc we ſeeking whom he wAy devenr. He Was for winnow- 
have to watch ing of Peter, for buffeting of Pax!, and was {0 


this enemy,in bold as to ſet upon the Lord Jeſus himſelf; he hath 
Mr. Brook his 


x 
” 
- 


ops his fiery darts to caſt, his impoiſoned arrows to 
Trexiſeivs {hoot,and all kindof Stratagems and devices to 
his Precious deſtroy ſouls; how ſubtilly did he deceive'our firſt 
Remedies Parents, when in a tate of Innocency ? and ever 


againſt Satans fince it hath been tiis great work to deſtroy ſouls; 


What was ſaid Watch-Tower, and ſet out your Sentinels, keep 
of Matcel# © out your Scouts and Perdues, tmt you be not hurt 


_—— ' bythe* wiles,temptations,in jections,or machina- 
encra ay . Io : 
_ cruly lai 4 tions of the. old Serpent the Devil ; he will uſe 


of the Devil, both force and flattery to do you miſchyef, and 
that he can» therefore be ſure to watch againſt him.. 

not be quiets ] | 
Wer 14/io, nec viftus ; Neither conquered, ner conqueror. * Epbeſ. 6.11, 
| p$hodeiau, infidie, the word fignifies Artificial , crafty conveyance & 
matters, winding up and dewn, and turning cvery way to get the greae 
us rclt adyantage. | F473 65 ws =: ita 


| 


MePicet. Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! be ſare to ſtand on your 


| Fo 2. The. wicked of the world do call for you 
tar renkgs watching ; for they watch for yout haltings to do 
be watched You 4 miſchief, and to difhenour Chriſt, Ti 
«gzinſt, Wicked natcbeth the Mghtrons, and fecketh q fy 

| - 


——_— = WW GW 


at. Wi. Oh ! watch and walk ſo, that your enemiey 
er- 


ith their moſt critical obſervation, may have no 
jaſt occaſion to ſpeak evil or you, or to calumniate 
x accuſe you, but in the things of your God, as 
ras ſaid of Danje/. You haveneed to keep up Dan, 6: F. Þ 
your watch exceeding ftriR,in reference to divers 
ts of wicked men; ſome of them watch and 
waittoreproach and perſecute z others there be 
that lic in wait todeceive,to poyſon you with errox 
and wickedneſs, to ſeduce you from the pure Do- 
&rine and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. Eph.4-14. 
bat we be no more henceforth Childrenteſſed to and 

fro, and carryed about with every wind of Dottrine 
by the ſlight of men, and cunning crafiineſs, nhere- 
by they lie in wait to decerve.Beware of men, (ſaith Mar. ro. 17. 
Chriſt ( beware of falſe Prophets, Soldiers of Mar. 7. 15+ 
Chriſt,vatch and beware,becauſe of wicked men, 
Bleſſed is be that watcheth and keepeth his Gar» Rev. 16.\[1y+ 
ments. 

3. The things of the world muſt be watch'd mY Som F 
whether adverſe, or proſperous. the waeld] 

I, The adverſe things of the world muſt be ug be 
watched, that they do not ſurpriſe us when they watch'd, 
come, nor fink us when they fall upon us. Fob 
Was good at watching this way, Fob 3.25. For the 
thing that 1 feared greatly, is come upon me; and 
that which 1 mas afraid of is come unto me. AﬀiiQti- 
ons and perſecutions muſt be watched, that we be 
not offended when they ariſe. We read in the Pa- 
rable of the Sower, that the ſtony ground is he that 
heareth the ward, and anon with joy receiveth it, 
but when perſecution or tribulation ariſethbecanſe _ 
of the Werd,by and by he is offended. 4nd bleſſed Mat. 13, Ifts 
(faith Chuſt) 3s be,wboſcerer ſhall nor be offended *% 


"- 


* Mar, 11.'6. fin me.And bleſſed is he that ſo watcheth,as ret t A; 
be offended in Chriſt when afflitions and perſe-Þ; 
Ccutions comes 0n, 

2. The proſperous things of the world muſt he 
watched, that they donot beguile and betray the 
Soul. If Moſes bad not kept up a fiti& watch 
againſt the dangers of worldly proſperity, he could 
never have made ſuch an honourable and honeſtre- 
treat from them, to ſave himſelf harmleſs from 
them, as we find he did. By faith Moſes nba 
Hb; 11, 23, Þe was come 20 years, refuſed to be called the Son of 
24,25.) Pharaohs daughter; chuſing ratber to ſuffer afflictin 
with the people of Ged, then toenjoy the poſer 

fin for a ſeaſon, &c. If he had not kept up a tri 
watch, he could never have made ſuch a bleſſed 
cheiſe, and made ſuch an honourable retreat, Ah 
Soldiers of Chriſt ! watch againſt all worldly pro- 
ſperity, for it is for your lives 5 how many have 
been pierced thorough by 1t with many ſorrows? 
x Tim, 6. 9. hoV many have been drawn into a ſnare,and many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts,which have drowned men in 
perdition and deftruttion? Watch therefore again 
all the proſperous things of the world. When Bui 
was tempted with money and preferment, he at- 
ſwered, Give me money that muſt laſt for ever,and 
hnuur that may eternally flouriſh. Galeaſuns when 
under the like temptation,notably anſwered, Thev 
woney periſh with them, that accounts not one day 

communion with Chriſt letter then all the world. 
4 4. The luſts and wickedneſs of the world mult 
_— inbe watched againſt, whether external or intemal; 
| Hewarla — Mhether corporeal, or ſpiritual: How can luſis and 
«muff be war- Wickedneſs be ſhunneJ; how can we eſcape tbe c0r- 
* gþed againſt, ruteion chat 35 in the wor/d chrough luſt, c ws 
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YApoſile hath it) if it be not watched > Remember 
eBlyaysthat word of the Lord Jeſusto hisDiſciples, 
atch and praygthat ye enter not into temptation.  Mat-26. 4ts 
Secondly, Watch eſpecially your Domeftick Dorteſtick 
enemies, for they are the worlt and mofi dange- cnemies muſt 
ous. Sin is a wretched, treacherous Inmate, an Þ< watched. 
enemy got into the ſoul ; and 'tis always workung 
todo us hurt, For the fleſh luſt eth againſt the ſpirits Qal, 5.19. 
&c. Abſtain from fleſbly Inſts nbich nar againſt 2 Pet. 1.4+ 
the ſou/. Verily, there is much need of watching | 
of Wau (elves,and praying with that godly ancient Li= 
here, 41e 4 malo iſto homine me ipſo.) Lord delivers + 
me from that evil man,my ſelf.The nearer an ene- 
my is, the more dangerous : the thief inthe houſe 
hath more need of watching, then thoſe more re- 
wote. There is need of a world of watching in this 
Microcoſm, this little world,the Iſle of man ; Oh 
the many ports and parts that are to be watched, 
the many guards that are to be kept,the many Sen- 
ticels that are to be ſet forth} there are out-guads 
tobe watched, and in-guards tobe watched ; all - 
the membersand ſenſes of the body,all the powezs 
and faculties of the Soul muſt be watched ; every 
paſhon and every luſt muſt be watched, if ever a 
Ciriftian will dwell fafe. All the Senſes and Mem- 
ders (as ſo many guards) have need of watching, 

- ſin do not go in or out at them,or be ated by 
them, 

I, There muſt be a tri watch ſet, and Centi- 
nels put forth at the Eye. How did fin enter our The gn _ 
brſt Parents at the eye, looking on the beauty of 
the fruit? How dangeronſly did David fal!, for 
Want of watching his eyes > how did the beauty of 

ab/heb4 open a paſſage through the eye, for A- 
dultery 


_w 
- 


Deur, 15.9. 


Prov. 27, N 


2 Pet.3. 14. 


The Tengue 


muſt be war; kept a watch upon his Tongue + and leaſt his own 
- watch ſhould not be ſtrit enough, he deſires the 


ched,, «©, 
Pſal, 39.1. 


Pſal, 141.3. 
Mar. 12.36, 


x Per.2. I. 
Eph.4. 29. 


Jam.; 3,6: 


The Ear muſt 


be watched, 
Jam.i. 19. 


Mar. 4. 24. 
Luk. $., 18. 


Rey. 3.6. 
The Hands 


and Feer muſt The Scripture tells us of Hands that ate full i 
de yaiched. © bribes and blond, &c. of Feet that be ſwift co ſhts 


Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, 


(24) 
duſtery to inſinuate it ſelf in firſt, and murder of 
march Malter, We read in Scripture of an-evi/ey 
of an vious eye, Of 2 proud look, of eyes full 
adultery, &c,And then is there not need ofwatet 
ws this gate ? Fob 31.1, 1 made a Covenant with 
mine eyes, ; 

2, And fs the Tongue muſt be watched. Dayil 


Lord likewiſe to ſet a watch at that paſſage,thatnſſ 
miguity might ſally out. Ser a watch(O Lord) bel 
fore my mouth,heep the door of my lips, If for every 
idle word(as the Lord Jeſus tells us )we muſt give 
an account in the day of Judgment : If we ate fo 
bidden all evil:ſpeaking,and that our words ſhould 
minifter grace unto the hearers « If there be thoſe 
that watch us ſo exaRtly to make men offenders fir 
a word ; andif the tongue be afire, and a world 
of iniquity,- (as the Apoſtle ſaid) then there i 
need of a world of watching about the Tongue, 

3; The Exr muſt be watched, 'that is a paſſage 
where fin doth enter the ſoul. As the Tone muſt 
be watch'd that it be (low to ſpeak, ſo the Ear miſt 
be watch'd thatit be ſivift to hear. Take beed((aith 
Chriſt) bat you bear; and take heed how you hear, 
The Ear muſt beſhur and barracado'd againftall 
fin and vanity, and opened wide to receive ever 
trath, and whatever the Lord doth ſpeak to us, 
He that bath an ear to hear, 1et him bear what itt 
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4. The Hands and the Feet muſt be watched, 


&F, 4. as A aw ao. alt fro is bon G&Scoacn& * 


blood. The Feet muſt be watched whither thef 
$9; 
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96; ind the Hands muſt be wAtched what they do: 
The Scripture-Biſhops muſt watch that they be no ' 
frikers, as ſome that call themſelyes Biſhops. And 
hat they /ay hands ſuddenly on no wen, either the 


 covice, or the protane, as others of them do; that 


have neither true grace, or Miniſterial gifts, 
As theſe Out-guards muſt be watched, ſo there 
are likewiſe In-guards to watchiSofdiers of Chriſt, 
here are theſe. two In-guards thats we'muſt ſet a 
very. ſtrict watch at;viz.,The Head,and the Heart, 
the Intelle&uals, and the AﬀeRions, = 
:, The Head,the IntelleQuals muſt be watched, The- Head 
that error and ſpeculative wickedneſsgo not in; or muſt be 
abide in the underſtanding. The Underſtanding watched. 
maſt be kept-pure and chaR; ſpeculative wicket Te Fieare 
neſs muſt be watched, and kept oat of the Head, Me 
l it ſhould march from thence ito the Heart; _ + 
which is the common road of f&n.-\-If the Under- 
ftanding be not wateh'd, Satan wili quickly make 
theHead his ſhop to forge contertiplative wicked- 
neſs,and we fhall grow vain in ons Underſtanding, 
. 2, The Heart-muſt be watched: that is the Main- 
punrd: Faith-is the ſhield which above all other 
pieces of Armor muſt be put on; and ſo the Heart 
1s the Main-guard, -which above all other guards . 
muſt be watched ; If that be taken, all is taken: 
endif that be loft, all is loſt, It:concerns' your - 
hfe to keep a tri watch on your hearts. K-+ep Prov. 4; 23. 
tby heart -with all diligence, for ont of it are the Lud cor not 
{ur of life.” Thoſe Soldiers had-need look about {ai _ .." 
, that have many enemies, and the worſt of 4... 1.» 
enemies got mto the midſt of their' Garriſon : And iy Re(igion;ir 
thus it is with every Chriſtian ,- There are many not dots, 
Enenics in Arms in their vety bowels ;. and the 
? b worſt 


rt doth nog © 


Ft as 
. worſt of enemies x: there fin and: grace is wreſhh... 
ling and firugling-like the Twins in Rebecca 
Womb,in all the peywers and faculties of the ſoul” 
There be the ſemanals and principles of all the 
laſts mentioned Afat.15.19. (in the very hear 
When cy. 1d if they be not watch'd,they will ally out,a 
foftoms was march one after another, For one of the beart pref 
threarned by ceeds evil thought s,murderr,adauirerici fornicatin 
Eudoria the ropefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies. What a file 
_—_— G . enemies doth the Lord Feſus mention here } 
Ie? thoughts, like frontiers or file-leaders,put beſorei 
zell her, (nil | 
niſt peceatuon and blaſphemies as bringers up of the Reer : ,C 
times) I feax Chriftians 1 Soldiers of Chriſt ! us here not need + 
nothing bur of watching, if the caſe Rands thus? / Oh hi 
— MF . » {Þowd Chriſtians, like Centinels,- examine tha 
Le feared ang thoughts, and all that go in and out, to know. 
watohed,2s fin they are for, and what is their bufineſs, whete 
in the Heart, they be for Chriſt, or for Satan and the World, i... 


Cl 


| 


3. There is need of Watching, becauſe-ye! 
Captain-General will come theRound himſelf,n 


Chriſt coming _ . 
will be ſecrer, D<Rold all your poſtures. Hewill come bum{dly 
like » thick in and try _ Ceatinels, and ſee what Watch you 
the night. Kkeep,and what readineſs you are in. - And hend 
Mar-13-33 he doth preſs thisduty of watching(frequently a 
3+ 35236" . his Soldiets)becauſe himſelf comes,and will-come 
The wiſe Vir-,. Ape 
gins,ſo well as like a Round atafr uncertain time, to: try the 
1k the fooliſh are 7 «ke ye heed, watch. and pray, for ye know wot 

| . ſubjeft to be jt j; ;hat theSon of Han mill come,wnhether at rot 
found _ or at wid-night, or at the Cock-crowing, or intht 
es. By -—" — ef coming {uddenly be find you ſleepin 
Chriſt Qall 4nd har 7 ſay upto you, 7 ſay unto all, 
come at mig- What Soldier will be carele(s and fleeping, whe 
nlghe ro de- his General intends to go the Round himſelf? 1 


held them, {za great crime in Military Diſcipline; fora Sdv 


| (27) | 
TW ier to leep on his Watch, I have read of 'one 
c Wommander that Nab'd his S Idier to death,in the 
þ ome place as he found him {1 eping ; and looked 
""Wpon it as an a&t of Juſtice, to leave him as he 
Sound him. Mortuum invenis mortuum reliqui, I 
*"Fo2nd him dead in ſleep, and left him but afleep 
ndeath, Oh Chriſtians ! if your Commander will 
ot deal ſo ſevere with you, yet you may be ſure 
hatthe Devil would be glad to take you at ſuch 
adyantage (if poſſible) to deſtroy you for ever; 
lies in wait for this very purpoſe, 1 Pet,5.8. He 
* Mecherh whom be may devour. 
Y} Thirdly, Obſerve thepord that your Commander The Thirg 
«th given you. It is a duty of great importance for word of 
ldiers to keep the Word: But it is of much more Command, 
ancernment for the Soldiers of the Lord Jeſus to 
p hisWord, their lives are concemed in keep- 
ns of it, Blefſedneſs is prononnced and entail'd to 
eeping of the Word.B/eſſed are they that bear the Luk.1y. 23. 
ord of God,and keep it, What an honourable com- 
nendation was that, which the Lord Jeſus gave 
"Wie Diſciples to his Father? Fob. 17.6, 8. And 
"We have kept thy Word. For I bave given thews 
te Words that thou gaveſt me,and they bave recei> 
ed them, Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! your great ſafe- 
j will be in keeping Chriſts Word : Keep the 
lord of Chriſt, it will keep you,and Jeſus Chriſt 
. l keep you in an evil day. Rev, 3.10. Brcauſe 
bon haſt kepe the tyord of my Patience, 1 alfo will 
ey thee from the bour of tempt ation,Ofc. This 
hurch of Philade/phia did Keep the Word of 
ori, when ic was the Word of his Patience ; 
Fhen many did ftrive to wreſt it from them, and 
*Wocnit cot much patience to keep it,Oh Chriſti- 
E 2 ans ! 
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24 
ans ! keep the Word,although it may be the We 
of Chrifts Patience, | Ww 
Th: Feurth —Fourthly. Keep your Renks and Files the plan 
Word of and ſtations wherein your great Commander ba 
C ommanc. placed you. Military Diſcipline doth appoint eve 
xy Officer in the Army his proper place; andere 
private Soldier ta abide in the ſame. rank and fi 
and place where he 1s put by his Commander, a 
none may alter their tation,nor alter their poſtue 
upon their own private account: And theLorddod 
require the ſame order to be obſerved in the Mili 
x Cor.y.243 tant Church, Zet every man wherein be i; calle 
| ' therein abide with God, The private Soldier my 
not take upon him to command without a Con 
miſfion ; nor may an Officer acquit his Comm 
zhen pleaſeth himſelf;ſuch prepoſterqaſneſswoul 
quickly breed confuſion in an Army;and ſo it w 
prove of like 4/1 conſequence in the Church 
Chriſt.. The Jun "on Wh in Chief may preferC 


degrade his Soldiers as ſeemeth good to him , b! 
they may not, he cannot diſpoſe of himſelf. Whe 
David was called from keeping the ſheep, tog 
vern /ſrae!, Gods flock ; when Peter, Andre 
Fames and John are called from being Fiſhers, & 
be Fiſhers of Men, (Preachers of the Goſpel) th 
one muſt leave his flock,and.the others their boat 
| andnets, and take their places to which they a 
At.1-26> falled: If Mgthias, be-called' into Fuqas 
*?* place, he muft then advance ; If Srephen,Philip 
Prothorms,&+c. be called to be Deacons,they mi 
then take their places. That God: who hath pl 
ced.ſach order amongſt the other Creatues 
Heaven 2ndEarth,it the Sun, Moon and Stars ket 
an their own Spheres,and move un their ownOns 
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If the Sea hath its bounds and limits ſet , beyond 
which it may not go : Can it be imagined that the 
Church of Chriſt ſhould be a more diſorderly 
piece,. then the inanimate and irrational Crea- 
wes? The Church of Chriſt is his Myſtical body, 
and all Believers are ſo many Members of that bo- 
dy; and there is the ſame order in-the Myſtical, as 
in the Natural body, every Member in his prapes 
place, and for their proper uſe. | 
. Fifthly, Keep with your Colonrs.It's uniſhable The Fifck 

by Martial Law, fora Soldier to lie dehind, ar word a 4 
ftragole from his Colours , but death without, | 
mercy to depart quite from them ; And ſo it is the 

ſame here by the Royal Law of the Lord Jeſus, he 

will knock and laſh his Soldiers that lie behind 
W and traggle, and condemn thoſe to death without 

mercy that depart from him, in leaving his Truth, 

his Ordinances, his Profeſſion, 0 as never to re- 
Wrn, | 

Peter was made to weep bitterly for his ſtragling, Ma% 26. 75, 
Chriſts Colours are diſplayed, and hung forth no 

where but in the field of his own pure Goſpel Or- 
Fx dinances, and held forth by none but his own 

Companies; his own. Goſpel truths are the Co- 
W lours that he would have his Soldiers and Compa- Fabius Mar, | 


W nies fallow. - cauſed the 


. ; hands of all 
The Church was careful to keep with. her own 6 he 


be Company, and with the true Colours, Cant. I. 7: had ficd from 

"7 1! me (O thou whom my ſoul loveth) where thou the Ronan 

il ſredeſt, and where chou makeſt thy flocks to reff at Standard, to be | 
" 120n + for why ſhould I be 45.one that turneth afde,©** Te mm: 
es fly the flocks of thy Companions? The Church would F9 9h = 
keel not turn afide into other Companies, and other wardly Sqldiv 
uy flocks, called here the flocks of Chriſts Compa- gs. Pala = 
N1ONS, 


| 
| 2. Cor. 11, 13, #arve!, (faith the Apoſtle) for Satan bi 


If 


| 


: 
: 
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exa©- ' 010ſu; were, put 6n a Surplice to cover his error, and pres 
tend to innocency and purity,under his irreligiony 
Fermalities. Therefore ( ſanh he ) it isno great 


2 Theſ. 3. 9, us, T bat the coming : Fama 6 the man of fn, 


frans ſeauttio. 


(36) 
nions, which many Learned: Interpreters under: 
ftand to be the Companies of falſe Prophets, and 
falſe Chriſts,which ſhall come inChriſts name,and 
ſay, Here is Chriſt, and there is Chrift, and' ſhall 
deceive many, Mat. 245, 23,24. Brethren, the 
Devil, falſe Teachers, and Impoſtors have they 
counterfeit and falſe Colours to diſplay, but take 
heed that yon donot fellow them, but keep with 
yuar own Captains Colours, It is uſual for Pyrats i 
to carry falſe Colours to decieve the innocent 
Mariners, they have theit Engliſh, French, Spas 
niſþ, and Datch Colours, &c. the better to cola 
and cover their wicked defigns: So there are falſe 
Prophets and deceitful workers, who transfonn 
themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; and w 


mſelf i 
transformed into an Ange! of light, He will, asit 


thing if his Miniſters alſo be transformed as the 
Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. The Apoſtle tells 


ſhall be after the wor ing of Satan, with a/l poanl 
and figns, and lying wonders, and with all * dectr 

vableneſs of unrighteonſneſs in them that periſh 
Ah Sirs! if there be ſuch falſe,counterfert,qecet-h. 
full colours (falſe flags) m the world, doth it nc 
much concern you to keep with the true Colours, : 
and true Companies of Jeſus Chriſt, and to | 
heed of ftragling from them?The Lord Jeſus aſlertf]F.. 
it to be the property of his Sheep, that the 
not hea: ken to the voice of firangers, nor follon 
"-»m; but will hear his amen voice and follow hit 


( 31) 

oþ.10.5,27. And this brings me tothe Sixth 
on of Command, and Chriſtian duty,which 1s, 
To follow your Leader, 

Sixthly. Follow your Leader, March after your The Sixth 

Commander. How often isthis both commanded Word of 
and commended by the Lord Jeſus? How often Command, 
hath the Loxd Jeſus his Come after mes aud follow 
we ? And there. is no being true Diſciples, Ser- 
vants, Friends or Soldiers, without following of 
bim, He tells men, That if they will liſt under 
bim, they muſt realve to follow him, or elſe they 
are not for big ſetvice z and not only to follow him 
for a tart, or a day, but they muſt follow him con- | 
fantly and daily. , /f any man will be my Diſciples Luk. 9. 3% 
let bim take #p' bis Croſs daily,and follow me.This 
gone of t IO Commands of your Captain- 
General : and he that will notfallow the Lord Je- 
us, 1s unworthy to bear the name of a Chriſtian, 


, 
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6 x of a Soldier of Chriſt, Weread Rev.14.1,2, . 
ox WW &<- of a great Army of a.hundred forty and: fon. 
he uſand (a certaiaput for an uncertain) that did: 
ils ollow the Lord Jeſus; Theſe arr they that follow 
fn tbe Lamb mhitherſoever he preth E&c. | > 
Follow him : through difficulties and dangers; 


dllow him tothe Priſon, and to Death, ' as Pacer -' 

ſolved to do; follow him 'where., and. when' 
aypocrites and A leave him. We read of 

he drawing back of many carnal Profeſſors ; take Joh, 6+ 66: 
ieed that you be not of that number, but follow 

ef9©lus in all Weathers, fair or foul ; in all pathes, 

s phether dirty or clean : follow him in all his Or- 

nnces, in all his Providences, and at all times, 

low him falfy, faithfally, and finally : and take Ga 
at dleſſed.enconraging-Tear from Chrifts _ 
Motn, 


him 
J 


lt of Newport the 7, ; hews that hats youzand pray for them hat deſpite 
© rhe }59-niþ * Soul-enemies, you mult reſiſt and'deftroy to the 


| him, and the preateſt reſolution-aSainſt them.. The Devil malt 


_ | 
mouth, Foh.12.26. If any man-ſerve me, let bi 
follow me 3 and mhere 1 am, there ſhall' alſo my 
ſervant be. If any man ſerve me, bins mill my Fa- 
: ther honour. Fas 
The Sevenh Seventhly. Give batte/ to, and fight manfully 
—_ of © yourSpiricual Enemies As for your Corporal Ene- 
ommane mies that-can but kill the body, & afterwards have 
no more thar they can do; Chrift hath given you 
#nother rule, 42at.5.44, But 1 ſay wnto yon, lot 
Ar the Baitel ygyy Enemies, bleſs them that turſe you, do P46 


| 
. 
. 


Prince of 


Orange having fully uſe you,and perſecute you; But Spiritual and 
Army before utmoſt of yoar Skill and power, - and put on the 


$ca behind þ. reſiſted ſedfafthy in the faith; he ſeekth whom, 
him, ſpake thus wy you fred 

oi Soldiers, $94 how he may devour-; and Ciniſtians,you mult 
If yeu will do your utmoſt to:oppoſe and refift him $ wreſtle 
live,you muſt with all your might, an1 withall your skill, with 
eicher eat up theſe Principalitits and Powtro', and: Spiri 
mheſeSpadiards, ppickednefſ es In High-places. And for: fin and cc 
the Seca. F ruption, agamnſtthoſe.you muſt fall on with" might 
Chrifts Soldi- and main ; here /you+ maſt ſhew no mercy ;. jt 
ershave fn muſt give no quarter ;/ with thofe you muſt liar 
within them, ng truce of peace : in fighting againſt your luſ 
a _ you'muſt ſpareneither Agag the King, nor the'b 
and if the , of the (poll Ss if you ſpare them (as Samuel! « 
will live,cthey unto Sax/) the'Lord will not ſpare you : On 


wuſt conquer 'and all-corruptions muſt be put to'the Sword : nl 9 
theſe ſins, and Ag aps ,the King-fins muſt be. bewed to pieces; di 
>" pj tis maſt dravy forth the fatrificing-Knife,and kill youſſ th 

«53 beloved //aacr: Theright-hand fins. muſt bealff v- 
Mat. 5: 29. off, and the right-eye fins maſt be pluck'd WF if 


Rom. 6: 6, tha whole body of death muſc be deſtroyed, # 


(33) 
genceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin, Ah Chiriſti- 
ns ! Soldiers of Chraſt ! keep up your conflict 
ih in, and kill fin ; you mutt kill, or be killed ; 
fyoa do not kill fin, certainly fin will inevi- 
bly deltroy you: Afortifie therefore your mem- 
ers which are #pon the Earth, Fornicaticn, {{n- 
leanneſs , inordinats Aﬀettions, evil Concupi- 
ſcence, and Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry. It 
5 (toried of Jullas Ceſar, That after he had eſ- 
aped death by the Spears and Swords abroad, 
was killed at tome with Bodkins at laſt, Ah 
hriftians} if you keep alive but a little fin, a 
Bodkin-fin may kill you at laſt, and how doleful 
nd jad a death vill that be 1 Some ſecret, or 
leſs obſervable fin ( as Covetouſneſs, Pride, Hy- 
pocriſfie, Heart-Idolatry, exc. ) may kill & undo 
hee for ever, after thou haſt eſcaped the com- 
mon pollutions of the world, that are more ob- 
vious toevery eye. You mutt fight one and all, 
elſe you are unworthy to be called Chrifts Soldi- 
orFers. Alexander hada Soldier called by his own 
mW nme, who was a Coward ; and.ſaith Alexander 
unto him, Either fight, or diſown thy name . 
MY E:ther fight, or diſown your name of Chriftians : 
Oh then, Fight the c09d fight of Faith, lay bold on 
Eternall Life, whereunts thou art alſo called, 
I Tim. 6. 12. The Eigher 
Eighthlv , Stand faſt, and make good your word of Com- 
ground, It isof dangerous conſequence for Sol- 14nd: 
diers to 9ive ground 1n Battel , it is ſeldom that 
they make good their retreat to their on ad- 
v:n:age , routing & confuſion are commonly the 
ues of retreating, There are three words of 
Command in Military Diſcipline, which Chriſt 
F Jeſus 
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Chriſts —_ EE} never gave forth, nor never Wall to hy 


&s ſhould be $91diers. ( viz. ) Face about, Counter-mard 
like the Mot- Retreat. There 15not a Face-abent, nor aG 
roof che City backward inthe whole Bible : but and faſt, be 
of ct NC (tedfaſt, & go forward, this is frequently pref 
on ES & commanded. How (Soldier-like in Militar 
Ner winds, T<rms) doth the Apoſtle expreſs himſelf, 1 Cor 
nor waves can 16. 13+» Watch ye, D ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit 
ſtir her, No- you /ike men, be ſtrong, 'Tis obſervable, that 
wr. > pg among all the pieces of Chriſtian Armour, me 
give kk, - tioned Eph. 6. 14,15,c.) there is no pie 
or drive them Ot Armour for the Back , There 18 a He/met i 
back. the head, and Shooes for the Feet, & donlle 

* cnxsls ; A wonr for the Breaſt, there 1s the Breaſt-plate 


Speech bor= pg; y | 
«2 nt Righteouſneſs, NX the Shield of Faith upon dw - 


them which 28917 3 and the Shield can be moved from placet 
ſtand upon Place as occaſion requires, aily where to ſave 
their guard, pee the fore-parts; but you cannot uſe 1 


or watch in behinde : you have Armour enoagh to go torwatt 
their rank 


57 Wee? _ __ your Enemies, you have double Armout 
are ſer; like fr! e Breaſt, butnone for the Back, to preſeri 
unto good YON, if you face ahout and go backward, Ifer 
Seller which your Captain had intended you ſhould retreat, k 
muſt give no yy 
Td kts pore fe 
keep their : p tne ground you nave Alrcaty 
ſtanding, who 8Ofren, 2nd get as much as you can: Hold f 
muſt ſtand in (ſaith Chriſt to the Church of Philadelphia). tb 
their ranks & which thou baſt, that ns man take thy Crown, " 
fight valiantly you keep your own, you will kee Crown 
where their we” 2. ; "if vr 
Captain hes The Lord Jeſus will not admit of going back, 
ſer them, not ©f looking back. Luk. 9. 62. And Jeſus ſaid 
Ghrinking a hiws, no wan having pat bis band to the Plony 
_ Syms. and looking back, is fir for the Kingdom 
i God. 


Brethre! 


to hy 


(35 
Brethren, let me alittle amplifie this ina 'fery 
parciculars, 
1, Keep the ground you have gotten againſt The ney;1 
Satans temptations : He will follow you every ſued his 


Wicp, he will be encroaching on you, and purſuing enterprizc at 
b 


Eph. hirft, ril] Adam 


t yo; and therefore as the Apoſtle fait loft all. kis 


WP: 27 Give wr place 10 the Devil. Keep up your , 0114 in 


Waſt;, leſi they revive and riſe up agun ; 


onflict, and the Devil cannot hurt you, Paradiſe. 
2, Keep the ground you have gotten againſt Some Soldiers 
"rr2prions, keep your feet upon the neck of your when bur 


2 little lightly woun- 
ded, will lic 


park May quickly produce a great flame, if you do counterfeit 

at keep it from kindling, Corruptions may among the dead 

Mem to be dead, when they are. but in a ſwoun, and wait an 

and may quickly Rand up and refiſt you. opportunity to 
3. Stand faſt, and keep the ground you hay 

otten in external converſation, holineſs and righ- 

eouſnzſs, whetner in reference towards God or 


e rl Ee u ro res 
fiſt and kill. 


men, 
Firſt, In reference to Gods Worſhip and Ser- 


ice, whether natural, or inſtituted ; do not loſe 


F*r0und where the Light of Nature doth diQate, 
Mror where the Laiv of Chriſt doth command, 


whether ſecret in your Cloſets, or private in your 


Families, or more publick in the Churches of | Chriſt chrea- 
rens to lpue 


Chriſt, and Aſſemblies of the Sunts. he. 
: ; proſeffor 
1. Hold faſt, and keep the life and vigour of of his menth,; 
your ſpirits in love and zeal, toall the Worſhip and when 
and Service of God ; take heed that ye ſuffer not tones (pues 
the edg of your affeions to be blunted, and Tem out the 
their þ boa coded 4 Devilis the 
ext to' be cooled ; 1t you give ground qu. ih. licks 
there, you will keep it no where, but will grow up the yomir, . 
lake-warm*, and indifferent in the ways of God. Prov.14. 14, 
E:3 It 


If a Soldier lets down his courage, he is more a 
ter to run away, than to ſtard, If Chriſtians kee 
not up ſpiritual courage and zeal in Chrili's Ser. 
vice, they are in danger of Apoſtacy. Apoliacy 
begins in the declining of affe&ton : there is firſt 
back-ſliding, and then going back, ard afterward 
running away;and back-(liding begins in the heart, 
7 he back-ſlider in beart ſhall be filled with his own 
x#4y;, Ah Chriſtians ! take heed of heart-decli- 
ning, and heart-back-fliding : hold faſt and make 
200d the ground within you : The way to loſe our 
firſt Profetlion, 1s to loſe our firſt Love. 

2. Make good the ground you have gotten in 
Goſpel-Puriry, againſt ſuperſtitious and invented 
worthip. Hold falt the Purity of Goſpel-worſhip, 
without admitting of ſinful mixtures, The true 
Worſhippers (ſaith the Lord Jeſus) ſhall wer- 
fhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth. Stand 
Jo 423324: fair, and hold your ground in the true inftitut:d 
1+.-t.10-132, 2nd commanded Worſhip of God z do not give 
Re:nember Sround in the leaſt to the corrupting, or alteration 
Lot's Wife, of 1t, either for matter, or for manner ; Remem- 

ewarc 0! loo- ber how dear it coſt the Sons of Aaron, Nadab 
un 1, and (Abiba though the Prieſts of the Lord) for 
Giſpleaſer) ther range fire, it coſt them their lives in the 
God : and no- Place; they died (as it were) like Soldiers in the 
| thing more Field, for o1vINg oround in this particular. T hey 
diſple:fern offered ftrange fire mnto the Lord, (faith the Text) 
| end. which the Lord commanded them not. You muſt 
falſe vorthip= have a command from God for all that you do n 
ping of God, Þ15 Worſhip and Service, and that 1s indeed Di- 
otherwiſe then vine Worſhip and Service, becauſe of Divine 
& his Word Inſtitution ; Take heed then,of retreating back to 
commandeth. tne 2nd common ſervice ; common fire muſt 
| not 
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not be added to Divine Incenſe. The Lord ſharp- 

ly reproved the Idolatrous Jes, not onely for the 

eating of Sivines fle{h,bur alſo for having the broth zz, 65. 4. ** 

of abominable things in their Veſſels. It may be Seeing God 

you will keep your ground, you think, againſt hath allowed 

more groſs Idolatry,as down-rightPopery,asIma- 7% - me 
. Ry OL1C4eT IN THE 

oes, Crucifixes, Beads, Invocation of Saints,&c. fyre.ward ; 

you wall not eat ſuch Swines fleſh , but it may be play nor the | 

you go back ſo far, and yield ſo much ground, as coward, nei» | 

to {ap of the broth of abominable things ; but you *her draw 

muſt eat neither fleſh nor broth. Nay, you muſt >*<* = 

not have it ſo much as in your Veſſels, or in your Me. —_ in 

Houſes ; God would not have his people in the ke T.arair 06 

imell,or near the broth of abominable things, We his Wife, 4. 

read Rev. 1.3. 3. that the whole World wondered & Mon. ol.3. 

ter the Whore, the generality of the World 475 

they Apoſtatized,and were defiled with that My- 

fical Whore, that filthy Beaſt, and were defiled 

vita her falthineſs : Yet then there were a great 

Army of chaſt Believers, that would not yield to 

tals Baby/oni/h Whore in the leaſt, and would not 

receive the Beaſtly mark, neither in their Fore- 

neade, nor in their right hand ; they would have 

nothing to do with the Beaſt, but ſtoed their 

v0and with the Lamb, 7 hey food with the Lamb Rev.14. 1,2, 

»pon the Mount Siony and Lore the Fathers Nawe 3» ©*+ 

u their Fore-heads, and were not defiled with me- 

wen, but followed the Lamb nbitherſcever he went. 

An Chriſtians ! Soldiers ot Chriſt } hold your 

zound with this blefſed Army of Confeſſors and 

Martyrs ; though others give ground to Antichr.- 

ſan worſhip, yet do nor you : And be not par- 

ar; of Babylons ſins» left you be partakers of ber 

Plagner; 


| If che little 
robber be ſuf- 
ered to creep 
IN at the win- 
dew, he will 
quickly ler in 
tne preater at 
the «cor. 
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Plagyes ; but ſtand foot by foot with the Lamb, 
and you will ſtand fate, 

3. Stand faſt, and keep the ground you har: 
cotten in Goſpel-liberty, as well as in Goſpel- 
purity. The way to loſe ground in Goſpel-purity, 
15 to let go your hold in Goſpel-liberty. Gal.s.1, 
Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chrif 
hath made ns free ;, and be not entangled again nith 
the yoke of bondage. Put on no yoke, but the yoke 
of Chriſt,in the worſhip of Chriſt, Tt coft Chrif 
dear to make you free from legal yokes of ſha 
dows and ceremonies, the price of his own Blood: 
and if Chrift hath purchaſed it ſo dear, do not þe 
prodigal of jt, to letit go. Ye are bought with 4 
price, be mot ye the ſervants of men. Oh! dondl 
you ſubje& your ſelves to the wills of men, norto 
the Juſts of men, in parting with any Goſpel and 
Spiritual Liberty that Chriſt hath purchaſed ; the 
Lord Jeſus hath purchaſed a glorious ſpiritual l:- 
berty underthe New-Teftament, which Believer 
had not under the Old ; then they were bound tt 
the obſervation of the New Moons, and ma 
other days beſides the Sabbath ; to the obſern- 
tion of meats and drinks, and ceremonial Appi 
rel; to a particular place of Worſhip, to Circutt 
cifion,&c. But now the Lord Jeſus hath broke! 
off this yoke from the necks of his Diſciples,whiaſſſnati 
neither they nor their Fathers were able to beaWoi 
Now there muſt be no fireſs laid upon any Gr 
ments or Veſtinents , whether black or whit 
whether Surplice, Caſſock, or Gown, Now 
thing that is wholſome for food, is forbidden 


Chriſtian, all uncleanneſs 1s done away. ; 
| F 


(39) 


whatſoever is ſold in the Shambles, eat, making no 

queſtion fur Conſciense ſake, (i.4. upon any Reli- 

gious accompt) whether it be Fiſh-day,or Fleſh- 

- WM day, whether it be in Lene, or out,&c. Co/.2,16, 

7, MW ct no man judge you in Meat,or in Drink, or 1n 

|. Wreipect of an Holy-day,&c. Now the forbidding 

#MWof Meats, which are (an&tified by the Word and 

MW Prayer, is a Dotrine of Devils. Now neither ; Tim. 4.2,3, 
in this place, nor yet at Jeruſalem, ſhall ye wor- 4. 
ſhip the Father : but Believers are left at liberty, 7994-31522» 
to worſhip the Father any where in Spirit and x, Fs. 
Truth. Now another Houſe is as Holy as a Ca- ,,, hg'inefs in 
thedral ; © therefore ſtand faſt, and keep your a place, ex- 
ground in Goſpel-liberty. The Lord Jeſus hath cepr God pur 
oiver power to none, to make any thing abſolute it there. 

and univerſally neceſſary , which himſelf hath 

made indifferent, and left to Chriſtian-prudence 

and liberty, And therefore (with the Apoſtle) 

let me tell you, and perſvade you, Brethren, you Gal. 5. 13, 
bave Leen called mnto liberty , onely uſe not your 

liberty as an occaſion to the fleſh, 


— 
—_ 


But ſome will ſay, (as the Caſe Rands now) it Object. 
we ſhould keep the ground that we have formerly . 
fotten in Goſpel-purity and Goſpel-liberty, then 
cFve ſhould be guilty of Schiſm, and unjuſt Sepa- 
agration trom the Church , and therefore we muſt 
[ive back ſome ground,and admit of ſome Retreat 
(0 keep peace in the Church, 


| This 1$a Stone which I ſhould not have turned, 
id 1t not lain ſo dire& in my way, that I could 
tell paſs it by : And I'wiſh I may remove it 
wWath 
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with ſo muchTenderneſs and ttuth, that it may 
rove a Rock of Offence to any, whether Matte 
Coders, or prec1ous [iving Stones, 
I ſhall anſwer it three ways, as contra as | 
can, in alittle room, and feiy words. 


I. By way of Premiſe. 
2, By way of Affirmation, 
3. By way of Conceſſion. 


1 Anſw. I, In caſe the Churchbe of a Goſpel-make 
His Expoſition and that it bears a New-Teſtament fiamp fa 
on Hoſ.2.1,2. matter and form , I ſhall with bleſſed Mr, Bu 

ronghs,1n his own words, ſay thus : 
Whar a Go= ** That ſolong as there 15 a Communion « 
fpel Church ** Saints imbodied, holding forth the profeſſi 
i>. *© of all Fundamental Truths, and joyning in 
Ocdinances,as far as they are convinced, ſo lot 
there 18 a Church. Any communion of Sait 
imbodied, holding forth the profeſlion of 4 
fundamental Truths, and are willing to (et! 
*:6Gble Saines © O14 ances, to faras they know to be Gt 
: nbodied to= ©© Mind, they ſhould ſet them up ; this maltitac 
gether to cn- © though it ſhould have abundance of corrupt 
joy communi= © gng_ though many wicked are mingled amoty 
nn —_ God, < them,yet they are a Church of (zod,c5c. 
Fen allthe © Nowif the Church you intend, be (i 
Ordinances of 2 Church, (viz.) of a Goſpel-frame, of Sai 
Godzis a true imbodied, that have given themſelves up to | 
Church, al- Lord, and to on2 another by the Will of Gt 
though there 1, y2lk in all his holy Ordinances : Althodf 
ney Sees. ich corruption may be gotten into 1t, 
corruption | U 
found amongſt ſhoul1 be very tender here , that we do! 
them, _ 


l 
F 


church Gur ſelves,uptil God doth un-church uy. And though 
or there was corruption got into the Churches in there may be 


very primitive times.” |  - 
Secondly, If the Church intended in the ob- qu, cnn | 
tion, be pot ſuch a Church as 1s before premi- be properly : 
6, bur a National Church, conſiſting of divers ſaid co be a 
illions of ſouls, ſome good, moſt bad ; ſome Pg- *Ue com I 
q; , others Proteſlants ; ſome ignorant Hea- JP OY 
ens, others down-right Atheiſts ; and all forced er in Mi. 
' prefled rogether, and made uniform, by Spa- itary orders. 
jſþ Inquiſition, heavy weights, or by Eng/iſh 2+ Anſwer , | 
arian hot diſputes, and weighty arguments, frmatively. 
emnjary mulits, impriſonment, baniſhment, con- ,- . r hg" 
cation of goods; {litting of Noſes, cutting off of 4, ng "aps 
us, the Rack, the Gibbet, the Fire, &c. If ſo, point carnal 
jen I ſhall affirm, that this humane, or rather 1n- weapons ; he 
umane for ce, is not the weapons of- our warfare STONY 
wv mighty ſoever they be) and that ſuch Chur- boon wry RN 
« . . 3 
Whes as theſe, are formed by AQts of Parliaments, ,ons of the © 
ut-not the Acts of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and fleſh, to make 
not of a Goſpel-Conſtitution. . And here the men believe 


_” 2th a. : , whether the 
j / is abundantly altered from what it was be Gs OF 


A Firſt, Becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles did not = orgy 
rce men by humane laws, or external violence; conyerſatien. 

dthe true Religion and the true Worſhip, as the pag- 144, _ 

athens did to theirs, that was-falſe. Chriſt did Chrit and his 


. Apoſtles di 
dt force men to bear the name of the Father writ- oP ci 
Wen 00 their forcheads, as Antichriſt did force men ang perſwade 
WP receive the mark of the Beaſt on their fore- men ; nor vie- 
ds. lently force & 


Secondly, Becauſe ſuch a Church as this, doth ———_ 


t agree with, and anſwer the definition and, ;.. x. 


ſcription of a true Goſpel Church, * Goſpel ſtan- 
G Hear dard, 


[Jt 


Hear what Orthodox Bycans ſaith, both of i 
Name, and of the Nature of the Militant Churg 
His Infticuti> © The Word Church, is not abſolute, bat x 
ons, Page oy © lative ; ſo called in reſpect of God, who 
50Z., © leth men ont of the World, into the Kingdomd 
* his Son, by the Preachers of his Word, and th 
© which obey their calling, and come into the 
zayJas ' © Church are called xaivs, as it were 6 
quaſr {x2ſel © called by name, as may be ſeen in the Salucationiſ® 
© of Pau!'s Epiſtles, becaufe no man doth tral 
* joyn himſelf unto the Church, of his'own moti 
© and inſtinct , but all, how many ſoever ds conie, 
© are called of God. 
And then for the Matter, and Nature of 2 
© Church, /ſaith he) It js a multitude of me 
© elect, and effeQually called from the World by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel ; and ſo of Chii- 
Rians, or ſuch as believe in Chriſt, and depend. 
on him as their only Head, and do openly pro- 
feſs their belief on him, and do know and wor- 
ſhip God by their belief, and. by his Woid; 
reckoning alſo thoſe that are newly inſtrufted, 
and the Children of the Ele& (and ay 
alſo, of Hypocrites) although by reaſon of the 
young years they are not capable of Vocation, Þ 
AA. 2.295 or of the Sacraments. Or 1t is a company 
from the corruption of all Mankind, into the 
ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt; by the voice & 
the Goſpel, ſevered and diſtinguiſhed froit 
other companies of men, by the hearing of Gods 
Word, by Faith, by the Sacraments, by invoct- 
tion, by holineſs of life,and by profeſſion,which 


is gronr;ded on Chriſt, the Corner-Stone, thit 
4 


x Cor«7-14- 
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ll] Xom. 10414, ; men dwelling every where, called by God 
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God may dwell therein, and may be therein When theLord 


worthi according ro the Doctrine of the ProteRor mar- 
» pped 6 ched into Scot- 


Prophets and Apofiles for ever.” Fob. 10. 4, 5. cy hn ty 


WW Sheep bear my woyce, wor the voce of ans- rear Army, to 


=m=8=aS* &88S70E8zs2,QS29 


there demand their 

| » Young Queen 
y, in marriage with King Zdward the Sixth, one askr a Scotch Lord 
ring taken priſoner in the Bartel) how he did like our Kings marriage 


mi their Queen ? 1 always (quorh he) did like che marriage, buc do 


lixe the wooing, thatyou ſhould ferch a Bride with fire and Sword, 
rily, this is net the way that the Lord Jeſus doth go a wooing toferch 
ne his Bride, alchoagh che marriage be never ſo much delired by him, 


And as the whole Militant Church is thus cal- 
land ſeparated out of the world by the Word 
Chriſt, and Spirit of Chriſt, voluntary to come 
under his banner ; So likewiſe every particular 
brch and company of Chriſtians belonging to 
ſts Army, muſt be brought together and im- 


lied, 
Thas in the Primitive times, *tis ſaid, That they 
d themſelves to the Church ; And were added 
be Charch; and did give themſelves to the 
d, and to us by the Will of God, 
I the Primitive times, men durſt not to joyn 
mſelves to the Church, for fear what would 
wif they were unſoand : But fince the Man 
hath gotten power in the World, he makes 
of thz power of Magiſtrates, to force into the 
ach the moſt debauched, profane and vileſt 
Wcrites; Now the vileſt of men durſt not 
joyn themſelves to the Church, or elſe they 
( ſuffer penalties and pains for it. Gods fla- 
Sword is drain againſt men, to keep them 
G 2. off 
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off from Sealing-Orguances y that are oft 
wicked or ſecretly Hypocritical : And 
(yord 35 drawn tO drive them 0N. This is the 
that Antichriſt doth make bis Churches, and 
the way that Chriſt makes his Churches. 

e. Abbots Hiſt, This way the S paniards took 1 America, 

the World, the Pool Heathens to tet Latine Service, al 

Such tort _ bapt1ze their Children and conform to the Cit 

violence 09% of ome 3 and yet lived {0 wickedly, 20d 

.. (emo curſedly, Wat made many of them 

ers, of For nounce. their Religion and Baptiſm, and t0 

eſters, hen WNeN they dyed, they might not $9 TO the He 


pt where the 5 paniards did go when dead. 
How far is this from the way of Chriſt ? Th 

a Church made bsc that great Image Ve read 
DEGL-IN8"s Danie!, Whoſe briehtne(s Was excellent, a 
33, 5rhereth form terrible ; made up partly of Gold, pail 
and ſcureth 3 Silver partly of Braſs, partly 0! Iron, and parl 
contrary Clay ; but all forced together by Secular (tet 
Kingdom wo to make agreat Image, Which 15 VCT) reſplen 
——— ; in the Court, but very terrible to any V 
nr * Country» Well,whoever they be that force? 
Seidiers Or Metal, and miry Clay ; golden Saints, 4 
heavenly {nners 3 ſound Protettants ,and rotten Papif 
Warriers, the gether,t0 make a Church of a Cathedral gd 
Hoſt of the T be chief C orner-ſtone, the Stone that was 


Lord ; wh ; ; 
nad rh withont bands» will ſmite this IMaBe» and! 


kohring roge=! it to PICCES» and ſever the Precious minerals 
ther under the the filthy dung. 
Banner © iS . 

Goſpel, the condu& of his Spirits and Chriſt their Captains 3fe 
Krength and comfort one tO anothcrs theſe come v1 lingly 3X the ti 
af cmbling,&ce 


conſider that glocious Prophefie, Zach. 4. 6, 7. his Commu- 
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You that are for forcing Church work, ſeriouſly. 4;;ſworth, in 


Nu by might, uor by power, but by my Spirit, aith ion of Saints, 
the Lord of Hoſts. Who art thony O Great Moun-1*$:33% * 
tain, before Zerubbabel, thou ſhait become a Plain, 
and be ſhall bring forth the head«ſtone thereof with 
ſhomtings, crying Grace, Grace unto it, | Not hy TE 
might] viz. I cauſed thee to ſee in this figure the Vide Diodat.* 
ſubſiſtance of my Church is not ofthe ſame kind, —— 
as that of worldly Empires, in force of Arms,and » 
Might,but in a lively internal ation of my Spirit: 
wherefore, be not diſcouraged in thy mind, Oh 
Zerubbabel , if worldly trength fail thee; my 
Spirit and power ſhall ſupply all, as well for the 
re-eſtabliſhment of the material Temple, as for 
the ſpiritual conduct and ſupport, of the Church, 
Ah! had England: Maſter-builders walked, and Fry Apoſtles 
worked by the Goſpel-rule of the new Creature, -oka cl 
and in the ſtrength of the Spirit of God, in build- of Churcheag 
ing of the Goſpel-Temple, how might :he- rop—and terring up 
Stone of Sion have: been laid, and all her pre- 2f Church-1 
cious Sons and Daughters, at thisday, have been 2'<Mnt 
crying Grace, Grace unto it. viſtrares did : 
Thirdly, Recauſe we find no pattern in Mount give them li- 
Sion, (the Goſpel Miniſtration) for a National cenle ; chey 
Church, thatall the people of a Nation ſhould be d*g42 ©© buil 
of one Church,and no more. The Nation of the = _ wn 
Jews were a Church, yea the Church of God, un- eager pc 
der the Luv , -but Gnce the ſeparation-wall be- times. 
ten Jews and Gentiles was broken down, we No National 
find this National way to be abrogated,and a new Church fince 
MoJel (et forth under the: New-Teſtament, for = _ 
t0:m1ng of Goſp2l-Churches ; Whereas hefore —_ ny 
ander the Law, there was but one Church in _ Church. 
Lan 
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inthe Land of Judes and Fernſalem ; there were 
divers under the Goſpel, 1n the ſelf-ſame Coun« 
try. 1 Theſſ, 2. 14, The Charches of God nbich 
in Fudea are in Chriſt Feſus. You ſee h:re, that 
the Apoſile ſpeaks in the plural Namber. $6 
the Apoſtle direRs his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
Gal.1.2, #ntothe Churches of Galatia. So Rev, 
I.4. Fobn to the Seven Churches of Aſia. Not to 
the Church of Aa, but to Seven Churches of 

* Aja. 

Why then muſt it be the Churches of Ga/atia, 
and the Church of Sco:/and 2 Or why muſt it be 
in Scripture, the Seven Churches (in little) 4a, 
and the Church of England in Great Britain? Did 
not Pax/ the great Maſter-builder, and Planter of 
Churches, and Fohn the beloved Diſciple, who 
lay in the boſom of Chriſt; and knew his heart ; 
did not theſe know of what fize to form Churches, 
and how to name them, as well as any fince their 
times? However,Churches of a National Make 
and Name, have been ſo much cryed up, and 
adored of late ; but from the beginning it was not | a 
ſo. In the Primitive times of the Goſpel-Purity 
itwas not ſo. Ah Maſter-builders of National Id 
Churches ! why have your popular pens been dipt FP 
in ſuch bitter Ink, made more of Gall,then Gum; Y 
more of the ſpirit of Bitterneſs, then Union, to I « 
Cenſure men for uncharitableneſs, and to Rtigma- Fl 
tize them for Separatiſts and Schiſmaticks, who Fc 
are willing to walk by the Goſpel-rule,in Church- F< 
work ? M 

Yea,why do you condemn others for irvegularity, - I" 
for gathering, of a Charch ont of a Church, (as 


you ſay) and you your ſelves gather a Society or 
0 
q 
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of your own National Church, which is almo 
Tant-amount ? Why is it that all the people of the 
Nation, and of the Pariſh, arebelievers at bap-| 
tiſm, and ſo fery of grown-perſons are ſo at the 
Supper of the Lord > Why do not you riſe up,and 
give honour to the hoary heads, if they be found 
in theway of Righteouſneſs, and give them the The Primi- 
right-hand of fellowſhip at your holy Feaſt ? or if *ive Officers 
otherwiſe,vhy do you not obſerve the rule of your __ RR, 
Maſter, to admoniſh, the Firſt, Second, and the ,,, Pareas. _ 
Third time, privately, publickly , and thereby open or ſhur 
bring them to repentance and reformation > And the door ef the 
ifno means will do it, why do you not make uſe Church, 
of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, which are _ _ 
2s well for ſhutting, as for opening the door of nxt M 
the Church? Why do you not give Church- teche Goſpel; 
members , Church-Ordinances ? or ſhery them bur _ receiv | 
Church-diſcipline? Why do you keep this flaming Yd in ſuch as 
Sword alwayes drawn in your hands, and yet, like py - _ =Y 
George on Horſe-back never to ſtrike > Oh! have - «+6196 
ne not been building of Sjow with Babe/s tools, tcd thoſe thar 
and with Baby/ons Mortar! and hence it is that were notorious 
eur Languages are divided, and onr building falls *#*2dert, nov? 
down, Well, letall in the fear and love of God, Pw wa. 
pity poor $j0z in her low condition, and as Ser- of an wer 
Yants of the Lord,letus rake pleaſare in berStones, Pſal.202.14- 
and favour the Duſt thereof : And let us gather 
the precious Stones and Duſt of Sion together,and 
to building Sow in theſe troubleſome times, ac- 
cording to the pattern ſhewed in the Goſpel- 
Mount, and ſee if the Second Temple will not be 
tara then the Firſt, 

irdly,By way of Conceſſion. For Argument- 3, ' 
lake, I ſhall let voal avain,which I hope i ſome Lo 
Meaſure) I have already made good. I 
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I will ſuppoſe (and but ſuppoſe) that Zagland's 
National Church 1s of a Goſpel=-make and conſtj- 
tation. Let this be granted, and yet I hope, 1 
thall give you ſo much light in this Caſe,as to fave 
you harmleſs from Schiſm, and unjuR ſeparation, 
whilſt you Rand faſt, and make good the ground 
you have formerly gotten, in Goſpel-purity, and 
in Goſpel-liberty, | 

You know how that in Jeroboams time, the 
King, and ten of the Twelve Tribes revolted, and 
made a ſad retreat to Dan and Bethe!, ſo far as 
the Golden Calves which the King had ſet up, 
At that time the Twelve Tribes were a true 
Church, and yet the Tribe of Judah and Benja- 
min kept.their ground in the pure inſtituted wor- 
ſhip of God at Jern/a/em, and were commended 
for it, When the other were condemned for their 
ſeparation , and goir:g backward to falſe lying 
wotſhip. Hoſ. 11. 12, Ephrains compaſſeb 
me about with lyes, and the Houſe of 1ſrae! with 
deceit; But Judah yet ruleth with God, and ut 
faitbfu] with the Saints. It were the Ten Tribes 
Porſhio. are ©11at tell back with the King to Idolatry, that made 
auile i un. the. ſeparation and-ſchiſm, and: not the other 
juſt {cparaci> Who ſtood faſt and held their ground, and te- 
on, and not mained faithful. And to ſeparate from wall-wote 
thoſe whocon- ſhjp, and Idolatry, :is a duty both commanded 
EY par of commended by the Lord. Rev. 18. 4. Aw 
OW Olt® 1 beard another voice from Heaven, ſaying, Comt 
out of ker, wy people, that ye be: not partakers of 
ber fins, and that ye receive not of ber Plagw 
And that ſeparation which the Scripture con 
demns, is when men ſeparate unto will-worfhif 
and prophaneneſs. And how aptly may that ”_ 


; I K41g.1 2:28, 
29, 30, 


They thar fall 
back ro falſc 


ture be applied to many of our times, Jade 19, 


Theſe are they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, $vxuxds 
having not the Spirit. There are too many of animalis. 
thoſe wyho are of ſenſual ſpirits, of ſenſual princi- 
ples,and ſenſual praQiſes ; they having not the 
Spirit of Prayer themſelves, will. make unſcriptu- 
ral forms of Prayer, and uſe: them, and impoſe 
them on others. Well Chriſtians, give back no 
ground, Touch not, taſte not, handle not any of 
mens Inventions, which have nothing but a ſtamp G1 Cane ne 
of humane Authority on them ; let the Church power to any 
he what ſhe "_ and do all that ſhe can, As you ro nfo 
vive to Ceſar What 15 Ceſars; ſo, ſee that you 18 his Churc 
if not give what is Gods Ceſar. : ra nycn2s- = 
A Churca ( ſaith Mr, Barroxghs) may be a Jaw <4 ; 
true Church of Chriſt, 'yet it may be ſuch a awe. 28.20. 
Charch, that perhaps you , nor I, nor another » Cor.1. 24- 
cannot have Communion withal. There are His Expoſition 
Three caſes which he doth but barely lay down z 92 #9-v* 113+ 
1 hall recite them, and a little open,amplife,and 
improve them, 
1, © Tfthis Church ſhquld ſo mingle any Or- 1 Ca/e. 
«© dinahce, any work of their publick Commu- 
© nion, as I for the preſent cannot joyn, without 
« contraQting guilt upon me,as not ſeeing Gods 
© will in it, I cannot have communion with them 
* nov 1n ſuch Ordinances, 
Well, I (hall ſuppoſe this to be the particular 
Caſe, and ir.deed, 1t is ſo with ſome. 
That whereas there is the ſign of the Croſs 
(1th other things) mingled in Baptiſm , and 
one, after all right means uſed for his informati- 
0n, cannot be ſatisfied in his Conſcience, . byt 
that it is the mark of the Beaſt received N the 
@rce 


( FO BY < | 
fore-head, and ſo trefnbles at the thoughts of fo. 
diſmal a Croſs-mark, Another, thongh he may i; 
not think it to be the mark of theBeaſt Kar ixoyJy 
by way of eminency ; yet, he thinks it tobex 
mark of the Antichriſtian Beaſt, becauſe it did 
never come from Chriſt, neither 1s it any of the 
marks that the Great Shepherd puts on his $ 
Another comes to the Lords Supper,and there 
ſees an Idolatrous Prieſt to bow down to, and 
worſhip a Woodden board, and ſees him make x 
God of that, which was made of mens hands, and 
his Conſcience tells him, that 'eis like bowing 
dewn unto Nebuchadnezz.ar's Image , and he 
cannot eat with him at the Lords Table, leſt te 
ſhould be partaker of the Table of Devils alſo, 
Another he cannot recerve the Elements from 
the hands of the Prieſt, except he kneels dom 
and takes it on his knees; and his Conſcience 
tells him, in cafe he ſhonld ſubmit to it, he ſhould 
be guilty of betraying the glorious liberty of the 
Goſpel, the price of Chriſts invaltable Blood 
Another cannot bring his Conſcience to jomn 
with them in Publick, m Hearing, and Projny 
fearing leſt his prefence ſhould enconrage 
harden others in theit Apoſtaſie, formality, an 
Idolatry, and fo become partaker of other mens 
Sins, as well as his own, contrary to that of the 
Apoſtle, Be not partakers of other mens ſms. 
And let every man be fully perſnaded in bis 
onn Conſcience. 
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2, © In cafe the Church ſhould require me V0 
& yieid in my Judement, and ſubſcribe to ſud 


<< and ſuch things,that I cannot ſatisfie my Cor 
b {cence 


"— 
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& ſcience in, they put me off Communion with 
« them : It is not my fault, they violently keep 
« me off. 
' I will inſtance now in ſome things, which may 
not be far off from the Church of Exg/and. . Sup- 
poſe that the Church ſhould require of me that I 
maſt take an Oath,c#c.' Or that I muſt ſubſcribe 
toa Biſhops Book ef unſcriptaral Articles + Oc 
that I muſt give my aflent and conſent to all 
thinzs in the Common-Prayer-Book, to be ac- 
cording unto the Word of God : Or thar I muſt 
ovn, that Prelates are of Divine right : Or that 
the Publick Meeting-bouſe is more holy than any 
other place : Ot that the Surplice hath no Super- 
ſition in it, when the Prieft do wear it ; or that 
bloody Bonner and Gardner Were as good as any, 
or moſt of our preſent Prelates, &c. And m 
Conſcience ſhould tell me from Scriptare, that it 
were a Sin in} me to ſubſcribe, or conſent to any 
of theſe things, Now if any fin be the terms of 
Church-Commanion, we may not have commu- 
nion with ſuch a Church And what is nor of 
Faith, is fin. And ne muſt not do any evil that 
god way come thereby. Avſtin ſpeaking of an 
officious Lye, ſaith, That we muſt not make ſuch 
alye though it were to ſave a Soul from Hell , 
Je all the Souls in the world, So we muft not 

ouilty of the leaſt fin, to partake of any or of 
all the Ordinances of God. 

3. ** When they ſhall nct ſuffer me to do the 
* duty which God requires of me, I cannot have 
* Communion with them neither ; becauſe here- 
* in I ſhonld contra guile, 

Here now I will inſtance in particular, It 1s 
H 2 the 
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Secondly. 
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the duty which God hath enjoyned all Church- 


Members, to watch over, to adwoni(h, and reprovt 
one az0ther in a brotherly way, when occaſion is 


offered. ' And the Church forbids me to make the 
leaſt mention of many things which are apparent- ſſ& 
ly culpable. 

Yea, it is the duty of. a particular Church- 
Member (in a regular manne:) to plead home, 
and witneſs againlt the fins of a whole Church, ha 
Hof; 2,2. Plead with your Afother ; Plead, far i 
ſhe is not my Wife,neither am 1 ber Husband ; In 
ber put away ber Whoredoms out of, her ſight, Oc, 
AS a Cham muſt not uncover his Fathers naked- 
neſs, ſoneither.muſt a Child of the Church cone 
ſent to his Mothers Whotedoms, but muſt plead 
with his Mother,” We will ſuppoſe a Member 
of the Church of England about to plead with his 
Mother, with grief and tears ; Thus, Mother,you þ 
have been falſe to my Father , you have defiled if 
the Marriage-bed by ſpiritual Whoredoms ; ya 
have broken Wedlock ; you have broken,yea and 
burnt the Marriage-Govenant. But now if you 
ſhould tell any of the truth to your Mother, ſhe 
will Diſ-inherit you, Goal you, Baniſh you, cut 
out your Tongue,or kill you, if you tell the truth, 
Now 1f you cantot do your duty, let your M& 
ther alone in her Lewdneſs, onely grieve for 
= in private, and pray the Lord to amend 

els Oc. 


Secondly , Stand faft , and make good tht 
ground you have gotten in righteouſneſs 10- 
wards men, Hold faſt, and keep your ground 


Second-Table duties, as well as in Fuſt ; yo! 
cannot 


'. 
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nnot walk holily towards God, except you 
ak righteouſly rowards men; Be not like the 
ritical Scribes and Phariſees, againſt 
hom the Lord Jeſus lets fly woes and mena- 
s thick and three-fold one after another in 
ers places, who would not admit ſo much as of 
ocks of Mercy on the Sabbath ; who wou!d make 
w Prayers, and yet devour widows Mlonſes. It 
the ſaying of a Heathen long ago, comparing 
xe unſuitable converſations of ſome Chriſtians 
the holy Goſpel of Chriſt which they pro- 
s. Surely ( faith he) this 1s none of the 
oſpel of Chriſt , which theſe men proteſs; 
ifitbe, theſe men be no Chriſtians, If you 
not good at Second-Table duties , you will 
er cr2dit your Captain, nor honour his ſervice, 
crown your Profeſſion, nor acquit your ſelves 


800d Soldiers of Chriſt. An unrighreous cun- 


ration vill ſpoil an holy profeſſion,and reproach 
ddiſhonour an holy God, The Apofile hath 
notable paſſage concerning Servants (perſons in 
& loweſt Orb) upon this accompt. Let as many 
ervants as are under the yoke, count their Ma- 
rs wrthy of all honour, that the name of God, 
| bis Doftrine be notBlaſpbemed. Chriſtians, 
good in your particular Relations, and in your 


ſecular Employments ; do not give ground, or 


ccafion for any to ſay, that here is a Profeſſor 
(Chriſtianity, and yet proud, or covetous, or 
terciteſs, and makes not Conſcience of his word 
l promiſes , that ſuch a one isa Saint in the 
aarch, and a Devil in his Shop ; that he is a 
wiſtian by Profeſſion, but worſe than a _ 

tknen 


Mit. 24.14. 
Mirk 12. 14. 


Tru: Chriſti® 
anity conſiſts 
in uniformity 
and conformi. 
tyro all the 
commands of 


Criſt, 


1 Tin, 6, 1. 


Let not the 
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then in his Converſation,ec. Chriftians,whe 


Proverb of the ſoever you have gotten any ground in Chriſtiar 


French be 

made good by 
ou, of whom 

it is {aidzthey 


are more then 
fnen at the be- 


ginning of a 
fighr, and leſs 
than Women 
towards thc 
end. ; 
Begin, cont- 
nue, and end 
well your 
hehe in Chri- 
ſttaniry, 


The Ninth 
Word of 
Command. 


Huminom eſt 
PLeCt 1/C D:abg= 
licun Ot pec- 
care peiſeuce 


rate, oh» Angelt= 


cum cſurgere. 
Auſtin, :.e, 
It is an hu- 


ty, be ſure to make 1t good : for ground may 
more eaſily loſt, than regained; and when 
are loſing ground, who can tell where you: mz 
ſtop. Perer began to loſe ground at firft, | 
keeping a prudent diſtance from Chriſt, but 
did not top untill he went fo far back, as tode 
his Captain in down-right terms with Oaths 


Execrations, that he did not belong to his cons. 


pany, and did not ſo much as know the man 
Let me conclude this duty with that emphatic 
Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 15.58. M 
beloved Brethren, be ye fledfaft, nnmoveable, 


waies abounding in the work of the Lord. 


And have any of you loſt ground any where... 
Then another Word of Command from Chriſt uf; 
this, 


Ninthly, 4& YOU WERE. Ifyou tan 
back-ſlidden, recover your ſelves again to yot 
former ſtedfaſtneſs, repent , repent z conve 
convert : Converſion is of great uſe in an Arm 
and ſo it is in the Militant Church. There 1m 


.word of Command, to face from your Leader bt 


many to face toivards your Leader, and to bei 
you were. 

When you have faced away, Perer had facel 
about away from Chriſt, and his Captain look 
ed on him until! he taced abour the right way, 
and wept bitterly in facing towards him. | 
was a good ſaying of a true Convert, Ego n# 


ſuws ego. Tam not I. And ag repentance 
converhiol 


| werfion doth at firſt change a mans Rate from mane thing 

Wnto Grace ; ſo by after-Repentings and Con- _y _— 
{hon , he 1s kept from final Apoſtafie, and car- —_ ah 

ed on to Glory, therein, and 

And therefore Soldiers of Chriſt, though back- an Angelic al 

"Widen ones, be convert, and as you iyere. There or duperna- 

four Returns in'one verſe, I preſs them all on m_ to riſe 

ly Return, return, O Sxlamite, return, return, 2 

"Wat ve 194) {ook upon thee, what ſhall we ſee in the Cant. 6, 13. 

| pH ? 3 : =_ the company of two Armies. We __ 

Wiken the back-flidmn uſe, the Salamite 15 . 

"Weturned, then ſhe will png for of two CH 

nies. And therefore back-ſliden Sulamitesy a compleac 

Kk-ſliden Societies, back-ſliding Souls ,back-fli- Quadrangle- 

&n Soldiers of Chriſt, Return, return, return,re- Army ſtrong 

=" unto him again, with haſt haſt, with all for Bancel. 

-Wheed repent and return, and that quickly, 

That Noble Captain Fovianar, Nould not ad- 

ditrun-aways from Chritt, into his Service, It 

#4! that your Captain will admit and accept of 

ck-Mliding Saints, and retnrning Soldiers, Re- 

n ye back-ſliding Children, and 1 will beal your 

luck-lidings; behold, we come unto thee, for thow Jet. 3. 22. 

Wo! the Lord our God. Rememneber therefore from 

pence thou ar t falten, and repent,and do the Firff REV. Bo Fo 

wrks, or elſe 1 will come unto thee quick/y,and will 

rmwvetby Candle-ſtick, ont of bis place, except 

nou repent. 


p 


if 


| The Tenth 
Tentkly, Bringers up of the Rear, double the word of Com» 

Front to the right entire, When the Front of an 9884- 

Amy is much aflaulted, and deeply evgaged, 

den this word of Command is given forth and 

ths duty moſt proper and feaſonable, Why, it 

19 


1s ſo with the Militant Church at this day, 
great intereſt of Chnft, your Leading-Comm 
der, lies at ſtake, and as very hotly diſputed 
the Front amongſt us. 
The Leading-Officers are all knock'd d 
mn one black day, with Statute-Clubs, and n 
Ipſo fatto, legally dead; and many of the 
have made themſelves ( as it were naturl 
dead ) more dead then the Enemy hath mak 
them ; And the File-leaders are hard beſet a 
much diſcomforted ; The Captain is engaged 
Colours are in Danger of carrying away; t 
Philiſtin; have beſet the Ark, and hopes to mi 
the day, ard to carry it aivay as a Trophee( 
Vittory. ; 
And therefore Bringers-up, you Rear-Sald 
ers, you of the Rear-guard, 'is time to comey 
and to double, tredle, yea to quadruplicate t 
Front in time of need ; Come up, zo the belpd 
the Lord againſt the mighty , and make goc 
the Front of the Militant Church, that 1s 
much ſhot at, and ſo much ſhatter'd and barte; 
already. Come up in your Spiritual Arms con 
pleat, and make good the Front. Come upt 
Zebulun «nd Naphthali, che People who Jeopar 
their lives unto death in tbe bigh Places rh 
Field ; Come uplike the Princes of Iſſac 
Deborah and Barak, and not ſtay back like R 
ben, among the Sheep-fold:, ro bear the bleating 
the flocks; for which diviſions there were gr 
thonghts of veart ; Do not ſtay like Gilead be 
Jordan, and like Dan, remain in the Ships, & 
Come up one and all i the Spiritual cont 
and play the men, for the be!p of tbe Lord 4g 
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57 
michty ; notvithRanding all the dangers of 
wands, of Baniſhment, or of Blood, the Front is 
n, Valiant Leonides, being told that his Ene- 
nies Arrows Were ſo thick in their flight, that 
Mey Shadowed the Sun-Beams. No matter 
aid he ) we ſhall ſee the better to Fight in the 
WWhadow. What if ſhadows and darkneſs of 
ui:ngers, of affliftion and perſecution be.in the 
ont, yet come up and do your duty in the 
alley and Shadow of Death. When y-w Aﬀts.12.3, |}, 
15 killed, and Peter took Priſoner in the Fight, #> 5: 
ret the Bringer-up of the Rear Rallied up to the 
Front, and did double it Entire, and ſo ſhould 
Wr0ov. Saith Chriſt, Peter, #hen then art convert-= 
Wed, frengthen thy brethren , and fo ſay Ito you, 
&EVouchiate all the Spiritual ffrengthning that poſ- 
M6bly you can, to your brethren and Fellow-Soldi- 
ers who are engaged before you. 


Eleventhly, Silence, and forlear Aſutininge The Eleventh 
Milicary Lav provides much againſt Mutining ; word of Coms 
Mutineers are ſeverely puniſhed as great offend- and. 
es: And ſo the Law of Chriſt provides for 

Wnothing more, then for the Peace and Unity of 
Klievers with, and amongſt themſelves z and 
threatens ſevere puniſhments to thoſe that break 
that Royal Law of his. 

The whole Law is comprized in this narrow . 
compaſs, 7hou foalt L:ve the Lord thy God Mar. 23. 27, 
ith a// thy heart, and thy Neigbb ur 45 thy a0, 29, 
tf, AhSirs 1 you have no reaſon to Mutin 
ant your Captain, for he is full of Peace, 

0 Love, and Siweetneſs, and will lay no un- 
reaſonable commands upon you. Take my Mar. 11. 295 
I Toke 3% 


| "I" | 
Yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I ans meek and 
lowly tn heart. And how much it is the mind 
Chrift, that the Saints ſhould have Peace and 


Union among themſelves, the Scripture doth 


abundantly teſtifie, in that the Lord Jeſus hath, 


I. Strictly Comtaanded it. 
2, Moſt highly Commended it. 
3. Moſt Pathetically Prayed for it. 


Firſt, How Stritly hath the Lord Jeſus 
Commanded it ? he Commands it over and over, 
he inculcates it ag1in and again, Foh, 13. 34 
A New Commandment I give uno you, that yt 
tove one another ; as I have loved you, that ye alſt 
love one another. This 1s an Old Commandment 
Newly Commanded ; a New Edition of an Old 


, Commandment. 
Pial. 13. r, 2. rw 


z i EI 
_— Secondly, How moſt highly is the Peace and the 


elſc by thoſe Union of the Saints commended, Beho!d how gud 
Towns of Ada- and pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell cogetber i 
mant which = gnity! it is like the precious Ointment np3n the heal 
they write of, *"H_LNEF LOT ont ol beard, 
bur the love of own upon tne beara, even Aarons veal 

Citizens, tht went down tothe jhivts of bis Garments. A 
which by no Whatan amiable, and lovely, delightful Gightits 
force or policy to ſeethe Peaceand Unity of the Saints, the Ser 
an be oyer= = vyants, and Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, How is it 
__ wo ſpoken in the commendation of Jeruſa/ems, thath 
hear, they builded as a City compatt together, and is at 
hold together, it) Fithia it ſe/f 2 The Lord Jeſus brings m0 
Pſal. x22. 3. reproof againſt the Charch of Pbi/ade/phia, 
Rev, 3. 8,9, gives. her the higheſt commendation o alf tie 


reſt, Now Philade/phia fignifies Brotne 


lor 


lave amongſt Believers ; he would bave them to 
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love. Whetre there is brotherly love, there 1s 
moſt commendation, and leaſt reproof. BEE 
Thirdly, How moſt pathetically hath the Lord - 
Jeſus prayed for it? What a moſt emphatical 
and patherical Petition was that of the Lord Jeſus 
unto his Father, Fob. 17. 21, 22, 23. Tb4! The Chrifti- 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in mt, ang inthe Pri- 
and I in thee ; that they alſo may be one. in ns, mitive times 
that the World may believe that thou baſt ſent were known by | 
we. eAnd the glory which thou gaveſt me, 1 ey wot. of * 
bave given them; 7 bat they may be one, even 4s agg m Hes 
ware one; { inthent, and thou in me that they then perſecu- 
may Le made perfect inone. How dota the Lord tors have look: 
Jefus fetch over rhis One again and again, That 9" it as ſtrange, 
they all may be one, and one as we are one, and that no threats 
be made perfe& in one. There be Four Glori- (414 mite 
ous Unions in the World. (1. The Perſonal chem confeſs, 
Union of the Blefl:d Trinity. (2.) The Hypo- or berray, or 
Ratical or Perſonal Union of the Divine and Hu- ccale to love 
maye Natures in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 3.) TE _— le 
The Myſtical Union of all B:lievers with Jeſus et go . 
| 54" n iſhed, rhar ir 
Chriſt, he the Head, and they the Members. could be ſaid 
ſo now, _ 
Scipio going againſt the Newmmtines, divides his Army into 5eo Com- 
Ws; and made one Band which he called Philonida, the Band of 
riends, Every Band of Chriſts Soldiers ſhould be ſuch a Band, 


(4.) The Union of all the Saints with one A Heathen 
another, Now the greatelt of all theſe Unions, Hiſtorian wri- 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt layes down as a Motive *ing of che 


unto, and a Pattein of that Union he would oy agg 
, Se 


hol —__— ey 61 
oe, as the Trinity 1S ONCE, as the Divmity choſe ha the 


ad Humanity are United in his own Perſon, ucver ſaw. 
I 3 and: 
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and as all Believers are United to himſelf, WMezs 
woalg he have them to be une amor themſeleeYo 
Ah Chriftiars ! the Lord Jeſus did bear this yet 
on his Hearc to the Father, That you mi vir 
cne: they were ſome of the laſt breathings 
his heartbefore his death. Oh lee the laſt wad * 

Gen. 13:3, © yourdying-Redeemer be remembred by yullfſce, 
© let threbe Ah Soldiers of Chriſt } th: Devils unite 
no bitte\neſs ſtrength againſt you, ard wicked men unite affine 
between #5,for * perſecuting of you, ( however they differ ame 
we are bic- | *. ms 
i ” themſelves) and will you mutiny and quarieſfor 
en, | | | 
and make Factions, and FraQtions, and part 
among your ſelves? As long as Chriſt is nal 
0 - divided, why ſhould you be divided ? The Laan 
oro Jeſus would have all thoſe that have Union wi 
not divide his PI9ſelf, to bave union with one another. Daſſſpnc 
ſeamle's gar- Pot cry down one another becauſe of ſome leſleſec 
ment, and will d;fferences in your Judgments, or becaule ya 
you civide gounder different titles and denominations, uſu 
tact _ Presbyterian, Tadependent, Anabaptiſt, and te 
Nice] B:ay.. like. The Lord Jeſus is now knocking andifÞoc 
i; *Tis obſer= laſhing his Soldiers tor this great offence ;- and 
vable dy rhe oh that 1t might be amended ! Forbear to bio 
Naturaliſts, and devour on? another, leſt ye Le conſumed 
th hte Of «nocher. 'TiS (aid of fokn the Divine , thiſſ: 
exaſts whics / > 
are moſt fierce When he was very aged, he would fean on li 
and ciucl ro - Cratches , and lay, Little Children, {ove wu 
vrliers, at®8Þ anther, Inc 
- molt loving to ), 
their own ; and will you be cruct 7 toe that bear your ovn Ima 
2rd the Image of Chriſt likewiie, and herein be mcre unnatural th 
the Brui:s ? 


| 

Atxander S ever ſeem? a COMmPany of Che Wh 
Rians fighting together, h2 commanded them. 
leat 
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12 off the name of Chriſtians; for, ſaid he, 
You profeſs your ſelves ro be Chriſtians, and 
et you are thus contending ; This 1s not the 
pirit of him whom. you do profels. 


1} 


Twelfthly, Iake ready, and provide for all The Twelfth 
| caſionss Get in, and la up proviſion againſr Word of 
th: ms of need : Ir is the duty and concern- Command. 
mncnt of all Soldiers tro make - preparation fa 
the greateſt dangers ; and the hotref} Service 
{for the choiceſt Sieges, for the moſt porent aſ- 
efaults, and moſt deſperate onfets, before the 
tangers and Enemies be at hand, they get their 

rms fix*d, and get in Ammunition and Provi- 
jon ; and ſee that their Fortifications be ſtrong, 

d their Magazine and Store-houſes be provi- 
ted : And ſo muſt the Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 

d:y muſt pcovide and ftoce themſelves for future 
Wines, for the greateſt hazards and dangers. 
ming up in ſtore a good Foundation for the time 1 Tins. 19. 
0» come, that chey may /ay hold on eternal life. Ah Snfiozuerto 

Woldiers of Jeſus Chrift ! make proviſion for the recando. 
Wyorlt of times; lay up againft Satans temptati- 
ons, and make proviſion for the Lords with- 
wcrarvments ; now your Souls may be at peace, 
2nd your Conſciences as calm as the dead Sea, 
ut you know not hoy ſoon a Rorm of trouble 
and rempration may ariſe and ſhake your Souls : 

David thought once, that his Monntain was ſo 
Irons that be ſhoald never be moved ; but (faith 
Ie) rbsu didſt hide thy face, and 1 was troubled. P:1.39-6:7. 
oy the waters of the SanRtuary , the River 
Mick makes glad the City of God, do flow up- 
0 on 


Prov 6. 6. 
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on you 3 but you know not how ſoon thoſe 1 
ters may be turned away, and the Manna th 
falls in ſome competent meaſure about ya 
Tents, may utterly ceaſe. Ah Chriſtians! ( 
you not ſee the ſtorm approaching, the clouds 
Blood and darkneſs that hang over your head 
and are gathering round abeut yon | the hand 
God, and the hand of Man that is ready to 
&upon you! You know not hoiy ſoon the & 
ſtroying Angel may make an On-ſet, and kno 
at your doors, and the King of Terrors may {c 
your Walls, creep in at your Windows, and fla 
you in the face ; you cannot. but underſtand thilf 
Arrows that are (harpned, the Bows that are be 
againſt you, the cruel Inſtruments for perſeaſ{ 
tion, for bonds, for baniſhment, and blood, tha! 
are prepared for you: And doth it not muciſj« 
concern you ro be preparing for it, to build all: 
an Ark before the flood is come > The Sola» 
m time of Peace, prepares for War; the pd 
Ant in Summer provides for Winter, thongbgu! 
ded only by a ſenſual inſtin& , the Mariners aFt 
ry Proviſion for the greateſt Rorms and dangen 
the Husband-man ſezing the clouds to gating / 
over his hay, he cries, Cock up, cock up, for « 
ſtorm is coming. And Chriftians, do not you! 
ſee-dangers to he near at hand, and will you, 1g 
Tonab, (leep in the Storm > Oh be perſwaded 
thay up provifion for an evil day, - for Sickneſs, 
Plague, for Poverty,: for Perſecution,&:. Tf 
it a threefold Proviſion to be made againſt an 


day. 


—_ — as 


-y 


1, 


63 


I. A ftock of precious Promiſes. 
2. A ſtock of Experiences. 
3. A ſteckof ſuffering: Graces. 


Firſt, Lay in, and lay up a good Rock of pre- 
Sous Pcomiſes. There are Promiſes fiuted 
every condition, for the worſt of times ; Oh 
at you would graſp them in, and lay themup ! 
y will be a foundation for your faith to build 
n, and for the Author of Hope to faſten on, and”Heb.6, 17,18, 
ll be ſure and Redfaſt in the greateſt ſtorm , 19. 
he Promiſes will be as the Cork to the net,as the 
Anchor tothe Ship in a ftorm, as a Cityof Re- 
wee to the Man-(layer, There 1s one Promiſe 
zMibat is more worth than the world, be ſure to 
vl lzy it up, P/a/. 84. 11. The Lord God 3s a Sun 
nudW.and « Shie/d, he will give orace and glory, and no 
good thing will be with-bold from them that walk 
mrighely, 
alt Secondly, Store up your former Experiences, 
Fl that is a precious proviſion for an ev:l day ; call 
catJto mind, with thePſalmiſt, your ſongs in the night, , 
en #1d the years of the right band of the Moft High. LETS. $8: 
they 7 bave remerwbred thy Judgments of 0ld, O Lord, 
or i «nd bave comforted my ſelf, Thus did Paw! for- 
Fl the his Spirit with former Experiences of Gods 
lia gracious 51mg to bear -him up under preſent, 
day and prepare him for future exigences ; Who de- » Cor. x. t0. 
lwired me from ſo great a death,and doth deliver, Roms 5. 4+ 
i whom we truſt that be mill yet deliver. Expe- 
rence worketh hope. 
Thirdly, Lay up more cf every grace, eſpe- 
cally of ſuffering-Graces, That which may 
dear up in a calm, may not be ſ:fficient in a 
Norm : 


Jer, 12. £ 


2 Tim. 3, x. 


Col. 1.9,10, 
It« 


Gen. 49-235 
Ihe 


ſorm e a candle will hold light in the Houſe, | 
if we go out in the Wind, we ſhall need a Tore 
If you have bat flrepgth to bold out zith the F 
men,how will you do to keep company with the Hu 
men? This was Pas/'s Exhortation to T ime 
before the Text, Thou,therefore,wy Son,be ſirny 
in the Grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus. If you 
Rrength be but enough to wreſtle with Pigmic 
and Dwarfs, how will you hold outagainſt Gp 
ants > What an Emphatical Gradation hath t| 
Apoſtle in his requelt for the Co/oſſians, to thi 
purpoſe ? T bat they might be filled with the knw 
{edg of Gods Will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritnal ur 
derſtanding : That they might walk worthy of th 
Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every gud 
work, and encreaſing in the knowledg of Out: 
ſtrengthened with all might , atcording to hrs gl, 
rious Power, unto all patience and long=ſuffering 
with joy{ulneſs, 
You have need tobe ſtrengthened wita al, 
might, and to all patience, for a ſuffering ume, ſ, 
Oh lay in much of Faith, much of Love, muc 
of Patience and Hope,&c. Theſe are Soul 
frengthening,and Soul-ſecuring-Graces. O be 
of the Lord, that yon may be ſtrengthened with 
all might,that you may be (as it were) all-might 
in ſufferings. Suffering-times, great ſuffering 
will not only try the truth of Grace, but alſo the 
ſtrevgth of Grace. Solciers of Chriſt, labout 
for ſuffering-Joſeph's Bleſſing, Thoxgh tir 
Archers hed forely prieved him, and ſþ# « 
him, and bated him; yet his Bow abode '* 
flrength, and the arms of bis hands were wait 


f!rong by the bands of the mighty God of Jun 
| a 


I. 
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Make Preparation and Provifon for the time of 
eed. 

And now I come to the Second Docrine,from 
ewords : 


WT bat it is the duty of Chrifts Soldiers to endure Do& 2. 
us the hardneſs of that relation, in their Profeſ- INT. 
ſon of him. 
And in peatbentng of this Truth, I ſhall ſhew 
ou theſe four things x 


1, bat bardneſs this is that Chriſt Soldiers 
any muſt endare. | 

1 thy they mnſt endure it. 

lll 3. How they muſt endure it. 

uM 4. The uſe that way, and ſhould be made of 


4 this Doftrine, unto our ſelves. 


Firſt then in general, Chriſts Soldiers muſt 
endure all that hatdneſs, which either their fins, 
or their profeſſion of Chriſt, may expoſe them 
unto, 

The ns of Chriſts Soldiers may expoſe them 
tomuch hardneſs, to great ſufferings, and that 
miſt be endured. 7 il! bear the Indipnation of | 
the Lord, becauſe 1 have ſinned againſt bim, (ait Mic. 7.9 
te Church. And fo likewiſe there is much 
tardneſs of affli tion and perſecution,which their 
profeſſion of Chriſt, and duty to him, doth ex- 
txoſe them unto; and that muſt be endured. 
Mbyſoever doth not bear bis Croſs, and come after 
m1 caunct be my Diſciple. There 18no entring 
Ciiſts Service, without bearing his Croſs, The 
Chriſtian, ſaith Lycher, is a Croſs-bearer : And 


K eodly 


Luk.I 4. 27. 
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godly Bradford, that bleſſed 3Zartyr, in his Le 
rer to the Town of Fa/den, ſaith, That he 
not learned his 4. B. C. in Religion, who hat 
not learnt the Leſſon of the Croſs. Yea, df 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt [ufn 


perſecution. 


Secondly, And more particularly, They mal 
endure hardneſs, 


I. Frm Ged. 

2, From Men. 

3. From the Devil. - 

4. In reſpect of themſelves, after u 
eſpecial manner. 


Firſt, That hardaeſs which comes more imme- 

diately from the hand of God, muli be endured 

Though the Lord hath his hand 1n ſome ſenſe, i 

all the Afflictions and Safferings of his people, 

mos 3,6. and there is no evil in tbe City which the Lil 
hath not done ; yet there are ſome evils of ſuffer 

ng, which come immediately, and onely hid 

the hand of the Lord : And David in that il 

choice ot his, did rather chocſe to fall into tit 

hands of God, than into the hands of Men , Tit 

Peſlilence was an immediate ſtroak of (00 

hand : All the bodily affliftions which God 1 

P'al.91. 5,6, flits, 7 be Terrour by nipht, and the Arrow thi 
2 Jeth Iy day, and the Peftiience that walkethin 
darkneſs, and the Deſtruttion that watketh 
noen-dayy,Fc, All Diſeaſes, Pains, Poverlf 
Loftes.and.Crofles, which the Lord brings upt 

onr Boctes, and all the laſhes and wounds & 

makes in our Souls, the haideſt of all affliction 


TILE 
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muſt be endured, if the Lord lays it on us, A Prov.18. 14; 
unded Spirit (faith Solomon) who can bear ? I f 
hriſts Soldiers do meet with Soul-wonnds, and 
Soirie-(younds , though never ſo grievous, yet 
hey muſt be born, What hard ſervice was hat 
hich Heman did endure ! as you may ſee at 
age, Pſal. 08, I4, I5, I6, 17. Lord , #hy 
aſteſt thou off my Soul? Why hideſt thou thy 
ae? Fc. This hard Service did Fob endure, 
phen the Arrows of the Almighty did enter his 
Soul. This hardneſs did David endure,when he 
oxplained of the breaking of his bones. And 
his hardneſs did the Lord Jeſus himſelf, the Cap- 
un of our Salvation, endure, when he cryed out, _ _ 
y G:d my God why haſt thou forſaken me? And ww For Garg 
ſomuch of this hard Service as he calls his Sol- Nibil eft rex 
ers unto, they muſt endure, In a word, all fatio vel wi- 
he Corp<ral and Spiritual Aflitions which God *"/ 7u1ds & 
rings upon us, during the time of our life, and — o_— 
a2 ſeparation of the Union of our Soul and Body ae — 
dy Death ; The laſt Fnemy,the King of Terrors, Deus Fars,.cx 
wp: be faced ; the hardneſs of Death muſt be homins poritur 
endured, this Earthly Tabernacle muſt be put #57. 
wlhf, (25 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed us) ——_ 
W- et. 1.14. h: 1 We. 
= Ge rg 
ſelf, were muſtered rogerher, they were nothing to this whereby God (ers 
limſclfcontrary to his poor creature. 


Secondly, The Soldiers of Chriſt muſt endare 

that hardnels {at comes from men. And there 

5 2 Tivo-fold hardneſs which muft be endured 
from men, 


K 2 1.7 ke 
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to pierce tho- 
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Plal. 42. 10. 
=” 

2s with a kil- 

ling. 

Plures necat 

lingua quam 

gladins, 


Pial. 64s 3. 
ay 
they ſpeak 
rauntitigly or 
ſharply. 
Pſal.140. 3. 
Jer. 9. 3, 8. 
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I. T be hardneſs of their Tongues. 
2. The hardneſs of thar Hands. 

Firſt, the hardne(s of the Tongue, that ſha 
that cutting, that poyſonous, that fiery weap 
muſt be endared : all the reproaches, ſlande 
revilings, tam:tings, ſcofhings, backbitings, gt 
which they meet wathal, muſt be endured, Hi 
II, 36. And others had 7 ryal of cruel mccki 
Mockings are rank'd here among the great ſufte 
ings of the Saints, among the other hard ſervice 
which Chriſts Soldiers did endure, and are al 
led a Tryal,and ſaid to he cruel. Ohthe crudy 
that is in the Tongues of men ! waat cruel we 
_ are they ! David felt them as killing inh 

nes: As with a Sword in my bones, mine t 
wits reproach me. The Sword in the fleſh is vey 
painful, but the Sword in the bones is much max 
erievous, Oh how cutting and killing are tk 
Tongues of men ! what ſad Epithetes are give 
the Tongue in Scripture! Sometim?s it is calle 
a Smordyea a fearp Sword ard as if it would nit 
Cut and prerce enough, they whet it alſo, SOtt- 
times they are ſaid to have their Tongues ſhary 
ned as a Serpent ; and then how (tinging and pope 
ſonous are they, when they h:{s oat their Poyſon! 
Sometimes the wicked act the part of cruel At 
chers with their tongues, and it will go hard but 
they will hit the mark they level at , They bel 
c.eir trngue lile their bow for lies; and their oh 
is «5 an -r0w [hos out. Sometimes theſe $ki 
Archers and Bow-men of Satan level and aim 4 
Chrifts Solciiers, to (irike them in their Reputt- 
tio:), ſometimes their Eſtates, ſometimes thet 


Liberties,and {omct:mes at their very wel 
L 
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ord Jeſus,the Captain of our Salyation, (as well 
8 his Soldiers) hath been ſhot at, and wounded 
all theſe ; how thick and threefold were theſe 
wyſoned Arrows let fly at him, as well as his ,,,,,, hoo po 
Soldiers) They ſaid of Chrift, Beho/d a Dran= teſt ferre tans 
rd, 4 Hine-bilber, a Friend of Pablicans and tm cortemptum 
UW Sinners ; a Conurer, be cafteth out Devi!s by ſut quantuxs 
Beelzebub, the Prince of Devils, an enemy to _ pc 
Ceſar ; and atlaſt, a Blaſphemer, and there they ;, p11... 
rack him dead. Fobn the Baptiſt (they ſaid) | 
had a Devil ; and Stephen the Deacon was a Blaſs In facian iNam 
of phemer ; and Pas! was accuſed for being a Peſti- 149? fincFus 
ll lent fellow, 4 mover of Sedition, a Ring-leader of Fat — 
tbe $57 of the Nazarens, and hath alſo gone about ;, oe »ivads 
” prophane the Temple. How mcſt Emphatically vadias occulutts 
Wdoth the Apoſtle { Y ſet out the evil of this Chryloſt. 
ol cruel weapon, the Tongue ! And tbe tongue is 4 _ 
rl fire, 4 world of iniquity it ſetteth on fire £ #bole Tas 6 
ll come of Nature, and ts ſet on fire of Hell: Oh * © OO 
what a fiery weapon 18 this, when tipt with the 
fire of Hell 1 Fire hath a tormenting quality, and 
ſo hath the Tongye ; and fire hath a conſuming 
quality, ſo hath the tongue. Oh how doth the 
tongue, like a fire, conſume and deftroy mens 
reputations, goods, liberties, and lives ! Ah Sol- 
diers of Chrift ! cbear up and endure the hard- 
neſs of Chriſts Service, with theſe Sword-men, 
theſe Spear-men, theſe Bow-men of Hell, You 
mult expeR this ſcourge, th2ſe abs, theſe cuts, 
theſe ſhots, theſe granaddes and fire-balls of Hell 
tobe caft at you, and to come among you, This 
Is one part of the hardneſs you muſt expe& to en- 
dare in the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Secondly, 


AQ.12.1,2,3. 
The louls of 
Tyrants arc 
compoſed of 
arrogancy and 
cruelty, ſaith 
Pliutarch, 


Dorothcs:, 


Fuſtbins, 
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Secondly,There is the hardneſs of mens Hand 
as well as of their Tongues, that Chriſts Soldig 
muſt endare. Wicked men have Leaden feet,y 
Iron hands, which many times fall heavy ont 
Soldiers of Chrift. How heavy was the firoke 
Cain's hand at firſt on his righteous Brother ? Th 
firſt blow that was given in the world, was Deatl 
How heavy did Pharaoh's hard lie upon the [| 
raelites 1in Eoy t? and Nebuchadnezar's, | 
their B2by/on1/h Captivity ? Ana how heavyd 
Herods hand fall on the Chriſtians , when ke 
ſtretched it out to vex certain of the Church 
Some he «illed,ſome were impriſoned, &c, Hon 
much do the Scriptures and other. Hiſtories tel 
us, what hardneſs the Saints have endured, both 
under the Old Teſtament and New ? How mud 
may we read of the greatneſs of the ſufferings 
the Old-Teſtament-Believers, of the hotneſt 
and hardneſs of their ſervice, in that !/ttle Book 
of Martyrs, Heb. 11.35. to the end of the Chap 
ter, 7hey were tortured with [courging;, bond 
and impriſonment ; they were ſtoned, iLev nin 
ſawn aſunder, tempted, ſlain with the Sword, they ri 
wandred about in Sheep-sins and Goat-tkins, Wt 
Deſarts and in Monutains , and in Dens ann 
Caves of the Earth, being Deſtirate, Aſſlifttd, 
Turmented. And Hiſtory witneſſeth, That ven Wt 
Stephen the Prota- Martyr was ſtoned, two thou- I 
ſand others which velieved in Chriſt, were put W{ 
to death the fame day. All the twelve Apo-W: 
les, after variety of Perſecution and hardnebWI Þ 
endured, ſuffered ſeveral violent deaths, by te t 


hands of men, Jebn only excepted;; And n 
Ws 


I 


Patmos, and (as tome Hiftories ſay) he Muna- 
louſly eſcaped oat of a Tun of (calding Oyl, 
nto which be was calt by Domitian the Empe- 
urs 
Peter was crucified whith his heels upward, 
We-cauſe be thought himſelf unworthy of the ho- 
ur to be crucified like Chriſt, Andrew was 
racified by Egeas King of Edeſſa. TJ<mes the 
rother of Fobn, was killed by Hersd, James the 
0a of 4/phens (who was called tne juſt man)was 
Won irom a Pinnacle of the Temple. Philip 
25 crucified and Roned to death at Hieropolic, a 
ity of Phrygia. Bartholomew Was beaten down 
th faves, as he was Preaching 1a a City of 4;/- 
nia, and afterwards crucified,and his skin fleyd 
ff, and then he was beheaded, Thomas was (lain 
with a Dart at Cal/amina 1n [ndia. Matthew Was 
tun thorovy with a Sword, as ſome write : or ſlain 
witha Spear, as others. Libbeus was ſlain by 
Agbaras King of Edeſſa. Simon Was crucified 
id Eoypr, as ſomerelate ; or, as others, he and 
1 Fode were ſlain in a tumult of the people. Mar- 
by Wetia, that came in the place of Fudas the Tray- 
"Wer, was toned, and afterwards beheaded, Pax! 
nd W725 beheaded at &:w;e by bloody Were. 
0 This hardneſs did thoſe Champions and Fror- 
WI ters endure, The Lord Jeſus doth not uſe conrt- 
u- i ihipand flattery,to complement Soldiers into his 
ul ſervice with promiſes ot preferment, riches,eaſe, 
0- I nd proſperity, as many other Commanders do ; 
15M But he tells them the worſt of his ſervice at firſt, 
*Y be tells them of the Croſs, before the Crown and 
Reward s 


be Scripture tells us, was baniſhed into the Ile 


Ag I 3. I,2+ 


Luke 19. 23. 


x Cor. 13. 31. 


2 Cor. 4. 19, 
Il. 
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Reward, and we maſt take up the Croſs xy 
comes, it mutt be taken np daily. What, 
day a Croſs to be born? I hope then it is n 
heavy, ſome may ſay? Yes, as heavy asdent 
t1sa killing-Croſs , 7 die daily, (aith Paw. Þ 
then,you may ſuppoſe,if it muſt be anevery daie 
and a killing-Croſs, that there will be ſome jt 
termifſion or refreſhment ſome time or other j 
the day : Not ſo neither, For thy ſake are oil 
killed all the day long. Killed at morning, killed 
at noon, killed at night, killed every day,and k 
led all the day long; alwaies delivered up to deat 
and bearing about the dyings of the Lord Jeſu, 
Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! this is part of your War- 
fare , this hard ſervice, this dangerous Croſs; 
bearing, Killing, Dying duty, muſt be performed 
whenſoever you are put upon it, and as much of 
It as thz Lord Jeſus ſhall call you unto ; Theſe 
skirmyſhes, theſe ſharp fights of perſecution, you 
mul} endure, The Apoſtle tells the believing 
Hebrew;, that they endured 4 great fight of ul 
ions. Chrifts Soldiers muſt expect to endure 
oreat fights of affliction and perſecution from 
men. This is another part of their hicdneſ, 
they muſt endure when call'd unto it by Jeſus 
Chrit, 


Thirdly. The Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, mult 
endure hardneſs from the Devil. They muſt ex- 
pe hard ſe: vice , and hot ſervice 1n _ 
the Liſt, and fighting the Duzl ; in grapling a 
wreſtling wich thoſe Principalities and Powert, 
and Spiritual wickedneſs in kick places, It is hard 
ſervice to wreſtle with a roaring Lion ; f 
muy 


| 88-6 and thrown by the ſtrong hand of the Devil 


[4 r l\ 
ard 
"ov 


premy it ſelf ; Command that theſe tones be mide ger. Heis 
 Wrtad; Caſt thy ſelf down from the pinacle ; fall calle alſo with 


kere are all the Kingdoms of the world in their S**dim.thar is, 


ach more harder to wreſtle with an enraged 
evil: To wreſtle with a Lyon, is but to con- 
& with fleſh and blood ; but Satan is a potent, 
wertul Spicit, The Devils skilful in Fire- 
orks, the hotteſt, hardeſt, and moſt dangerous 

xe of all ; the Apoſtle tells Chrifts Soldi- 
ws of the fiery. Darts of the Devil. They aje Eph. 6.12; 
arts made ſharp, to penetrate and pierce the = war 


The Devil be= 
,and fiery to burn and torment, and then ing full of Ma- 


'*3 lice, ſets him- 
[ then, all the pery Darts of the Devil, which ſe f, as an Enes 


notes the abundance that he hath of theſe In- my, againſt the 

ments of cruelty ; the Rtore=houſe of Hell is Lord and his 

ul of theſe, he hath of all ſorts and ſizes, for all Teneres, 
ks and degrees of Chriſtians,for the little chil-. 7117. he is 

gen, young-men, and adult ones likewiſe ; He named in He» 

alt ſome of the worſt and moſt cruel that he brew, Saran, 

ed, at the Captain of our ſalvation himſelf, un- *bat is Fiene, 


| "F4 , an adyerſar 
elief, atheiſm, ſelf-murder, idolatry, and blaſ- enemy, ar -= 


b 


wnand norſbip me. Here is a boon for thy labour, his fellows, 


glory for thee : What canſt thou have more ? _— : | 


What a cruel Dart was this caſt, for a God to ich they dog 
preying upon 

the Creatures, and ſpoyling them. And Segbnirim, that is, rough, rug= 
Id, or hairy, for the horror of their Hew, wherein they appeared, like 
Kr:, or other ugly Creatures, to terrific ſuch as ſaw them. In Greek 
it is named Diabotos (Devil) that is a Calumniator, becauſe he malici- 
wly accuſerh, derra&erh, and depraverh, The wicked or malignant one, - 

moleſting, and with his fiery Darts endeavouring mans ruine and mi- 
ſry : A Serpent, a Dragon) for his ſubcilry and fierceneſs, and yenemeus 
tire;&c, Ajuſworth Com. of Sts, Lui. 4.13. 


L worſhip 
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worſhip a Devil ? Ah Soldiers of Chrif!you m 

expe&t to endure ſuch kind of hardneſs as th 
from the Devil : Sometimes temptations to pre 
ſumption, ſometimes to deſpair, ſometimes 

queſtion the Attributes of God, ſometimes th 
Word of God, ſometimes the Works of Gat 
ſometimes the very being of God : you muſt eq 
dure the hardneſs of theſe ſoul-piercing and bur 
ing Darts, It was hard ſervice that Standery 


had, in his War againſt the 77k ; but Chin 


Soldiers have harder in the Warfare of the 
againſt the Devil. Chriſtians,if you are good & 
diers of Chriſt, you can more or leſs experience 
the hardneſs of this ſervice, the Devil will notk 
you bealwayes quiet. 


The Devil left Chriſt ('tis ſaid) for a ſeaſon;}? 


It ſeems he intended to make an onſet again. * 
* Fourthly, Chrifts Soldiers muſt endure hard- 
neſs, with a more ſpecial relation unto thett- 
ſelves. And here is a threefold hardneſs to be en- 
dured, upon this account : 

t. The hardneſs of ſelf-denyal,in parting witl 
worldly enjoyments when called for. 

2, The hardneſs of Mortification, in crucitying 
internal corruptions. 

3. Thehardneſs of their particular places and 
ſtations, 

Firſt, There is the hardneſs of ſelf-denyal, 
in parting with the beſt, the neareſt, the dear 
eſt, and choiceſt of our outward enjoymen 
When the Lord Jeſus calls for them ; Father, 
Mother , Brethren , Siſters, Wife, Chileten, 
Houſe and Lan, yea, and our vety Livesalſo, 
or elſe we cannot be the Diiciptes and __ 

et 
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N ers of Jeſus Chriſt. This is hard ſervice ſome will mT vince & 
«Way : yet, if put upon it, it mat} be endured, The 2undus tibs 
*MWrich man mentioned, ar. 10. 21,2 2,conld not vis: eſt, &c. 
endure ſo much as to hear of the hardneſs of a OY | 
this ſervice, much leſs to performit ; He 4s you 5c con. 
on [id at that ſaying, and ment anay grieved : This quered to thee. 
ſervice of parting with all his Poſſeſſions, was 
Wtoo hard for him, he could not touch with it, not- 

I vithtanding all his ſeeming forwardneſs : This 

Wis harder then for a Came/ to go through aneedles 
4Weye ; and yet, the Soldiers of Chriſt have en- * 

Mdured it, and muſt endure it; Zo, ſaith Peter, we Heb. a : - 
have left all and followed thee. This hard ſervice 
did 4lraham, the Father of the Faithful endure, 
in parting firſt with his own Country which is (as 
the Philoſopher ſaith ) ſweet toall. By Faith 
Abrabam, when be was called to go ont into 4 place 4 
which be ſhould after receive for an Inheritance, 
lejed, and be went out, not knowing nbither he 
vent, The Lord bade Abrabaw depart his 
Country,and Abrabamreadily ſubmitted , never 
diſputed the caſe whither he muſt go, or to what 
Country, or what accommodation he ſhould have, 
Fhether an Houſe, or a Tent to dwell ing but 
reacily obeyed. And afterwards, this great 
Champion of the Lord was put upon a harder 
piece of ſelf-deny:ng-ſervice, in parting with h's 
yon, By Faith Abraham, when he was tryed) 

iffered up Iſaac, and be that bad received ihe — Tho 399 
promiſe, offered uy bis only begotten Son, of ub m 
it was ſaid,in Iaac ſhall thy ſeed be called. Whit 

a piece of hard, ſelf-denying ſervice was this ? to 

part with his Son, his begotten Son, his only 
bezotten SON, his 1ſaac, bis laughter, his Joyrnie 

2 e- 
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delight,the Son to whom the Promiſe was mady 
ahd the Nations of the Earth were to be Bleſk 
n him ? a Carral Soul, and a cowardly Sold 
would have reaſoned thus, Why Lord! taket 
Oxen, my Sheep, my Servants, but ſpare my$ 
this is my 7/aac, th: joy and delight of my he: 
this is my only begotten Son, this 1s all the ſeed 
have by Sarah the free-woman, this 1s the Son 
the Promiſe,there is none in the World that hy 
things of ſuch concernment depending on hin 
this Son of mine hath, What ſhall become oft! 
Nations, which are promiſed to be Bleſſed 
him 2? And 1t I muſt needs part with him inde 
that he muſt be Sacrificed, let it be done 
ſome other hand, and not by mine: Wh 
am the Father that begat him, and he lies ne 
my heart, *tos Iike Death it ſelf to think of | 
Death , butfor me to be the Butcher that n 
kill him, this kills my heart, in this one thing 
me be ſpared ; this ſervice and duty 1s too 
for me. 


But Faithful Abrabaws makes none of the 
carnal Pleas, the command being given, 
aroſe early in the morning, and went read 
about his hard ſelf-denying ſervice, Chi 
Soldiers have been put upon the hardneſs 
ſelf-denying ſervice many a time, in parti 
with the neareſt and deareſt of their work 
enjoyments; And theſe things muſt be part 
with if Chriſt calls for them, yea and hated 
when they come 1n competition, or compil 
ſon with him : This hardneſs muſt be endare 
or elſe, you cannot be Chriſts Diſciples q So 


ff 


MCP, 


. If any man come wnto we, and bate not 
Father and Mother, Wife and Children, Bre= 
ren and Siſters,ea and bis opn life alſo, be can= 
be my Diſciple : Nothing below, is more 
ar then lite, Skin for shin» and all that a man. - 
þ will be give for bis life; and yet that muſt 
denyed and parted with. They loved not their 
es, unto the Death. It was a notable ſaying 
George Carpenter, a Martyr of Bavaria: Ay 
ife and Children are ſo dear unto me, that all 
8 riches of the Dakedom ſhould nat purchaſe thews 
om me: But for the ſake of my Lord God, 1 
ingly forſake them. Shall Clcoparra diſſolve Cleopatra the 
Jewel, worth thouſands freely, and drink it laſt Queen of 
for the ſake of Jſark Antbony, out of her wan- 2p!» invited 
mn love, And can you love Chriſt truely, and —_— Ss h 
xt diſſolve your choiceſt Jewels for him as wil- qe 0:81, 1 
e oLvec 


Luk. 14. 26, 


Rev.12, 11. - 


noly and freely > Shall others be (0 profuſe to in Vinegar a 
tisfe theic Luſt, to diffolve Jewels and Pearls, Pearl prized 
d ſhall you think any thing too dear to part at 3n Hundred 


ith for Chriſt > When Alexander the Great SF"rcie. 
ad Conquered the Country of Arabia, he ſent 
Ship-load of Frankincenſe to a Noble-man of 
IS acquaintance, and bade him ſerve the Gods 
lentifully,xnd not offer incenſe miſerably, - Ah 

ariſtians ! ſhall Heathens ſerve their falſe goas 


ally, and vill you ſerve the true God mi- 
ly ? 


Secondly, There is the hardneſs of mortifica- 

on, an the Crucifying of Internal Corruption. 

lis ſerv:ce is too hard for the Hypocrite to en- 

lure : out-fide eakie ſervice, that he will engage 

SW ; but as for this inward fin-crucifying —_ 
en WI 


Mat.5.29,30. 


Auſtint con= 
felſed of him=- 
ſelf. Non plac.t 
2ra:ſ;re per iſtas 
arguiſtias, 1 do 
not loye to 
paſs through 
thoſe Rraits. 
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will not touch it. The Carnal Jews would 
multitudes of Sheep and Oxen for Sacrifice, x 
the Lord complained of them ; 7s har purpoſt 
the multitude of your Sacrifices to me, ſaith 
Lord ? 1 am full of the burnt-offerings of Re 
and the fat of fed Beaſts,&s. But then they wa 
not ſlay one Sin, they were content to endun 
the hardneſs of the Circumciſion of che Fleſh, 
for cutting off of the fore-skin of the hex 
the Crrcamciſion of the Spirit, that was ſo hat 
and painful, that they would not endure , The 
Circumciſion that was made with hands,was (mai 
ing. but the Circumciſion that is made withas 
hands, in putting off the Body of the Sing of th 
Flefh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, as the Apt 
le hath it, this is harder to be endured. Ifthe 
cutting the ſtone in the bladder be ſo painh 
what is the cutting of the ſtone in the heart? Ad 
Soldiers of Chriſt j here 1s the hardeſt of all your 
ſervice within you, in Mortifying and Crucilye 
ing of innate Corruptions , this body of Sin, 
how hard is it! Adortifie your Members nhid 
are upon the Eartb,&c. The killing of Sin, 8 
as the killing of the Members of the Body; 
this is plucking out of right eyes, and cutting 
off of right hands ; this is Cracifying-work, ant 
Crucifying ſervice 1s hard ſervice, / am Ci 
cified with Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle : The Cut 
cifying of the Natural Body, how painfull and 
orievous Was it? for the Body to be nailed 
and foet to the Croſs, it was a painful, had 
and lingering death, that the Rowans uſed til 
put their MalefaQtors to : and ſach is the Dea 


. of Sin in the Soul, it is ſet forth in the Scrip- 
tur 


ms *®, 
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ſt beloved Luſts,the moſt pleaſurable and pro- 
ktable Sins Muſt be nailed to the Croſs, and be 
rucifying with Chriſt, this is bloody, killing 
ſervice, yet this Chriſts Soldiers muſt endure: 
And not ſay to Chriſt,as Zipporab did to Moſes, 
4 Bloody Husband,a Bloody Captain rbou art #n- 
"ue. we, Lecanſe of this Cirenmciſion, | 
= Thirdly , Chriſts Soldiers muſt endure the 
hardneſs of their particular Places and Stations, 
unto which they are called, Some Soldiers are 
Walled to harder ſervicethan others; the Forlorn 
bop, and the Van, may meet with harder ſervice 
onVthan the main Body of the Army ; The Frontiers 
nd File-Leaders may meet with harder ſervice 
""Witan the Rear; and the Watch-men that lie 
Une Purdue, and Rand Sentinels, with haxder duty, 
"than thoſe that abide on the 'Guard ; ſome are 
exoſ'd to more hardſhips and difficulties thati 
[-"Fotders, but every Soldier muſt endure the hard- 
"Wels of that Station where he is ſet, of that parti- 
ular duty that is required of him. The Senti- 
| muſt not quit his Watch, and ſay, It is too 
cold to ſand ont, and the ſhots do flie thick, it 
Sto dangerous being here; The File-Leaders 
(uſt not face about and fall back in the Rear, de- 
Quſe the hardeſt ſervice is in the Front, there 
az the Wounded,and there are moſt Slain : The 
Leading Officers muſt not bid the Private Sol- 
vers fall on,and themſelves run away : The Co- 
Ws are moſt ſhot at, yet the Standard-bearec 
nd Enfign muſt and by them,and Diſplay them 
Ithe face of the Enemy. And & it is ro - 
lt- 
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ue by the Crucifying of Jeſos Chriſt, when the 


Exod. 4-353 
26. 


AR. 9,15,16- 


x Cor. 9.16. 


Phil. 1.17- 


3 Tim; 4.5 


Militant Church, the Lord Jeſus doth call { 
of his Soldiers to harder ſervice than athers: P 
was no ſooner liſted under Chriſts Banher, but 
was Put upon harder ſervice than ordinary,to be 
thename of Chriſt before the Genri/es,and Kingy 
and the Children of 1ſrae!; 7 will /hew bim| 
reat things he muſt ſuffer for wy Names 
To bear x. Nane of ark before are 
Kings, and the //rae/ites, muſt neceſſarily e 
oſe him to ſuffer great things : yet, here he kept 
his Ration, and liv'd and qy'd in the duty he 
commanded unto, and put upon : He boret 
Standard of the Goſpel, Preached Chriſt, cat 
verted Sinners, planted Churches, edified and 
confirmed Believers, endure*l the Whip ofcey 
and the Priſon often, and laid down his life | 
Chriſts ſervice atlaſt, The Miniſters of Chrilif, 
are Officers in the Militant Church, and are puff, 
upon harder ſervice than other Soldiers, and ſoft 
of them call'd to harder duty ſometimes th 
others ; but yet notwithſtanding they muſt do 
their duty,and take their lot, For neceſſity is 1 
»pon me; yeaglw0 is meyif 1 Preach not the Goſqe 
Where I am ſet, there I muſt abide, 7 aw ſes f# 
the defence of the Goſpel ; and defend it I mul 
notwithſtanding all the Stripes, the Bonds, 
Dangers, the Deaths that I may meet with 
this ſervice. | 
Timothy was call'd forth, to do the duty of 
Evangeliſt, and to endure the hardneſs of th 
flation. But watch thou in a!l things, enawt 
Affitions, do the work of an Evangeliſt, ma 
Full proof of thy Miniſtry. It was hard duty! 


(8) 
wand down Preachiog of Chriſt, when Chri- 
Wanty was ſo much perſecuted , when it was 
VE» to expoſe him firſt to the Whip, next to the 
iſ:n, next to Bantſhment, and at laſt to Death 
ſeif; Why, Timorby, 1t's all a caſe, thou 
ut do the work of an Evangelift, and make full 
of of thy Miniſtry, and endure the Aflitions 
d Hardneſs which belongs to thy Station, 


It was hard duty which both the Prophet and 
MW: People were put upon, in Feroboam's time; 
then the King,and the Ten Tribes revolted from 
je true Workkip of God : When Spies and In- 
""Wocme:s were ſet to watch who would not con- 
"Mm to the Calves, which the King had ſet up at 
' Wan and Bethe). When the Prophet Hoſea was 
"WM charge home, and let flie Menaces and Judg- 
"Wents ag2inft Prieft and King, yet he went upon 
"WW, 20d ><rformed it. Hear this, O Prieſt, and Hol.s. r, >: 
arken ye Honſe of Iſrael, and give ye ear, O 
uaſe of the King ; for Fudgment is toward youy 
aſe ye have been 4 ſnare on Mizpah, and a net 
[- Whr:d p0n Tabor. And the revolters are pro- 
fund to wake flanghter, though I have been a Re= 
r of them all. 
Mizpah and T abor, were places which lay be- 
Meen Jeruſalem and Samaria, Where the Ten 
ndes did refide z and Jersſaleos, whither the 
* Wodly Non-cenformiſts of the Tribes did go to 
ſhip : Now they were topaſs along by thoſe Mr.Bur:0 948 
esof Afizpah and Tabor, as they went in Jobs Seed, 
beir journey, and there the King and the Prieſts Fa8+ 179» 
kd ſet Spies and Watches to enſnare and intrap 
bem, to catch them, and na puniſhments up- 
on 


Gen. Blike, 


(8) 

on them, for their not conforming unto 
beam:'s Idolatrous Worſhip, Well, the Þ) 
pher being called to this duty, he chargethi 
the Prieſts, and lets flie at the King, and 
Courtiers - and tells them, how that bony 
revolred from the true Worſhip of God, 
had laid their ſnares and nets to catchthey ob 
ly Non-conformiſts; and tells them, Thattt 
deſigns were profound, and laid deep for (laup 
ter, 

And ſo the godly Non-conformiſts of 
Tribes, would keep their courſe unto Fera/, 
to Worſhip the Lord, as they were wont, 1 
withſtanding the King, and the greater number 
the Tribes were revolted , and the ſnares u 
nets that were laid for them, and the ſpies, a 
trapanne:s, Which did watch for them in wel 
way : Yet Jeruſa/em: being the place of 
ſhip, thither they would go; they would key 
on their march , notwithſtanding the Enewue 
Amouſh-cadoes, and dangers , and difficult 
that were in their way. Ah Soldiers of Chalt 
whereſoever you are placed, you muft et 
the hardneſs of that Ration and duty unto wind 
you are called, If your ſervice be harder than 
hath been formerly, or harder than others is it 
preſent, yet if put upon, you muſt endure it, 
I remember a paſſage I had from the mouth! 
a Perſon of Honour , and Valour : When 
( faith he ) ſhould a Miniſter die, but in ti 
Pulpit> Ah where ſhould Chrifts Miniſten 
live and die, but where they are ſet, either 
their Puſpits , or Pulpit-work, in the duty 


their proper Rations > And fo likewiſe all Chriſ 
| Soldiers 


Adiers, are to endure the hardneſs of their par- 
alar Rations Where they are fet , wh:ther as 
weriors or Inferiors, as Maſter and Servant, 
rent and Children, &c. 
It was hard and. hot ſervice which the Angel 
the Church,and the Church of Pergamos were 
d unto, and dangerous Randing where they 
eſet ; It was where the Devil did dwell,and 
ere the (lain did lie, and yet there they held 
out. 1 know thy works, and where thou dwel- Rev. 2.13; 
f, even where Satans ſeat is ; and thou holdeſÞ 
oft my Name, and' baſ} not denied my Faith, 
ven in thoſe dayes wherein Antipas was wy faick» 
u Martyr, who was ſlain among you, where $a- 
mm daefeth. They were called to ftand by 
tans ſeat, at the Devils door, where Satan 
Ivelt, and Where Antipas Was ſlain and yet 
MWihecre they Rood and held it out, at puſh of Pike 
25it were with the Devil) in the midſt of all 
te dangers and deaths that were before them, 


The Militant Church ſhould be like the Hea- 
nly Hoſt, to fight in their courſes. Ir is ſaid, 
WT te Stars in their courſes fought againſt Siſera. Jude, 5.10, 

of The beavenly Lamrjnaries are called an Hoſt, not 
only for their number , bue alſo for their order 
they keep, Iike an Army well Martial'd, The 
91, Moon, and Stars, they all keep their own 
Otbs and Spheres, they keep their Courſes, and 
perform their Revolutions in their ſeveral ſtati- 
ons, although the cloyds gather never ſo thick 
and black, and the greateft Eclipſes, or darkeſt 
Night come never ſo often. And ſo ſhould Chriſts 
Soldiers, like theſe Cceleſtial Bodies, keep their 
M 2 courſes 


courſes and tations where they are ſet. Oy 
ploomy dayes, the thick clouds, the ſharp ſhoy 
ers that Paz/ did meet with ! And yet liket 
Sun 1n the Firmament, he kept his courſe, 
Att. 20.322, was reſolved to finiſh it: And now bebold, I þ 
23s 24+ bound in the Spirit unto Jeruſalem, not knoni 
| the things that ſhall befall me there : Save, t 
tbe Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, ſayin 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. But nont 
theſe things move me, neither count I my Li 
dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my com 
with joy, and the Miniftry which 1 bave recein 
of the Lord Jeſus , to Teſtifie the Goſpe! of t 
Grace of God, 
Paul kept his Courſe, until he had finithedhi 
Courſe and his Miniftry with Martyrdome, 
loſt his Head on Wero's Block. And ſo ſhoul 
every good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt endure the 
hardneſs of their particular places and ſatic 
rvhere they are ſet, come what there will, or cat 
upon them, 
The ſecond thing to be ſpoken unto, is to gir 
you the Grounds or Reaſons of this Truth, Wiy 
Chriſts Soldiers muſt endure hardneſs : And it- 
ſtead of many more that might be given, take 
the'e four following, 
 Reaf. Firſt, Chrilts Soldiers muſt endure the had 
_ the Per- neſs of that Relation in their Profeſſing of him, 
a1 Becauſe he commands and requires it, 
tian> complai= . | | 
ned aoainſt If there were noother reaſon to be given, thi 
their adyerſa- 


ries to Julian the Empcrow, defiringJuſtice ; he anſwered them, Ir is yout 


Maſters commangment,. that you ſhould bear all kind of Injuries with 
Paticncc- 


ONe 


| 
| 


' out 
ith 
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ene is enough to carry it againſt all the carnal 
Reaſon in the World, that can be brought againſt 
it, How often hath the Lord Jeſus commanded 
the taking up of the Croſs ? How often hath the 
Lord Jeſus his Come after me, and follow me ? 
And 1t isnot for a Soldier to diſpute the Com- 
mands of his Capital Officer. The Fiat, the Sic 
volo, of Jeſus Chriſt, is enough againſt all the 
World. Heis General/i//imo, and hath-the Pre- 
rogative-Royal ; he hath the Supremacy in Hea- 
ven and Earth ; and therefore it is good reaſon 
that his Commands ſhould be obeyed ; and his 
Will ſhould be done in Earth as well as in Hea- 
ven, Who are we, that we ſhould diſpute the 


Will, or the Commands of Chuſt ? Lord, What Mya, 6, 11. 


wilt thou bave me to do, ſaid Pay! ? And when 
he was ſhewed what hard duty he was to perform, 
what great things he muſt ſuffer in his ſervice for 
the ſake of Chriſt, he did not diſpute the caſe, 
but being commanded,he went on upon it imme- 


dately, and conferred not with fleſh and blood Gal, 1+ 16. 4 


adout this matter, but readily ſubmnutted, - 


Secondly, Chriſts Soldiers muſt endure the 2 Reaf. 


hardneſs of that relation,in their profeſſing,of him, 
Becauſe otherwiſe they cannot be good Soldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Hypocrites, they will take np 
the eafe duties, they will waſh the Hands, 'the 
Cup, the Platter,c+c. but they will not endure 
the waſhing of the Heart. They will take up 
the eafie Commands, bur paſs by the-hard. : They 
will follow Chriſt in fair Weather, and in the 
Sun-ſhine of Proſperity ;but will hang the Wirg, 
| an 


(86) 


Mr. Hillier and ſhrink when Adverfity and Perſecution 
the MartY'y in comes. Hypocrites Will follow Chriſt for the 
= _ World, and tor the Loaves, but will not follow 
faich, In this  BYM for himſelf, and for love. They wilt take 
time we muſt UP the Promiſes p and his Preferthents L but not 
needs either Hs Croſs, and Inconveniencies, They wall fol. 
> Arr we low him whencryed up with a2 HMoſanna, and in 
e114; his Tpiumph ; but will leave him 1n his Match to 
UL 09idls 
<&s, and con {© Garden, and tO Mount Calvary. We readef 
rinue in his a forward Scnbe in the Goſpel, which one would 
Bartel ro the have thought had been a None-ſuch, a Cham» 
-2ak = el'© pion for Chriſt, when he came after Chriſt, with 
n _ ng ms Wfaſter, 1 will follow thee whitberſqever thaa 
ſtates, and Fgoeff. But the Lord Jefis knew where to open 
flſe- Soldiers, the right Vein, and to Lame him at the firſt 
ſhrinking from blow ; He tells him, that che Foxes have Holes, 
url perry and the Birds of the Air have Neſts, bur the Sm 
_ wha of Mn hath nor where to lay his Head : And 
&c, 44, & When the man head this; that his ſervice muſt be 
Moe. Vl.3. fo hard, and his quarters ſo bad, here was an 
paz. 696. end of his March ; If his Captain had no better 
Mar.8.19,2% ccommodation or quarters than this,' he would 


2amach! 
Mches, fall follow him no farther. 


to the Po, | 
Fax me Pontificem &- cr0 Chriſtianus., Make me a Biſhop,and I will be 


_ Chriſtian, Many ſay in' effeR 'the fame ro Chriſt, Give me worldly 
Preferment, and 4 will be a Soldier of Chriſt. _—E 

A very Jade will draw dowa-hill, and when 

the wejeht comes eafie; bur when the Chariot- 

Whezls muſt go vp-hill, or Rick inthe mire; 

— then he will bogele, and be at a and t Buta 

oocd Horſe will draw up-hill as well as down; 


and in the mire,as well as in the clean and plain 
: Ways, 


(87) , 
ways. And every cowardly falſe-hearted Sol- 
dier will ſerve in time of Peace, in Sun-ſhine, 
and fair weather, when danyers are out of fight, 
when preferment is to be had, and the pay is 
ood, &c. Burt none can be a good Sokdier, 
tſuch as are for ſervice in Winter, as well as 
im Summer; and are good for the Field, as well 
as for the Garriſon ; and will endure hardneſs as 
good Soldiers of Chrift ought to do. 


When Anthony Parſon, the Martyr, Was at AR, and Mon. 
the ſtake, he pulled the firaw unto bim, and laid Fo. 2+ Pag, 


much of it on the top of his Head, faying 57+: 
This is Gods Hat, now am [drefſed like 4 irme 
Soldier of Chriſt, The good Soldiers of Chriſt 
are deſcribed to be ſuch as march after the Lamb, 


and follow bim wbitherſoever be goath. Rev. 
I 


neſs, Becauſe it is part of their Conformity 
ants him,to be made Conformable unto his Croſs, 


his Sufferings, and his Death, The Captain of Heb. 2: 10. 


our Salvation, was made perfect through ſuffering: 


And ſo muſt his Soldiers and followers be like- x; Per, 5, 19 


Wiſe. But the}God of all prace, nho bath called 
« into bis Eternal Glory, by Jeſmws Chrift ; after 


that you have ſuffered a nhile, make you perfeft. 


You ſee, here 1s firſt ſuffering a while, and after- 
ward perfe&tion, as it was with Jeſus Chriſt, So, 
the Apoſtle Pau/expeRed perfeion and glory, 
no other way then by conformity to Chriſt, 1n bis 


Sufferings, and Death, as well as in his Reſurre- Phil. 3 20- 


Ron, T hat 1 may know him, and the Power of bis ©*© 
Reſurrettion, arid the fellowſhip of bis Suffering, 
tlring 


4. 4+ h 
Thirdly, Chrifts Soldiers muſt endare bard- 3, p,,/. 


Pal, 11077. 


4. Reaſ. 


(89) 


Lord did predeſtinate Believers,to be conformably 
unto the Image of bis Son. And there 1$ one pa 
of that Image, to be made conformable unto hit 

in the fimilitude of his Sufferings. It 1s Record. 


ed, that when Godfrey of Buſloin had Conquered 


Fersſalem, that he refuſed to be Crowned they 


with a Crown of Gold, where Chraſt his Maſter la 


had been Crowned with Thorns. Ah Soldiers of 
Chriſt ! canyou be content to weat the Crown of 
Gold, and Chriſt your Captain, the Crown « 


Thorns ? Is it reaſonable, that there ſhould be 
ſuch a difparity between Chriſt, and Chriſtian 


that Chriſt ſhould have the Ignominy and Cone 
tempt, and you have all the Honour ! That Chrift 
ſhould have all the Vinegar, the Worm-wood, 


the Gall, the Bitterneſs, and you have all the 

Honey, and the ſweet ! Is it fit that he ſhould 
ſoop ſo low, asto drink of the Brook that is in the Wl 
way, before be lifted up the bead: And woald yu 
have your heads lifted up, and not ſtoop down &#t 


being made conformable to bis Death, &c. Thiel 


| 


all to ſip of the Brook, or to taſt any of the bitter 


neſs of his, Cup! Could you he content, that 
= Captain endure all the hardneſs of the Wat- 


are, the Hunger, the Cold, the Watchings, theſÞ 
Reproaches, &c. and to receive all the Woundy 


and Blows, the Cuts, the Shots, the Stabs, and 
Knocks : and you to go free, and endure no 


hardneſs in the Battel } Where then would be 


your conformity to your Captain, Chriſt, in hw 


ſufferings 2 


Fourthly, The Soldiers of Chriſt muft 
duce the hardneſs which their profeſſion of him 


« if 89) HG... 
elldo expoſe them unto; Becauſe otherwiſe it would 
efde 2 diſparagement and diſhonour unto Jeſus 
aChcitt, if his Soldiers ſhould not endure hard- 
mWneſs, when it ſhall be (aid, that all other Soldiers 
dill ; that the Soldiers of Men, and the Soldiers 
f the Devil, will endure hardneſs in their ſer- 
ce and if Chriſts Soldiers ſhould not endure 
ardoeſs 1n his, how much would it refle& upon 
be Honour of Chriſt. | 
There came a Centwrion to Chriſt, ( a pretty ; 
omen Commander, a Captain of an Hundred M* *: 9+ 
men) and deſcribes the Valour and Fidelity of 
his Soldiers, what manner of Perſons they were : 
aw 4 man under Authority, having Soldiers un= 
rme: And 1 ſay unto one, Go, and be poeth : 
wo another, Come, and be cometh; and to my 
wryant, Do this, and he deth it. Whatſoever 
ſervice I command my Soldiers upon, they per- 
form it; they never diſpute my commands,thongh 
itde to go through the Swords. and Spears ; 
Fibough it be to batter down the ſtrongeſt, or to 
Sale the higheſt Walls of the Garriſon ; though 
ie heaps of the dead lie before them, yet they 
[20 on, and over them, and will endare the 
lardeft dufy that I command them todo. Here is 
z true CharaRter of my Soldiers. 


FEST ECSSSSSSESES 


Now we will ſappoſe that the Centyrion ſhould 
eflefire an account of the Lord Jeſus, concerning 
Wis Soldiers, in ſuch a manner as this ; Lord Je- 
Is, thoa art more than a man under Authority : 
00a art a God above all Authority,and art Cap- 
an-General of all the _ and —_— in 
©2« 
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Heaven and Eatth ; Thou 'haft man Legions 0 
Soldiers under thy Command, ahd how! 0 ths 
15 themſelves, in obeying thy Command] 
arid what hatdneſs will they etidure in thy ſet- 
vice? 'T am unworthy that thou ſhould coi 
prider the Roof of my Houſe ; and yer, this willlf 
my Soldiers 80 for me. This lower World iswf 
worthy for thy entertairiment ; and What will thi 
Soldiers do for thee ? | 
_ Ah ow fadis itto conſider, what truth if 
ſelf muſt ſay to this! True, we) the Lord Jeft 
ſay, I have many Soldiers under me : I cot 
"mand the Holt of the bleſſed Angels,thoſe potet 
Creatures, and they obey me readily ; they br 
cute all my decrees,8%c. But I have Sold 
cannot give ſo'good a Charadter, 'as thou haſt! 
thine, ., Here are Twelve which I have cull'at 
World f r,and made them my Life-Guard to; 
tend my Perſon, and I made them my Council! 
know' my. Secrets ; and one of theſe /viz. F 
Iearia) hath proved as, falſe as a Devil; 8 
- bath joyned-iflue with the Devil,to Plot and @ 
'trive my Death: And for Thirty. pieces of 
ver, he hath ſold my Life into my Blood-thi 
Enemies hands ; this is indeed the worſt of the 
all ; But the beſt hath praveg has enough, Si 
Peter Was the moſt valiant Champion ,of the 
_ all; and ſometimes was too forward, when 1 
drewv his Swoid, and fell on without order, 
. Cut of Malchua n; £2, Fet , aur cine 
proved falſe, and. cowardly, (after he had F 
a5 tollow me to the Pit, and to Dead 
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FS, | 

I though all the ref? ſhould flinch and forfake, 
5 AFet he would and alpne by mes re EE : 
tha in my greateRt ſtraits, and denyed inc to ty 
> Wnemies with Oaths and Execrations, he Curſed 
God Sore, that he did not belong to my Comm- 
"any ; yea, and.that he did not ſo much as know . 
"Me : And fince I have made him weep hitterl 
«Wir this Offence, he hath been falſe and fearful, - 
Tod complying, difſembling his Principles to the” © 
betraying the. Liberty of the Goſpel; and Pay! Gal. 3.r1,12, 
7 qjath reproved him for it,and with ood him'to the *3- 
= Waces 
"= Here is the beſt and the worlt of the Twelye. 
"Y6ut others of them alſo have proved bad enough, 

ghen I was. in the greateft ſorrows that ever 1 
"Mfc!t, and my life io eminent danger : after I had 
Mold them of the Enemies Treacherous Plot for 
Mito take away my Life, and commanded them to 


Watch, yet they fell aſleep, and I found them 6. ..; . 

+ They _ ch one hour, although it was = _ Ker 

4M {tc greateſt occaſion that ever I hid, And_I cf his Soldiers, 

of fave a great many other Soldiers in my Militant as 8525 did ſay 
Church, which do acquit themſelves as bad, yea *9 his, when 


Ml fr o-ſe,than divers of theſe, who,when I com- fearful and 
crying our 7 


& nard them to watch, they will worſe than ſleep 7. 
Y i3the place ; they will quit their ſtations ; p21 Sy 4 
will not go forth unto the Watch-Tower, nor ſaid he,” Tell 
MF ffand out at their Centinel-Daty. They com- theſe thar are 
Y plain that the weather 18 too cold, too dark, too pe pe ot 
YI ftormy, and the Ration is too dangerous now to Th _— 
ill and it, I have Officers, and I command them port brine: the 
for to Lead, but-they will lye behind. 1 have dead, that you 
Sandard-bearers and Enfcigus, and I bid them eſcaped Fly- 
N 2 diſplay Ing. E1ertla. 
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, diſplay their Coſours, but they will roll themaf 
c Lak. 19.4% and leave them, Ihave Miniſters,and have giv ſel 
+ Amos 5.13. them Commiſſion and Command for to Predſſſaic 
The Apoſtles the Word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; and haffSol 
did nor under- toll them, that if they ſhould hold their peainc 
ſtand this to be * ,p, ©, 11; would immediately ery out ; Andyllina 
= meaning of theſe, I have many that will not do it, buty 
the Text, EZ. ; 

that when Per- ſay, that it 15 no reaſon for it now ; and miſapyliſith; 
ſecurion did the Scripture, to excuſe their duty. * Now it 
ariſe, they epi/ time (ſay they) and the prudent wnſt keep þ 
ſhould then |,,.... Thave Soldiers, when I bid them advance 
ol ore they will retreat; when I command them Mef 
ching of rhe Pete 
Goſpel . March on, they will Face about, and Counte 
Pompey, when march; When I cauſe the Trumpet of the Goſpfin 
he was ſent by to ſound, and Command them not to forſake thiflef 
he Senate *- Aſſembling of themſelves together, ſome of the 

on aV0YaB5"e will not do it at all, and others but by four an: 
that enered fives; I cannot get ſo many as will make a fingl{lic 
the Ship, in File, of my Soldiers, (in many places) togerherYin! 
a dangerous They ſay, now the duty is too hard, and the ſed 
ftorw, = vice too dangerous. At one place, the Catheſor 
"he £4:1 ro be Oral-Canons play, and a Book full of Articles laffſe 
ſpread, ſaying, fly at once. At another place ſtands plantedaC 
Iris neceflary whole rank of Ordinances and AAs, of ſevenlſ 
that I go, but ſorts and fizes : At this place lies Impriſonmentt 
_ live. At the other place Baniſhment ; and one fieyſſ 
Thus fouls farther lies terrible Death, where no quarter caſk 
Chrifts Solai- be expeed ;* and here I cannot get my Soldienſſſ 
ers ſay, Itis on. They ſay the ſervice is too hard for them toffſ 
neeclſary _ endure. Oh Centurion ! may Chriſt ſay, thatl 
wr Gr .- Could give ſo good a CharaRer of my Soldiers, aſi 
never :0darge- Thou haft of thne! Oh that my Soldiers would 
rous, bur not 90 ard come, and obey my Commands, and en-M 
that we live= dure hardneſs, like thine, We 
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We will ſuppoſe again now, that the Lord 
eſus ſhould ask the Devil, concerning his Sol- 
hers, in ſuch a manner as this : Satan, thou haſt 
aldiers likewiſe; thou haſt the moſt, and rhe 

Wworſt in the World: How do they obey thy Com- 
nands ? What hardneſs will they endure in thy 
Wſervice? Ah how (ad 1s it here to conſider, how 
Mithat the Father of lies may ſpeak too much truth, 
: Mito the diſhonour of Chriſt ! 


Why,Lord Jeſus, may Satan ſay,lI can tell thee 
ff many Renagadoes, and Apoſtates, who have 
aFlett thy ſervice for the hardneſs of it, and have 
Wſnce endured hardneſs in mine. I can tell thee 
bJof many that have ſickly bodies,hungry Romachs, 
nd naked backs, for ſerving me : I can ſhew thee 
many, that have ruined themſelves, their fami- 
Flies, and poſterities in ſerving of me ; in drink- 
ns, whoring, gaming, &c. I have Soldiers which 
Yo bear the marks of my ſervice : Behold it,ſome . 
een their fore-heads , ſome on their (houlders, 
otters in their hands, My Soldiers obey my 
Commands, and endure any hardneſs that I put 
tem upon ; Stripes, Impriſonment, and Death 
nit ſelf. They will adventure on the Whip, the 
lep0oal, the Gallows, yea, Hell and Damnation ir 
klt, in ſerving of me. Here are the Irons that 
Iismatized them ; Here are the Ropes which 
tanged them ; And though never ſo many are 
(opt already, I have enough to Rand in their 
s SP laces, and to take their Lot when I command 
uldMbem. I can ſhew thee a larger and longer Liſt 
er-WG ny Priſoners, than thou canſt of thine; I can 
We ſhew 


Malo in 10s 
murmur bom: 
num, quan un 
Deum, Rather 
lertheir re» 
proach fall on 
us,rather than 
an God. Ber-'! 
«/d. 
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ſhew a-greater Book of Malefactors that have (uf. 
fered for me ; then thou canſt of ALartr:. th 
have ſuffered for thee. | 
Oh now! what a Diſhonour. will it be to Jef 
Chriſt, when it ſball ve ſaid, That the Saldiers 
men, the Reman Soldiers, and the Devils will ' 
endure hardneſs 1p their ſervice , and Chriſt, 
Soldiers will not endure hardneſs in his bleſſer 
ſervice? Ah Soldiers of Chriſt } conſider he ſ 
the reputation of Chriſt lies at ſake ; ard tor theſf 
Honour and ſake of your great Commander,make 
a ſtand, and face the Rem of the times, and er 
dure the hardnels of his ſervice. 


( 
c 
; 


The hard thing to be ſpoken unto, is, How theff 4. 
Soldiers of Chrilt muſt endure hardneſs. Andi 


this you ſhall have in theſe Five Particulars. i 
1. Voluntarily. P 
2, Patiently, 


They muſt endure it \ 3. Couragiouſlly. I 
4. Conſtantly. 
5. Sincerely. 4 


Fiſt, Chriſts Soldiers muſt endure hardnel kn 
V 6/untarily, and willingly. They muſt not A 


hal'd and drag*d, nor forc'd and conftrain'd ut "3 
the hardneſs of their Duty, againſt their wills. 
The Lord Jeſus, he orders out hard duty fff y.. 
his Soldiers to perform ; but he doth not fc 

it upon them ; when he ſpeaks of the Croſs, uy 


tells them, that they mult rake it up themſelves. 
Here 1s the Croſs, I tell you of at, I ſhew tun pl 
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> you ; 'but I will not force it'on you ; you muſt 
take it up, in cafe you will have it. I will not 
extort yourſervice from you, you muſt take it up, 
and bear it willingly, if you will have it, So Afar. 
11, 29.7 ake my Toke npon you. Hete is my Yoke, 
I tell you of it, that you be not miſtaken, I will 
not force it on you, but you muft take it u 
you, your ſelves, Jeſus Chriſt will ſtrengthen 
your hands, your ſhoulders, your necks, &c. to 
take it up and bear it ; bat you muſt take it unto 
you; and put it on your ſelves. Soldiers of Chnt! 
you maſt put on your Harneſs, and take up your 
Arms, and endure the hardneſs of your Captains 
ſervice Voluntarily. The Apoſtle Pas/, took up 
his hard ſervice Spontaneouſfly and readily ; / am 
Trudy, not tobe bound only, but aſe to die at Jern- 
falems, for the Name of che Lord Jeſws. It is Pro- 
phefied of Chrifts Soldiers, that they ſhall be a 
zilling people. It is ſaid in' the Song of Deborab Phi. 110+ 3+ 
T wo My _ of roward the Governonrs of 

rael; who off ered them[elves willingly among the Jude. 5. 9. 
prople, And (0 the heart of Chriſt howard - oa ys 
Soldiers that offer themſelves willingly, unto his 
hard ſervice; He cares not for Preft-Soldiets, The 
Lord Jeſus hath no preſs-Maſter belonging to his 
Army : He beats up for 'Volunteers, and-is all 
for them. His \Goſpel-Trumpet ſounds, Come 
nay, come away Voluntiers unto the warfare of 
the Lamb. -Chriſt cares not for Spabies, that 
muſt be forc'd on his ſervice. The moſt Coward! y 
Y Hypocrite,that ever liſted under Chriſts Banner, 

hath —— his willingneſs to Chriſts ſervice, 
dowever it hath proved ottierwiſe. 


lf 


XY 
— 
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Secandly, 


_ i 
Secondly, Chriſt Soldiers muſt . endur 
hardneſs of his ſervice Fatiently, They muſt þ 
patient and quiet under the hardeſt duty that 
calls them unto, or puts them upon, The 
Jeſus tells his Diſciples, what hard ſervice the 
ſhould be put upon, How that the Enemies thai 
lay their hands upon them, and pertecate then 
and deliver them up to the Synag.gues, and to tt 
Priſon ; and that they ſhould bing chem betfat 
Kings and Rulers, for his Names ſake, and h 
they ſhould be betrayed, by Parents, Brethre 
" Iris aid of Kinstolk and Friends, and ſome of them put 
LO Death, and hated of all men, tor his Names lakks 
they were- ya- and yet he tells them, they muſt be patient und 
tient in Tr:= All this ;. /n Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls, Ve 
vel, Weather, muſt keep the Poſſetion of your Souls i:1 Pap 
and Wars. ence, under the greateſt Perſecutions and Suffe 
_ _— . Ingsthat you ſhall meet withal The Captaint 
Lefadof Our Salvation hath March'd befi re us, and{e 
Chriſtiars the Van, and born the brunt and heat of th 
under all their Day , through all his unparallel'd Agomie 
ſufferings. Temptations, Afflitions and Petſecutions, wit 
Heb. 12 1, 2. admirable Patience ; And ſo would he have 1 
to March after him, Let ns ran with Patience 
race that is ſet before us, looking unto fejus 
was a hard race which the Lord Jeſus did runand 
Ifa. 53.7, yetheranitwith Patience , he did never kic 
The Hebrew Dor fling, nor mutter, nor murmur, He 4 
Doors Oppreſſed, and be was Afflited, yet be opened n 
Figure the A's, þ,, month ; be #5 brought as a Lawb to the ſlaug 
as aperfet er, and as a Sheep before ber ſhearers ts dun 
ſymbol of Pa- : p | 
tience, Forti» [0 opened be not bis momtb, &c. And herein it 
rude and Cle- left his Soldiers an Example that they ſhouleg,. 


mcncy, | 


March after him,and tread in his Reps,1 Per.2.21 
Thoagh Chriſt's Kingdom 1s a Kingdcm of 
ribulation ; yet, it mult be a Kingdom of Pa- 
tience. 7 John , wh» am aiſo your Brather and 
Companion an tribulation, and in the Kingdom and 
Patience of Feſws Chriſt, We muſt be Patient, 
in this Kingdom of Chriſt's Patience, How 
patient d1d fob bear 1t out , under all his Loſſes 
Yd Crofles, Temptations , Poverty and Sores ? 
When he was the very picture of infelicity and 
Tniſery , and the Proverb of Poverty, yet, he 
was a Monument, and a Non-ſuch for Patience, 
How patient did Lawrence the fartyr bear it Laurence tore 
SW out on the Gridiron,when he roaſted on the Fire? mented on che 


How patient have the Pcimitive , and Modern Gridiron, laid 
tothe Empcyor, 


Martyrs and Confeſſors , endured the hotteſt, look O wretch 
and hardeſt ſervice that ever they were Put UP- thou haſt re= : 
on? Tt is ſaid of that noble Army which fol- Qed one fide, 


' 


lowed the Lamb , and bore the brunt of Perſe- turn the other, 


ation under Antichriſt , Here # the patience of Euſebiks, 


"W'te Saints ; Here are they, that keeep the Come 
Wnindwents of Gd, and the Faith of Jeſs. 
Thirdly , Chriſt's Soldiers muſt endure the 3. 
hardneſs of his ſervice conragionſl y and chearful- Bailaam, as 


h. Soldiers ſhould bear ap under their hard- he was holding 
his hand in the 


eſt duty , with! valiant minds , with noble , he- gu c, 

Wroick, chearful ſpirits. With what valiant minds , of tis 
did the Rowan Soldiers bear it out , in the hard- pſurift, 

Welt Service , and hotteft Fights , under Julius Thc teach:ſt my 
Ceſar, &c. They would but (as it were) ſmile #2445 9 ww, 
on the greatelt dangers and deaths 1 How - my Fngers 

Witoſe Reman Heroes deſpiſe , and diſdain , and py, Mon. Vol. * 
Mount aboy® in their Spirits, and look over x, Pap. 1. 18. 
and beyond all the hardſhips and difficulties 

O that 


Heb, 12. 2. 
Po!ycarpus 
dyirg, [aid ty 
the 0:0 [#', 
why lingereſt 
Ciow 3 uſe 
either Beaſt, 
Or Fire, or 
deſtroy me. 
I on ryys, 
Heb, 19, 34+ 


_ the Brother of low degree matt rejoyce in thi 


that lay in their way ? And ſo ſhonld the$ 
diers of Jeſus Chrift ; they ſhould imirateiiW*? 
Captain ot their Salvation m this : It is (a®* 
He endared the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. Thai 
ws a great deal ot ſhame, and 1gnominy , 
reproach in the Croſs ; and yet Jens Chriſt 
lhe and dcipiſe it , as if 1t had been nothing 
and ſo ſhould mis Soldiers hikewiſe. SY 
The Old-Teſtament:- believers , did not onf 
take patiently the ſpoyling of theit"goods , | 
alſo joyfally : 7 hey r90k joyfrlly the ſpoyling 
their goods. So Fob did nor on:y patiei:tly beart 
Icffes and crefſes ; bat did likewvile attually ble 
the Lord ; and thus ſhould Chriſt's Soldiers do.M'*? 
The Planderers, the Sequeſtrators , the Rd 
bers, the Oppreſſors, the Devil, the Cha/dea 
the Saleans have been here and ſpoiled « 
goods , and took away our Eſtates z Ahab hat w 
been here, and. took away the Vineyard ; 2 
matter for all this, chear up and rejoyce, 


F | may 
rs the Ld that giveth, and the Lord that take - 

pf - p £ An 
away, and wleſſed le the Name of rhe Lord. M 5 


he is exalted ; fothe rich mult rezoyce in thao, 
he is made Low. My Bretbren, count it alt To... 
when ye fall into divers T emptations, Ah Soldied 
of Chritt ! you ſhould chear up , and rejoyce, 
and bear 1t out with minds; and not only re: 
joyce , but count it all Joy , when your ſervice 
js hardeſt ; when you tall into divers temptati- 
02s, thoagh the ſhots fly never fo thick, Hol 
conagionfly did P44! bear 1t oat , when Me 
'c/tas the, Emperors Licutenant , threatned him 
1:1 Confiication of Goods, Banithment , pe 

Deat 
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Jeath ? Said Baſi/, 1f you bave any thing elſe, cypian a lic- 
reaten it ; for theſe things are nothing, HOW tle before his 
s that, ſaid Afodeſtao ? Baſil anivered ; Fyx cath !a1d, 
of of g'' 45g] have nothing Lut a few turn Clothes, hs bead _ 
nd a (txx Books ; For Baniſhment, 41 account the \,, :.. 
hole Earth mine; And for Death, th:t will 1 thank God 
2a lenefit to me ; youwi(l baſten me the ſooner to I ſhall ſtrarghe 
od, to whoms 1 (ive, and to whom I haſten. And way ve :mit- 
lictle after, he faith, Fire, Sword, Priſon, Fa- V2 Your 
| : Sword. 
ine, they are alla Pleaſure, they are delightful jp 
owe. This was a Paul-like Reſolution ; Bus pgs 20. 24. 
me &f theſe things myve me, &c. When 7enatines 
3s calt forth to the Wild-Beaſt , to be devou- 
ed, Nw (fſaithhe } /legin to le a Chriſtian. Rom. 5+ 3: 
£g/ory in T rila/ation (ſaithihe Apoſtle;) What Kavxousle: 
| memorable paſſage 1s thatwe read of in Apg- * M6: 7: 


| . Crudel:tas vo 
typhical Huttory , of the Seven Brethren and fra ; ae 
” 


hen Mother , who ſaffered variety of moſt cruel yoſya. 


ortares and Torments with admirable cou- Tertul.11 {ics 
nee ard chearfulteſs one after another ( under bulam, Your 
Antiockns) untill they had all finiſhed their lives eorrtgy MINE 
with grievous Martyrdom ! Ard others nere tor- = 
wedynot accepting deliverance ((aith the Apoſtle) no97 Nocoues. 
They would not accept of deliverance ( 3. e. ) 
won 1gnoble , diſhonourable and unrighteous 
Terms. Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1. you ſhould be of 
1421015 , valiant ſpirits, 1n your hardeſt duty, 
Nehemiah-like. Shall ſuch a man as 1 flee ? and Nck. 6. 11s 
»h9 5 there, that Leing as 1 am , win'd go into the 
Temp'e tn ſave bes lite? I will not g9 in. Oh Chri- 
ſhans ! (ach men as you,ſhould not flinch,or flee, 
becauſe of difficoltics , dangers, and deaths that 
Ty lie in your Way, bat adice it valiantly, 

Fourthly, Chriſt's Soldiers muſt endure hard- 

O-2 eſs 
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neſs Conſtantly. The whole life of a Chriſti 
1s a time of Warfare, In ſome Countries me 
begin their Warfare at one time ot their age 
and 1n others, at another ; and ſo end the 
Warfare likewiſe : becauſe eve:y age 15 not 
War. In ſome Nations it 1s from Fifteen , 

Fifty ; In oar Country it 1s from Sxteen 
Numb. 1. 3. Sixty. The Children of //r4e/ did not paſs 
ſer for War, untill the age of Twenty. [| 

this is molt certain , That whenſoever Chil 

Soldiers begin their Warfare , they mnſt holdi 

Al7. Roveh. the Out, and continue for term of life, None aretc 
Ma/lyrathis young to lift under Chriſt's Banner ; nor non! 
Ex.:mination . TE | 
before the Bi= 2E f00 old to continue his ſervice. John 
ſhop of Lin» the yourg Diſciple of Chriſt, he lifted berimes 
cal,, told him, and as Hiſtorians report , he ſerved in old ag 
rhar he had on his Crutches, till death. Timszby bes 
_ pv 66 Chrift's ſervice , and entred on his Warfare# 
ever boys 11S Child-hood , and he was to continue ini 
his Knez to #9 bold fait Faith and a good Conſcience , wht 
Bi.l. Fizmentns and Alexander made Shipwrack x 
7 Tim. 1.18, theirs. Po/icarpus Continued Chriſts ſervice 
WPy 20. Eighty fix years, and finiſhed his Warfare! 
Martyrdum at laſt, The Soldiers of Chill 

may have harder duty at one time , than at ani. 

ther , but nothing terminates their Warfare bu 

Rey. 2,10, death, Be thou fairbful #nto Death. Their dll | 
= 7 ing-day, 18 their diſcharging-day , It is deat | 

ied 0 I96 y o - _ : 

without mercy for any of Chriſts Soldiers taff | 


vzrn ith:{e 
that were not P22 off th21r Harneſs, to lay down their Arms, 
found inthe to deſert his ſervice before they die, Js thet 
Flirth; ] (39 

') har am 2 Chriſtian, , cannot become your Empcror thar are tl 
Li.cipl:s cf 1:jan, a rurnzgate from Chriſt. E»ſebiuz, 


(101) 

not 43 appointed time for man upon earth? Joh. 7.1, 
The marginal reading , Warfare ; intimating, 
that all the time which man hath upon Earth, 
is a time of Warfare ; and ſo long as the War- 
fre doth laſt , the tryals and hardneſs of it muſt 
be endured: The race is never ended , nor the 
battel over , untill our breath goes out, Better 
never , never, never to Jiſt in Cariſts ſervice, 
than afterward to leave it. Better newer to have > Pet. 2. 20, 
known the nay of rizhteruſneſs, then afterward to *** 
forſake it. 

To deſert Chriſts ſervice , isto turn Renega- 
does and Apoſtates , and they are the wor(t, and 
molt miſerable of men. 7he blackneſs of dark- J*4% 13, 
neſs ts reſerved for them for ever. 

Fiftly, Chrifis Soldiers muſt endure the hard 
neſs of his ſervice Sixcere/y. They mutt have 
ſircere principles and aims , in all that they do, 
ard in all that they ſuffer. It 1s not the ſufferings 1d uni. 
the Blood , nor the Cauſe , that Crowns the {* /+ —_—_ 
Martyr. Whileſt Judas 1ſcarior bad part of © /*bmicer 
the Miniſtry , with the reſt of the Diſciples, c»,j0; Marty 
he rook part of the Croſs , of the AﬀMiiCtions and ribus non ulti= 
Perſecutions, which did attend the Goſpel. It is 7. Cypr. de 
true , that a Wolf will not fall upon a painted __ 
ſheep ; yet Perſecutors will fall on the PiEture char "ir 
of Chriſtianity , if drawn to the Life. Men do Jofineſs, or 
perſecute Chrifls followers , for the Godlineſs rhar lofry-hu- 
they ſee without them, for there is none but miliry in any, 
an Omniſcient eye can ſee that within them ; o_ : m_ 
yea, they will call them Hypocrites , and perſe- (1,;& © 
cute them as ſuch. Chriſtians, here is your 
greateſt concernment, in all your ſervices , and 
n all your ſufferings , to ſee that your poo 

an 


id 


Phil, x. 29, 


r Per, 4. 19: 


TS Cor. >, 14. 


what thoſe KRoman-Tleahen Heroes had. 


© 5. i 
and ends be fincere. That your Principle is 
the love of Chriſt within you ; and your End, 
the glory of Chriſt without you ; as it was 
with the ſuffering-Saints of God, the Servant 
and Soldiers of Chriſt, of old. Pau/ Was cat 
ried <ut with the love of Chrift ; -avd the Mark 
he ſet up, and the White he levell'd at, was ihe 
gloty of Chriſt, Thar Chriſt might be magni» 


fied in his Bod y, whether 1t were by life, or death, 


Natural Conſcience , through common 1lllumi. 
nation may carry men far, ard raiſe a Bulwark 
againft opzn Apouſtaſie ; Conſcience will tremble 
at it , common (}ame will not acmit it , 
Vain glory hath filled the Sails of Heathers, 
ard carried them forth to ſuffer , as far as death; 
through natural ſtoatneſs and vain glory , they 
have preferred an Honourable Death , before 
an Tenominius Life. Judas Maccabems, when 
encompaſſed with a thouſand men of his Ene- 
mies, choſe Death, rather than to ſtain his Ho- 
nour with an Ignominins flight, So 1s it ſaid 


of Tulins Ceſ.ir , when he had notice given him. 


of the Conſpiracy in the Senate-houſe , to take 
away his Lite: ne anſwered , ori ſe quam 
timere male : That he had rather die, than ad- 
mit of Fear, Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 you maft 
ſec that your Principles and Ends, in your ſcr- 
vices and ſuſferings , be better and higher, than 
We 
mult lI-ox to the manner, as well as the matter 
&: our ſufferings , that it be according to the 
wil/ cf God, The Apoſtle ſuppoſeth that a 
man M2y , 28 tooutvard appearance , die asa 


Altar: yr, and yet loje the Crown of Martyrdom. 


And 


And thongb 1 beſtow all wy goods to feed the Poor, 1 Cor. x 


and give my bedy to le Burned , and bave nos heb yom 
Charity, it profiteth nothing. To burn in Chriſts ,3 * 58 
Cauſe , and not to love tum , will be but like a yo,e;e Bexy © 
Cypher , by it's ſelf , which ſignifies nothing. in Loc. ul, om 
What a moſt high and Emphatical Suppoſfition "em ſubſtan- 
is this? The Apoſtle ſuppoſeth , that he may 4" ſvwmix 
beltow his goods ; not extorted and forc'd from ©" 44 
O 3 expendere, 
him , but freely beſtowed, and not a little , Cyrnel. 2 Lap. 
or ſome of his goods , bur all his goods , and is eundem, 
that to ſo charitable a uſe , as to feed the Poor, 
who are in neceſſity and want, and give his 
Body to be burnt, not puli'd and dragg'd to 
the Stake , but voluntarily give himſelf co ſuf- 
fer ſuch a cruel death as Burning ; and yet all 
this to be without Charity , and without profit, 
What, may a man give all his goods, and yet 
have no Charity? and give his Body to be 
durnr, in the Cauſe of Chriſt , and yet not pro- 
fited by it 2 This ſeems a Paradox , yet a great 
Truth 1-all this may be done from Principles of 
ſelf-love , of natncal courage , oftentation, vain 
flory, &c, without any fincere love to Chriſt, 
or his Intereſt and Glory. Papiſts will part 
mth much , and ſuffer much, to merit Salva- 
tion ; The Remwans have fiffered death , that 
they might Immortalize their Names and Glory : 
The Lacedemonians Were wont to ſay - That it 
sa ſhame for a man to fly m time of danger , 
but for a Lacedemonian, It is a ſhane for him to 
(liberate. 
Ah Soldiers of Chriſt! ſee that your Pcinci 

ples and Ends be Sincere. Other Commandets, 
! thzir Soldiers be Rout , and wall perform thei 

daty, 


6 | 
oE 


duty , care not what Principles do carry the 
forth : But there ſhall none paſs Muſter at tf 
Judgement-day,for good Soldiers of Jeſus Chrif 
but ſuch as have been fincere 1n his Service an 
Sufferings, Sincerity is the chieteſt Jewel 1 
the Crown , of Martyrdom : and therefore le 
thoſe that ſuffer , ſee that they ſuffer according 
to the will ef God. 1 Pet. 4, 19. 

The fourth and laſt thing to be ſpoken untg, 
is the Application of this Dorin ; which 
be to exhort and perſvade Chriſts Soldiers i 
their duty of enduring all that hardneſs which 
they may meet with in the ſervice of their Cap 
tain, 

And that I may remove the offence of th: 
Croſs, and raiſe up your Spirits ts your Duty 
I ſhall lay down, 

I, Twenty one Encourag-ments to preſs it 
on. 
IT. Tweoty one Dire&ons as means unto it, 
Firſt, Conkder { Soldiers of Chriſc, ) youlſ 


have a good Captain , to lead and conduct you.Miz 


It was Carns the E mperor's Motto , Bonus Dax, 


bonus Cemes, A 200d Leader , makes a good; 


Follower. Why Chriſtians , you have the beſt 
Captain and Leader that 1s in the World, Conſe 
der him which way you will , there is none like 
him for ervcouragement, 

I. He is of moſt Honourable Extra&tion, 
and of a moſt Noble Deſcent. He is noupſtart,if 
no neiv-raiſed Commander, no deſpicapable pet» 
ſon, as many Commanders are , Who are Sc 
diers of Fortur,2, and look for preferme 


But this is the Firſt-born of the Eternal Father 
a 


| 195.) | 
and one that is made higher than the Kings of : 
the Earth. This is the Sriguonnt of . Fathers Web. 113. 7 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. 6To 
come few —_ once ol 4aſcianello , 2 Are fibe, as 
contemptible Fiſherman in the City of Naples, roxtundem pen 
Wriiſed up ina fery dayes, a great Army, and com- nificatur 
nanded them to do great Exploits., which have in Chriſto re= 
een very Prodigious , and a wonderment in the wh 
World , that ſo great a number of men ſhould vg _ | 
follow the Condy& of ſo deſpicable a Com- I 
nander. But this is no ſuch perſon. Titus his Mote 
, to Was, Princeps 


us orbis amoy, All the World falls in love with a good Prince, 


This is Jeſus Chriſt his moſt Excellent Ma- The Cap= 
ſty, (with-an EmphaGis) who is KING OF oe aback 
INGS, AND LORD OF LORDS, Z#39i5bon, 


nd is Conte of all his Majeſties Forces prince, and a 
a 


n Heaven and Earth. Glorious Sz= 
Ml 2. Look upon his Strength and Valour. He vieu. 
uth an Omnjporent hand, and is of a moſt Va- 2. 
ant , Couragious, Heroick Spirit. He 1s more 
tors than Sampſon , and more valiant than 
ideop, or David , or Alexander, &c. This is 
who cuts in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and 
s aſander the Barrs of Iron; that bears 
2y the Gates of Hell ; that divided the Sea 
at flew Rabab , and wounded the Dragon ; pri. 4 3,46 
at brake the Arrows of the Bow , the Shield, 5, &c. 
e Sord, and the Battel. Se/ah. That is more 
Mons and excellent than the Mountains of 
'; that overthrows the Chariots ; that cuts | 
wn , and cuts off the very Spirits of Princes, p,,, | 1, 104 


01s ternble to the Kings of the Earth, Thas x1, 
P [mar 


x06 ) 
ſmote great Nations , and flew mighty K 
Sihon King of the Amorites , and Og King 
* Baſhan, and all the Kingdoms of Canaan. 
+ Vicki 1s he:that cut down and cenquered the P 
LS toned ahs , the Herods, the Ceſar, Rc. This 
nlly wounded Who Jaiianthe Tyramical Apoſtare Þ ack: 
from Heaven, Jedged :( though reproachtully } to be the 
he chrew up queror. - This is he that hath faced and fo 
his Blood, and te moſt Potent, Formidable, and Terrible E 


-cryed out thou _... 
Q Gatileas, Mes that ever he met withall : He 1s the 


thou haſt over. 01 | 
come me, vils; they have had their quarters beaten y 


1 is ſaid of and been difpofſeſſed by him , and they 
bn Caſe at the very thoughts of hitn , of his torment 
on + Of them: He never did , nor never will, turg] 


Image of Ate- 
condy the back, orprove a Coward for men, or devils. 


Great, at 24 ſhall fill the places with the dead bodies ; 2 
years of his (half woand the Heads over many Countries, 


age, ſaid, Am 


not I miſerable that have done nothing worthy of memory, and yet Y 


Prince at this age has exploited ſo many notable rhings > Chriſtiz 
behold the Piure of your Commander , -and be affeRed with what 


hath done. | 
This is a Captain , that-will make other Cy 
tains to-quake and ſhake ; to run away , toa 
out Quarter , Quarter, and hide themſelves, 
poſſible they could. And the Kings of the 


and the great menyand the Chief Captains, and 


rjohty men, and every bond-man, and every ft 


manghid themſelves in the Dens, and in the Rot 


of the Monntains; and [aid-to the Mountains 
Rocks, fall on us, and bide ns from the peel | 


that fitteth en the Throne , and'ifrom the nrathi 


the Lawb : For the great day of his wrath is c 


«nd who ſhall be ableto fland? Oh} what 
; mail 


«. of the Tribe of Judab : The terrour of the I ! 
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oſt Paiſſaht, Potent , moſt ftoutand yaliant a 

xmmander and Captain is Jeſus Chriſt , toen- 
oarage his Soldiers! _ 04 | 

3. Look upon his Skill and Policy : He is the 3 
poſt skilful Warrier in all the. World, to |, ce 

ault and harm his Enemies, and to catty ploried in his 

, aad bring off , to preſerve and defend his good fortunes, 
wn Soldiers. It is a Proverbical and true bur yer the 
aying, Thar there is Policy in War, And ſure- >"i®8ing of 


fly the Prince” of Darkneſs , the old Serpent, '* Croat ent 


| 


he Dragon, is full of Wiles, and Political Stra- _ was in his 


Wiagems : And the Machivilians and Politmians wiſdome, and 


of the World , are deep in Counſel in- managing <xpcricace in 
their deſigns of War. It is faid of Hannibal, Vie af 


that he never fonght any Batcel without laying _— 


ſome Ambuſh, But , Soldiers of Chriſt , Jet The Lacedc- 
Men and Devilsbe never ſo skilful and politick, moviqes made 


your Captain knows how to out-wit and oyer- jy pane 
reach them ; He knows where all their Mines pub vo 4 mr 
are digced , where all their Forces , Flankers, 1, bs GE 
and Ambuſh-cadoes do lie, He knew the Plot Thucidides: 
that was againſt his Perſon , before ever Satan Rs 
had put it into Fadas his heatt to betray him, 
He hath an Ommicient Eye, as wel as an Omm- 1c, 0 
potent hand ; He is wonderful in Coneſel , there 
it none like him. The mighty Counſellor ; the 
maderful Connſellor,and mighty God : He taketh 
the wiſe intheir own Craftintſs, and ſnareth them 
in the works of their own hands, He makes bis 
Counter-mines , and blows them up , or buries 
them in. the Pirs they. have digged. He out- 
ſhovts the Devil , and the wicked in their own 
Bow, Ah Chriſtians 1 if your Captain had-not 
deen a skilful Warrier , the Dragon - had 

P 2 won 
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won the Day, and Chriſt would not 
have had one Soldier to follow him this day ;þ 
$kill 15 ſuch, that he hath reſerved , and pre 
ved his | Mulitant Charch in the world , n( 
withſtanding all the Rage , the Power, and 
licy of Men and Devils , that heve beena& 
apainſ it, | 
4. 4. Look upon the mildneſs , the meekne 
Luultys Sol - the: ſerenity and ſweetneſs of his carriage 
one _ deportment towards his Soldiers. He is 1 
"eahgwort -harſh , nor raſh, nor rigid and, cruel, as mw 
he was ſo un> Ny Commanders are. He ſhall not cry, norif 
gentle to. mp, mor cauſe bis V oice to be beard inthe Streai 
rnem. Livits. 4 bruiſed Keed ſhall be ngt break, and the 
Iſa, 42. 2 3- ing Flax ſhall he not quench ,; be ſhall bring f 
Fudgement into V iftory. Soldiersof Chriſt, th 
Cant. 34 zo, Chariot in which your General rides , is Pat 
with Love, And his Banner which he Diſplan 
Cant, 3.4. Over YOu, 15a Banner of Love, He enamon 
and overcomes his Soldiers with Love. He hath 
ſuffered himſelf to be wounded , to heal by 
Soldiers : He bath made a precious Balſom wit 
Rev. r.5, -RiSdeareſt Blood to that purpoſe. He hath | 
ved them, and waſhed them fromtheir Sins , wi 
his ewn Blood. He hath made an Orifice tos 
very Heart, and drain'd all his Veins to do then 
The Senate good. He was content ,to receive the terrible 


was went to thruſt , and mortal wound of the Enemies Spear, 
falure Augu- 

flus Ceſar by the Title of Pater Patrie » the Father of their Countrey; 
but what was his love to his Countrey or Soldiers, to Jeſus Chriſt t 
his > There is in him the erue $14ay8gyrie, true Humanity , Love 
Man-kind ; and the Saints may call him, as the Scripture doch , Priac 
p'm ſalutts ipſorum, the Caprain of their Salyation. 


(109) 
in his precious fide, and to accept of no Quar- 
ter for himſelf , that his Soldiers might hve, 
He tenders all his faithfal Soldiers , with the 
ame dearneſs that a man doth the Wife of his 
Boſom , the Fruit of his Loins, the members of 
his Body ; He hath the higheſt affeRions of 
all theſe Relations in himſelf, for thoſe that 
follow him. Ah! where can you parallel this 
Commander and encouraging-Leader > With 
' many other Commanders, it 1s but a word and 
a blow, acat , ora ftab, a knock him down , or 
hang him up, for every trivial offence. Military 
Law hath much ſeverity in it ſelf, and yet ma- 
ny times ſome Officers will go beyand the ri- 
zor of it. I haveread of Lamachas, when one 
of his Souldiers was brought before him for 
ſome offence, and promiſed , he would do fo 
no more ; Lamachus anſwers him , Non /icet 
in bello bis peccare. None muſc offend twice in 
War. But Jeſus Chriſt is full of Compaſſion 
and Indulgence towards his Soldiers : If they 
will take to themſelves words, and acknowledge 
their offences , and from their hearts promiſe 
reformation , his heart will be taken with it, 
All that he looks at , is theix Reformation , not 
their DeſtruRtion : He loves them too well, for 
to do them hurt : He never ſtrikes his Soldiers, 
but it goes to his heart , it turns his bowels, his 
heart 1s lowly and meek. He hath love in his 
Colours, love in his Countenance. He hath love 
in his Looks, and ſweetneſs in his Words, What 
love-compellation doth he give his Soldiers? 
My Friends,my Lambs, my Brethren, my Siſters, 
my Spouſe,my Love,my Dove,myUndetiled, 8c. 
1 Cyrus 
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Cyr: was of Opinion , That no man was fit far 
an Empire, except he did excell thoſe oyer whom 
he bare Rule. Why Chriſtians, your Emperor and 
Commander doth every way excell all oth; 
Officers and Soldiers, over whont he bears Rule, 

What were any of the Baby/ohians Perſian, 
Greeian , Ot Roman Emperors y to Jeſus Chriſt? 
none of the Noble Heroes and Gallants of the 
Wond, who can compare with him, who had fo 
many to follow them, He 1s a greater than 
S9/omw1n for Noblebeſs and Wiſdom ; greater 
than Fulins Ceſar, or Alexander, for Valour, 0 
Conqueſt , for Generofity and Sweetneſs: He 
hath all kind of Super-excellent Accompliſh- 
ments to affect and attra& the hearts of his Sol 
diers; and engage them to follow him. 

Secotidly, Conſider, Soldiers of Chriſt , ya 
have a good Cauſe , as well as a good Captam': 
and this 18 another great encouragement. It's 
erue , that there are many Soldiers of Fortune, 
who if they like the Prefermeat and the Pay,&t. 
they care hot much for the Cauſe z Engage they 
will, whether right, or,wrong; and, Butcher-like, 
will make a Trade and Living of Killing , and 
pocket up the Price of Blood ; and, Jw4as-likn, 
look more at the Money , than at the Bloot, 
though it be the Blood of Chriſt ! But Conſc- 
entious Soldiers have no courage, or encourage- 
ment , When theit Cauſe is bad. The Chriſtian 
Soldier would ſerve the Reman-Heathes Emp 
rors , for the Peace of thzir Countries , and all 
Lawful Defigns : But they would not bear Arms, 
and fight againſt the true Religion, and their feb 
low-Cheiſtiahs ; but yould rather chuſe to dit 
any Death. But, 
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But, Seldiersof Chriſt, (whatever others have 
to ſay for theirs ) to be ſute your Cauſe is g00d. 


1It is the moſt noble , Righteatis, and elecareſt 


Cauſe that ever was ſtated in the World. 

This Warfare is 2 good Warfare, it is the bo/d- 1 Tim. 1.18, 
ing faſt of Paith, and « good Cc onſcience , Which 19- 

are good things both, This Warfare is the 

Warfare -of the Lamb , againſtthe Fleſh, the 

World ; and the Devil : This Fightis he good 

Fight Faith, This is the Cauſe and -Quarrel 


which the Cloud of Witneſſes, and Noble rmy It is ſaid of 


of Martyrs have afferted , commended, and laid Trajan ; char 
down their lives in; This is the Canſe which the ©* nom i20 
Apoſtle Pau! was tot aſhamel] to own at Rowe, jy, dted> 
before the Valiant , and Terrible'Soldiers;*be- ye, undertook 
fore the Potent , and Politick Stateſmen ;-be- War wichour 
fore the learned Philoſophers ; and eloquent juſt cauſe. 
Orators. It was a good 'Confeſſton'{ Nh the The fame Lie 
Apoſtle ) which che Captzin-of our Salvation qu wires of 
witneſſed before Plate the Kowan Judge * Nd his Decad. Bur 
itis a good Profefſhon , for any to profels them- their cauſe 
ſelves to be his Soldiers and followers. When was ſeldom ſo 
Ardley the Martyr was urged dy Bonner X0 1e- py Jie Chrifts 
cant, heeryedout and faid, If every Hair of yy OP 
Head were a Man , 1 nonld ſuffer Death for my 

Religion, Ah Soldiers bf Chriſt! if you had 

as many lives, as you bave hats on your heads, 

they would not be too many , nor too good, 

aſunder , or together , for to lay down in ſuch 

a Cauſe as this. ' Luther would appear at Form; 

( when ſummoned ) toown-the-truths of Chriſt, 

ough every Tile of the City ſhould be a De- 

vil, Soldiers of Chrift, chear up, chear up, your 


Cauſe is good, 
uo Thirdly, 
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(110) 
Cyrns was of Opinion , That ho man was fit far 
an Empire, except he did excell thoſe oyer whom 
he bare Rule. Why Chriſtians, your Emperor and 
Commander doth every way excell all othg 
Officers and Soldiers, over whont he bears Rule, 

What were any of the Baby/ohians Perſian, 
Greeian , Ot Roman Emperors , to Jeſus Chriſt? 
none of the Noble Heroes and Gallants of the 
Wond, who can compare with him, who had ſo 
many to follow them, He 1s a greater than 
S»/omon for Noblebeſs and Wiſdom ; greater 
than Fulins Ceſar, or Alexander, for Valour, 0 
Conqueſt , for Generofity and Sweetneſs: He 
hath all kind of Super-excellent Accompliſh- 
ments to affect and attra{ the hearts of his So 
diers; and engage them to follow him. 

Secotidly, Conſider, Soldiers of Chriſt , ya 
have a good Cauſe, as well as a good Captam': 
and this 1s another great encouragement, It's 
erue , that there are many Soldiers of Fortune, 
who if they like che Preferment and the Pay,oe. 
they care hot much for the Cauſe z Engage they MW 
will, whether right, or wrong; and, Butcher-like, 
will make a Trade and Living of Killing , and 
pocket up the Price of Blood ; and, Jw4ar-likn 
look more at the Money , than at the Blood, 
though it be the Blood of Chriſt ! But ConſcF 
entious Soldiers have no courage, or encourages 
ment , When their Cauſe is bad. The Chriſtian 
Soldier would ſerve the Reman-Heatbes Empt- 
rors , for the Peace of their Countries , and all 
Lawfu! Deſigns : But they would not bear Army, 
and fight againſt the true Religion, and their f&þ 
low-Chriſtiahs ; but would rather chuſe to die 
any Death, But, 
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But, Soldiers of Chriſt, (whatever others have 
to ſay for theirs) to be ſute your Cauſe ts g00d, 


1t is the moſt noble , Righteaiis, and cleareſt 


Cauſe that ever was ſtated in the World. 

This Warfare is 2 good Warfare, it is the þo/d- 1 Tim. 1.18, 
ing faſt of Faith, and « good Conſcience , Which 19 

are good things both. This Warfare is the 

Warfare -of the Lamb , againſt the Fleſh, the 

World ; and the Devil :- This Fightis #he good 

Fight Faith. This 1s the Cauſe and Quarrel 


which the Cloud of Witnefes, and Noble my Iris ſaid of 


of Martyrs have afferted , commended, and laid Trajan ; thar 
down their lives in: This is the Cane which the © never was 
Apoſtle Pas! was not aſhamed to own at Rowe, e's 
before the Valiant , and Terrible Soldiers; : be- ,., Kee wb 
fore the Potent , and Politick Stateſmen ; - be- War without 
fore the learned Philoſophers ; and eloquent Juſt cauſe, 
Orators. It was a good 'Confelſion'{ ſaith the The fame Lim 
Apoſtle ) which the Captzin-of our Salvation (vv nites of 
witnefſed before Pilate the Koman Judge ; and his Decad. Bur 
itis a good Profeſſion , for any to profels them- their cauſc 
ſelves to be his Soldiers and followers. When was ſeldom ſo 
Ardley the Martyr was _ dy Bonner Xo re- pr 47. Chriſts 
cant, he-cryedout and (aid, If every Hair of my Fe 
Head were a Man , 1 nwonld [uffer Death for my 

Religion, Ah Soldiers of Chriſt) if you had 

as many lives, 28 you bave haitson your heads, 

they would not be too many , nor too good, 

aſunder , or together , for to lay down in ſuch 

a Cauſe as this. ' Luther would appear at Yorme; 

( when ſummoned ) toown-the-truths of Chriſt, 

hough every Tile of the City ſhould be a De- 

vil. Soldiers of Chrift, chear up, chear up, your 

Cauſe is good, 


Thirdly, 
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3, Thirdly , Confider , Soldiers of Chriſt ; yall" *© 

have a good Call, as well as a good Captain ani 

Cauſe : And hence here is further encourage} 

ment for you. "0 

Soldiers muſt not : fall on without Order; 

though the Cauſe be never ſo good , yet the 

muſt look to their Call, Why, Jeſus Chit 

hath called you unto his ſervice , and bids ya 

I Tim. 6. 12. g0 0n : Fight tbe good Fight of Fiith, lay bold 

eternal life, whereunto thou art alſo cal/td. Hae 

you ſee plain , the Call of Chriſt , added to the 

Cauſe of Chriſt ; -#hereunto thon art alſo calltd, 

And this Call of your Captain General, is ſuff- 

cient Commiſſion and encouragement for you 

to 200n.in his hardeſt , and moſt difficult ſep 

VICE. 4 F\ 4 

. . Though you have no Call from Men , no Call 

from Magiſtrates to Profeſs, to Preach, to Hear, 

to Pray , to Meet for toetefie one another, &e, 

yea , - though you have Countermands from 

| them,and Orders to the contrary ; though you 

meet: with never ſo many probiþitions from 

men ; yet the Call of your Capital Officer us 

' Warrant enough - to proceed in his ſervice, 

Dan, &- When a Decree was paſt by King Darix , his 

Princes and Preſidents, as firm as any Act that 

T-vat Clam can paſs King, Lords and Commons, prohibit- 

Pits. q4am ingall Prayer unto the God of Heaven, for the 
4 Veri- . 4 

ratis perear, Pace of thirty days ; and though Daniel knew 

Let Heaven that it was a ſnaie to take him, yet he looked 

ruſh, rather ypon his Cail from the God of Heaven to be 

than one ({fficient for him to keep on in duty; and, like 

_ _ a good Soldier , would not alter, or omit any of 

ſaid Lygber, * his uſual Poſtures ; but prayed as often , and 

: in 
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(the ſame manner as before , notwithſcanding 
he danger of the Lyons Den, and Death , thac 
ay before him, So Peter and John, when they 
- Wad received a Countermand from the Magi- 
er Micates , forbidding them to Preach any more an 
heyChriſtcs Name ; they would not obſerve it , but 
rieWc0k'd pon the Call they bad from their Cap- 
0 Main Chriſt, to be valid enough , and made their 

Enemies to be Judges in the Caſe ; Fhether it 
be right in the ſight of God , to bearken unts you, 
more than unto Gud judge ye. Pan tells the Ga- 
laians, how that the Goſpel which he preached, 
he received not from men ; norat atany time 
would he part with it for men ; he look'd on 
Chriſts Call and Commiſſion. ſufficient. Decius 
made an AR, that all that Worſhipped Chriſt, 
ſhould be Nin , yet the Chriſtians would ad- 
renture on it , though forbidden upon pain of 
Ceath: And, as Hiſtory reports , that after De- 
cim and his Son had reigned two years , they 
were (]ain themſelves in Barbary. 

Chriſtians, there be no Soldiers in the World, 
that have ſo good , and encouraging a Call as 
you. What was Jalizs Ceſars Call to his Sol- 
diers, to Jeſus Chrifts Call to his ſervice ? Is the 
Centurions Call, and come after me, as good as 
Chriſts Call , and Come after me , which he 
over to his Soldiers? It was a notable paſſage 
that blefſed Hooper the Martyr had in his Letter 
toſome Perſecuted Chriftians 1n London : 

Dear Brethren and Siſters , continually F ight 
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v after the Fleſh in Heaven) and for bis true Re- 
Q. ligion 


this Fight of the Lord ; Your Canſe is mot rſt yard whil' 
and godly ; you ftand for the true Chriſt ( who they wete 


Ad. 18, 19. 


Gal» I, Its F 


They were 
taker upin | 
Bow-Churchs 


' 
/ 
: 
| 
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praying. 


2 Cor, 10. 4. 


Rom: 13.12. 


Eph. 6.11, 


ligion and Hononr, which is amply, fully, ſe} 
ently and abundantly contained in the boly T eft 
went, Sealed with Chriſts own Blood. Hr 
much are ye lound wnto God , who prts ye in tr 
with ſo holy and juſt a Cauſe ? Kemember wha 
lockers on, you have to ſee and behold you, in you 
Fight, God and «ll bis boly Angels, ubo be ready 
alwayes to take you up in Heaven , if you be ſlain 
in his Fight. Alſo, you have ſtanding at you 
backs , all the maltitnde of the faithful, who ſhall 
take conrage , ftrength, and deſire to follow ſuch 
Noble and V aliant Chriſtians as you be, &c. Ah 
Soldiers of Chrilt 1} what an encouraging Call 
have you to Chriſts Service, from Heaven, from 
Earth, from Ged , Angels and Men, to endure 
hardneſs ? 

Feurthly, Conſider, Soldiers of Chriſt , you 
have good encouraging Weapons and Armour, 
the beſt that any Soldiers in the World have, 
Fer the Weapons of our Wartare are not Carnal, 
but Mighty through God , tothe pulling down of 
ſtrong Holds, &c. There are no Weapons ſo 
Mighty, ſo Potent, ſo Invincible , ſo overcom- 
ing and Vidtorious , as thoſe that are ſpiritual ; 
your Armour 1s Armour of Light ; your Ar- 
mour is Armour of God , and that to be ſure, 1s 
Armour of Proof, There are many Armou- 
rers that make , and put off that which 1s very 
flight and deceitful , to the great prejudice of 
the Soldiers who uſe it; butthis is no ſuch Ar- 
mour , this is Armour of God , it is of his own 
making, by an Omnipotent, Wiſe, and Faithfull 
God. This Armour is not made by the hand 
of an Artificer, hut by the hand of a Creator ; no 


no Artificer can make the like ; he hath made it 
according to his Infinite Power and Skill ; and 
will warrant it tobe good, and Proof, upon the 
Word of a God, This Armour hath been try- 
ed by Men , and tryed by Devils, many a time ; 
and yet found alwayes to be Proof ; So that, 
neither the ſtrength of Earth , nor the Gates of 
Hell, hath been able to prevail againſt ir, 

Soldiers of Chriſt , you have a mighty. Com- 
mander, and your Wearnnre ay Armour, your 
Harneſs , your Engines , and all your Accoutri- 
ments for War, are ſuitable unto his Potency and 
breatnels. 

Let me lead you into your Armory , and 
tirough your Artillery, and ſee your ſelves, if it 
be not ſo. Jn the Tomre of David there is an 
Armory, nhereon there hang « thouſand Bucklers, 
all Sbie/ds of mighty Men. Letusgo in totbis 
Tower, and firſt behold the Shields, 

The Apollle tells us, iwhat this Shje/d is , and I, 
what it will do. It is the * Sbie/d of Faitb, and + gyg41; 2 
It xi// quench al! the fiery Darts of the Devil. 3ygg oftiun, 
Itis well if other Shie/ds will defend a Stab,' or irhgnives « 
2Thruſt , or flop a Shoe , or a Dart; but here long, large, 
is a Shie/d , that will not only ſtop the cold _ x of 
Darts of men, but qzench all rhe fiery Darts hole body is 
if the Devil. The Devils Darts are the worſt in covercd. 
the World , and the Wild-fire of Hell the moſt Leighs Crir. 
terrible , cruel , and hotteſt ; 2nd the hand of 53c-#48-193+ 


the Devil very ſtrong to throw them ; but Tet Epaninondas, 

had written on 
hisS\.Lt, Aut hure aut ſer bunc, The Chriſtiari hath a better Motte 
on the Shield of Faith , Hes ef Viferia que ticit mundup , This is the 
Vigory that overcomes the World.: 
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Among the 
Spar tans,it was 
Death to loſe 
or Calt away a 
Syvicld in War. 
Heb, 11. 34- 


I John 5. 4: 


Heb. 11. 30z 
332 34+ 
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the Devil heat the Darts never ſo hot, and caf 
never ſo mary, Faith 1s a Sh:e/d that will quench 
them all. - There have been much ſtudy and 
pain ſpent to make inextinguſhable Fire ; but 
neither Devils, no; Men have been able ro make 
Fire io hot, and burning , bur the Shield d 
Faith can quench. MNelnchadneazar through 
the heat of rage, cauſed his Furnace to be heated 
Seven times more hot than uſually 1t was ; and 
yetthe Three Children , by Fatth they quenched 
the violence of the Fire - Their Faith did 
quench, and cool the Fire, that it would neither 
burn nor fire. 

Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! What a mighty Shield 
1s this? Take it up, and carry it before you, and 
It will make yo ViRtorious over the Devil, and 
Conquerors over the World. And this « 
the Viftry that vvercommeth the Word, even our 
Faith. No other Shie/d i the world 1s ike unto 
this ; this Shje/d 1s Offenſive , 25 well as Defen- 
five. This Shie/d ſarpaſſeth thoſe other Shie/ds, 
which the Valiant men of 7/rae! did carry be- 
fore them, It was this Shie/d that made the 
Walls of Jericho to fall down, Ic was this Shield 
that made them Yaliant in Fight,co ſubdue King- 
dem , and put to flight the Armies of the Aliens; 
This 1s a Fire-quenching, an Army-routing , a 
World-conquenng , and a Non-ſuch Shje/d. 
What was great Go/jahs Shie!d to this Shie!d of 
Faith ? 

2. Look on the Sword that lies by the Shield, 
and it's ſuitable to it; for it is mdeed the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God, This1s 
the Swird , Which ths Omnipotent Spirit __ 
Made 
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117 
made, ard which the bleſled Spirit it felf doth 


aſe. This Sword 4 quick and powerful, and ſharper Heb. 44 13. 


than any tyo-edged Sword , piercing even to che 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit ; and of the 
Toynts and Marrow , and is a diſcerner of the 
thonghts and intents of the Heart, What fig- 
nificant Epithezes are here given this Sword ? 
What Sword in the World 1s ſo Potent and 
Powerful , ſo Cutting and Penetrating 2 No 0- 
ther Sword can touch , where this Sword of the 
Spirit doth pierce. What was the Szgd of 
Gideon,to this Swurd of che Lord + We may ſay 


of this, as David did of the Sword of Goliab ; * PP 31, 9 


There is none like it , give me that Sword. So 
{ Soldiers of Chriſt ) there is no Sword hike the 
Sword of the Spirit , the Jyord of Ged ; take to 
you that Szord, and uſc it. 


This is the Sword whereby the Captain of Mart. 4. 


your Salvation did put off the Devil ; and (hall 
bring dawn the man of Sin ; And whereby he 


ſhall Conquer the Kings of the Earth, and the » The. 2. 8: 


Kingdoms of the World, and make them his own. 
The Pope gives forth his Sword to the Kings of 
the Earth , ro defend the Rowiſh Faith for him , 
bat Chriſt hath given forth to tus Soldiers before 
( to defend the true Faith for himſelf) a berter 
Sword , and hath promiſed his preſence with 


them that tremble at this Sword, taat is, at the Iſa, 66. 2. 


breaking of his Command, 

3. Look on your He/met, and where can 
you match it 2 or what Soldiers have the like to 
cover their Heads 2 Look npon it in one Text, 
and 1t 1s called, :be hope of Salvation : Look 
on it 3n another Text, and it is called the 

T He/mes 


3. 


| 1% | 

+ Feprucge* f Helmet of Salvation z O What Armor is this ! 
Azia, Galea, What can hart the heads of thoſe Soldiers , who 
tg are covered with the hope of Salvation ; and 
* wndiquaq; me Salvation it ſelf, as with an Helmet > With 
niat. Zanc. What ſecurity may they goon > What was great 
x Sam, 17. 9. Geliahs great Heimer of Braſs which h= put on, 
to this Helmet of Salvation , Which the Saints 
of God, and Soldiers of Chriſt do wear 7 Go- 
liah loſt his He/met, Head, and all, in the Duel 
with David : But whole Legions of Devils, 
and all the Powers of Darkneis , cannot cut off 
the Heads, and deſtroy thoſe Souls , who wear 
the Helmet , and hope of Salvation. And bope 
maketh not aſhamed, Hope never puts that Soul 
to ſhame , nor that Face to bluſh , whoſe Head 
is covered with it : The Head 1s the ſeat of 
Senſe, and there the Intelle&ual and Rational 
Faculties of the Soul refide ; and that is a mor- 
tal place to be wounded in ; But; Soldiers of 
Chriſt , your Helmet , and hope of Salvation, is 
Armour of Proof to the Life , to preſerve you 
there. 

4. 4. Look on your Breaſt-plate , and you ſhall 
find it to be made of the ſame Metal, and as 
good as any of the former, View it well in 
one Text , and you thall find it to be , 7be 
Breaſt-plate of Faith and Love ; you have heard 

Dea, itfiz- already of what invincible (trength , Faith is for 
nities , that A Shield ; and it isof like potency and proof, 
artot th2 for a Breaſt-p/ate alſo. Faith is Armour upon 

y in wives Armour , and Proof upon Proof, as the Shie/d 
= _ : ypon the Breaſt-p/are ; anc therefore above all, 
Lnnzs, Liver, £2t muſt be raken up and uſed. Faith is a 
&c. dolic, Heart»ſecuring, and a Grace-ſecuring Grace þ 

An 


(119) 
And. Love « ſtrong 4s Death ; ſo firong, that the 
ſtrength of Death is not able to break it ; fo 
firong , and fervent a flame, that wany water; 
of Perſecutions, Afliftions and Temptations 
caunot quench it ; neither can theſe flards drown 
ir , though they flow never ſo high, It js like 
Noab; Ark to the Chriſtian , to mount him 
above the top of the Flood , when the Waters 
do cover the Mountains, We read Rey. 12. 
15, How that the Dragen caft ont of bis mouth 
water as a flnod , after the IVoman, that be might 
canſe her to be carried away of the food 3 but this 
woman { the Church, the true Spouſe-like lover 
of Jeſus Chriſt ) was not carried away , nor 
drowned, with all that flood of Error and 
Perſecution , which the Devil caſt cut. Faith 
worketh by Lye; ( faith the Apoſtle ) and both 
theſe are pat together in your Rreaff-p/ate. 

Look once more on your Breaſt-plate ; and 
the more you behold it , the better you may like 


Cant, 6.7, 


it: It is the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs ; and Eph. 6: 14- 


whether it be meant of the Righteouſneſs of 
Tuftification without us , or of the Righteouſneſs 
of Santtification within us, or both , it ſhall noe 
Criticiſe about it. I ſhall only diſtinguiſh, and 
rot divide thoſe bleſſed Companions, whom the 
Lord hath inſeperably joyned together, (in their 
ſeveral places) in the work of Salvation, for 


both are made Armour for the Chriſtian, Righte- ,, ©, 1, 45, 


enſneſr and Sanftification. 

Ah Soldiers of Chrift | What Breaff-p/ato is 
this? It is the ſame that the Captain of yours 
Salyation did wear himſelf : He put on Righte- 


onfſne/s . 


IG. 59. 17, 


Rom. 8. 34 


1 Sam» 17.38. 


Ads 9. 39. 
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axſneſs, as a Breaſt-plate. the far 
Breaſt-plate , put it on hikewile , and uſe it, in 


Facing , and Fighting your Enemies , and they 


cannot hurt you ; neither the Laiv, nor Sin, nor 
Men, nor Death, nar Devils, can hurt that Soul, 
who weais the Robes and Breaſ?-plate of Chriſty 
Righteouſneſs. 1c ts God that jrſtifierh, wha is 
be that condemneth. All the Arrows, the Shots, 
the Darts, the Swords and Spears , of your moſt 
cruel Enemies , will recoil, it yon wear this Ar- 
mour. King Jeſus hath put on a better Coat 
of Mail upon his Soldiers , to Fight the Duel 
with the Devil , than that which King Sas/ put 
on David to Fight with Go/iab. Chriſts Soldiers 
have better, and more ſure Armour , than Adaw 
had in Innocency ; his was brittle , and my» 
table, it did not hold , and down he was caſt. 
But this 1 of Eternal Proof, for it is the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Ever/aſting Covenant, and of the 
Everlafting God. What Enemy can wound the 
Soul , or harm the Heart , where the vital parts 
are ſo well guarded? The Widows , as weeping, 
ſhewed Perer the Coats,and the Garments which 
dead Dorcas had made; I have ſhewed you 
ſome of the Harneſs and Armour which the Im- 
mortal God hath made , look on it, and behold it 
repoycing. 

5- Look on your Belt , ( which is to faſten 
the Breaſ?-plate , and firengthen the Loins, and 
to gird on the Sword ) and you will and it to 
be better than the beſt in' the World, Better 
than the C,nomnical-Girdle , Which 1s ſo much 
adored ; That at beſt, is but a Girdle of For- 
mality 


You have the fame | 


mality , and too often of Hypocriſie ; but this 
Belt is the Girdle of Truth and Sincerity. Stand 


faſt therefore , having your Loyns gire abont with Fph. 6. 14. 


trach. How faſt and ſafe muſt thoſe Soldiers wrex{wonut- 
Rand , whoſe Loins are girt round with truth! y91 # eoguy 16 
no Be/e or Girdle is like tothis; others do but i*2 Metaphor 
vird up the Loins of the Body, but this doth gird Soldiers, who 
up the Loins of the Mind, 1 Pet. 1.13. IC 18 arewontto 
P:overbial , angirt, w»bleſt ; here the Proverb is knir their 
true, and.no where elſe z none are unbleſt , but _— cloſe 
thoſe who are not, girt with trath. Everlaſting yore) 
truth, is of Everlaſting ſtrength, tye their loins 
hard, partly ro keep their Armour from looſing and ſhaking , and partly 
to keep their body ready. 

Truth is a Torch , that all the winds of Earth 
and Hell can never blow ont , a Flame that all 
the Floods of Perſecution and Afflitions can 
never quench; a Be/t, a Gudle , which all the 
ſtrength aud force of Men and Devils can never 
break, Truth and Sincerity will make Chrifts P7ncit veri- 
Soldiers to look their Friends and their Enemies, £45 uh all 
God , the bleſſed Angels , Menand Devils in = 
the face with boldneſs : It fears no faces , nor 
feeks no corners: it is Immortal and Uncan- 
queradle , like. God himſelf : The Deyil was no 
match for Fob decaufe of this, 

He was judged to have made the wiſeR and , -., ..., 
deft ſpeech of the Three, to King Darims , who ? Oe 
commended Truth to be firongeſt of all. Truth pal. x00. 5. 
coth abide, and is ſtrong for ever, and liveth - 
and reigneth for ever , _ ever, Truth is a Pha, 91. 4. 
Shield and Bucker for defence, in the greateſt 
dangers ; and a Be{t of invincible Rrength, to be 
girt vith, when you are moſt aſſaulted. What » 

| R the 


(122) T_ 
the honourable Order of the Blew-Garter, to 
this bleſſed Girdle of Truth > What are aay of 
the glittering Be/ts , which many Swaſh-buckles 
ard Gallants do wear, to this which the Lord 
Jeſus hath pat in the Armory, for tis Soldiers to 
put on ? they are unconquerable, as long as they 
wear it, and uſe 1t, 

6. Look on your Greaves and Shooes ; the 

6. Harneſs and Armour for your Legs and Feet, 

and when you have view'd it well, you may ſee | , 

all your Armour to be of incomparable Proof, © | 

C ap--pee : and ſee your ſelves in a far better E- IF | 

quipage than any Soldiers in the world beſide, | | 

Goliab, the great Champion , he put on Greaves | 

of Braſs, hon he went forth to bid defiance | 

againft the Armies of 1/rae!z but you have 
better Greaves and Feet-Armour to put on, 
whereby to go forth , and bid deftance to the 

Armies of the Fleſh, the World and the De- 

vil, Eph. 6.15. Having your Feet ſhod with 

the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. Ah Sus! 

what Armour of Braſs , or Steel , can compare 

to this > When the Feet are ſhod , and guarded 

with ſuch Armour as this , what need a Soldier 

fear , where, or upon what he treads ? 7 boy 

falt tread upon the Lyon , and the Adder , the 

young Lyon , and the Dragon [ha/t thou trample 

under foot. For the Feet to be ſhod with the 

Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace , is for the 

Soul of Chriſts Soldiers to be fitted and pre- 

pared with the Peace of the Goſpel, And 

there is a two-fold Peace whereby the Goſpel 

doth prepare and Arm a Soul ; Peace with 


God , and Peace with Conſcience ; and what 
Armour 


Pal. gr. 18, 
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xrmour is this , when well ſoder'd together? g,, 5 1,203 
We bave peace nith God through onr Lord Jeſus 
Chriff : By-whow alſo we bave acceſs by Faith 
imo thus gr ace wherein weſtand,and rejoyce in hope 
" | of the Glory of God : and not only ſo, but we gle- 
" & ry in /ribmlation alſo. Ah Souls) what Armour 
' BE ishere ? what Shooes are theſe? Armour indeed ? 
Armour that will not only enable you to bear 
Tribulation , but alſo ro glory in 7 Tribulation ! 
Here 15 Armour , that will not only grve you 
reſt, but joy in the Rorm 1 That will make you 
like a Nob 1n the Ark,like a Fobupon the dung- 
bill, Iike a Shadrach, Afteſhach, and Abednego un 
the Furnace , like a Joneb, when in the deep, 
and the Whale together ! like a Pas/ , not af- 
frighted with Ship-mwrack at Sea , and g/orying in 
the Crofe of Cbrif aſhore ! hike other Apo- 
files, When in Priſon, in common Priſon, in in- 
ner Priſon, in Chains and Stocks un the inner 
Priſon too, and yet rejoycing and ſinging. Oh! 
this Goſpel-peace , this peace with God , this 
peace of Coaſcience , when ſprinkled with the 
lood of Attonement } How incomparably doth 
it prepare the feet of Chriſts Soldiers to goon 
in his ſervice! It wijl make a Soul a Sewper idews, 
one and the ſame under diverfities of conditi- 
ons, and fiand Rout under all Viciſfitudes, Mu- 
tations, and Tranſmutations that are Teen in 
Providence under the Sur, It will make a Soul 
like a Die , caſt it which way you will , it will 
have a fide to re&-0n. | It will make a Soul like 
a Ship , that hath a bottqm below , to bear it up 
from finking , and Maſs above, which bears Co- 
lours of rezoycing. Oh Chuiſtians 1 theſe are 
R 2 your 


Deu:. 33. 25. 


your Shoves ! this is the Feet- Amour your Cat 
tain hath prepared for you , and in his laſt Will 
and Teftament freely bequeaths, royou ; putit 
on for his ſake , and wearir ; It is ſo good, that 
tne World hath not the like to give; and & 
ſtrong , that the World cannot break it, & 
wreft it from you, Fobn 14.27. Peace [ leave 
with you, my Peace [ give unro you , not as the 
world giveth, give 1 unto you; let not your beart; 
be troubled, neither let it be affraid. It 1s Chrifts 


- peace, and piece of Armour , he bought it, 


he wronght it , he owns it, and now its yours; 
he hath bequeath'd it , he hath delivered it, he 
hath lefr it 'in the Armory for you : and the 
world hath no ſuch Peace to give : None ſo ſweet, 
ſo ſure , ſo comfortable , ſo conſtant , ſo potent 
and permanent as this. This Peace is Armour 
for the Feet, a Soveraign Antidote to expell the 
poyſon of Fear , and a Cordial to firengthen , to 
tortifie and comfort the Heart. 

It was part of Aſhers blefſing , That bis Shoos 
ſhould be Iron, and Brafs ; and as big daies , ſo 
ſhould bus ſtrength be. Why, Soldiers of Chriſt, 
this bleſſing 15 yours ; your Feet are bleſſed 
with Shooes of Iron and Braſs, with Armour 
a great dal ftrongerz here are Shooes , that 
will carry you thorow thick and thin, thorow 
briars and thorns, thorough fire and water, 
thorough all the pikes and ſpears of the Enemies, 
they will' carry you uphill , and down-hill, 
thronghout © the world , - they will carry you 
through the Wilderneſs , to the heavenly Ca- 
nzn , and bring you unto everlating reſt and 
peace. What ſhall I ſay more > The Apoſlle, 
the 


' 


the great Champion of Chriſt , tells us, that this 

piece of Armour , this Peace of God paſſeth 

tf all underſtanding; and therefore it muſc needs 

a ſurpaſs all expredion , therefore I muſt leave it | 
of admiring: O bow beautifal arc the Free of thens, 1. 53+ 7. 
x that are upon the Mountains ( of conipicuity and 

* | oppofition ) who bring the glad tidings, the good 

ef news of the preparation of the Goſpel of peace! O 

; bleſſed and happy for everare they , whoſe Feet 

; & are Shod with this blefled Armour ! 

| Now Soldiers of Chriſt! you ſee what Ar- 

BE mour your Armoury is ſtored with , for your 
encouragement ; put it on, and uſe it, Do not 

be like the Children of Ephraizs, of whom the 

Lord complained, P/al. 78. 9, 10, The Chil- 

dren of Ephrains Leing armed, and carrying Bows, 

rurned back in the day of Battel. They kept not 

the Covenant of God , and refuſed ro'matk in bis 

Lany XC. : 

You have Armour enoagh, and that which is 
tranſcendently 'good ; take' it up, gitd it on, 
and uſe it ; and do not prove cowardly and falſe 
in - breaking Faith and” Covenant with your 
Captain : But ſertle che Militia 'in your own 
Souls ; and be Yaliant \for the Truth upon the 
Earth : and then yohB will be. as the Militant 
Church is deſcribed to be ,*Crmely as Feruſa/em, 
Terrible as '4n' Army with Banners. Then you Cant. 6. 4. 
will be comely, and commendable in the eyes 
of Chriſt your Captain : Then'yon will be for- 
midable and terrible in the 'eyes of yoar po- 
tert Enemies. Then your Heaits wilf be'cor- 
diall'd /and' comforted under 'your ſoreft 'con- 
flicts, and hardeſt ſervice. And then the peace 


of 


+ Phil. 4; 7; of God nhich paſſeth «/l underſtanding, ſball | kety 
$prphacs your bearts and minds through C brit Feſus. 
keep as witha #7, Oance more , look ito your Armory , and 
guard, It 15 x behold your Engine , and then I have done 
— 0-5 hg * with you hexe. Soldiers of Chriſt , your Ex- 
Soldiers, fo gine hes at the Þottom of your Armour , and 
this pcace fall 1t 18 ſuutable to it, and worth your viewing s your 
bring aid tv the great E ngine 18 Prayer ; Epb, 6.18, Praying 
heart, ffreng= gies with all Prayer and Su plication in the 
then it, when þ. . 4 "FIOY . f 1! 
S:uun, Sin, Jpirit,and watching thereunts nith allperſeverance 
T G1pe :ciong 4nd ſupplication for all Saints. Let me a Little 
and i/:r..ca» open this mighty Engine of War unto you , that 
tion iay liege you May the better underſtand it, and then I will 
ro it. 189% they you whatit will do. And if you behold it 
=. 'Þ* well, you may eaſily perceive it tobe far better, 
and more powerful than that common Engine 
of Prayer ( or rather of Perſecution ) which 1s (0 
often uſed, and ſo much cryed up in the World, 
Here are Seven Toralities in this mighty En- 
Line, inthis one Text ; Take them abroad, and 
look into them , and then put them together 
again , and then ſee of what vehemeat and in- 
vincible force ſo many All's will be of , when 


united 1n one, F 
r. Tow] 1,Here isa Totality of Times and Occaſions, 
Zemperts. Praying alwayes. To pray Occafionally, and to 


pray Habitually, 1s. to pray alwayes , and to 
pray continually. Though the poiſes of the 
Clock be but Occaſionally drawn up , yet, the 
Clock kceps gomg continually : So, draw up 
the poiſe of Prayer, in ſecret, in private, un 
publick, &c. upon all occafions, and this Ex- 
gine keeps x perpetual motion ( better than that, 
which hath been ſo much Rudied for ) It will 
move 


(127) 
move and work whileſt you are working , whul't 
you are waking , ſleeping, eating, drinking , mn 
natural , ſecular, and facred duties. Yea, fet 
this Engine of Prayer a going whil't you are 
living, and it will move and work , and do great 
execution after you are dead, to ſurviving po- 
(terity , to the end of the World : As long as 
the promiſes of God are in Force , ſo long will 
the Prayers of the Saints have Poiver. One Ge- 
neration ſoweth Prayer , and another reapeth the 
Crop of Mercy. 

2, Here is the Totality of Prayer inthe Man, 
as well as of Times of Prayer. Praying #/waies 
with all Prayer. Here iS T oruw in toro, all in all : 
Here is prayer Vocal, and Mental, in the Mouth, 
and in the Heart. A# Prayer, Prayer mn all the 
Faculties of the Soul : Prayer in the Underftand- 
ing, Prayer in the Conſcience, Prayer in the 
Will, and in the AﬀeCtions ; Prayer in the Gift 
of Prayer,and Prayer in the Grace of Prayer. Af 
Prayer. Prayer with all the Heart , with all the 
Soul , with all the Might, and with all the 
Strength. A/! Prayer. Secret and Open, Private 
and Publick. 4/! Prayer once More. It 1s Prayer 
in all conditions, whether proſperous, or adverſe, 
and in-all places where a man 18 caſt. 

Will the Hypecrite ( faith Fob ) alnayes Pray? 
No, he will not , he 1$n0t tor al/ Prayer ; But 
a! Prayer,is to pray with So/«nxcm on the Throne, 
and wath Job on the Dunghill ; with faithfull 
Alrabaw 1 Canaan ; and with righteous Zo: 
In Sodow; With Xcſes in the Afoun; ; and 
With Jonah in the belly of the 7þa/e in the deep ; 
This 1s all Prayer, 


3. A 


2. Totin ſabe 
jeftt, All rhe 

man in Praye 

cre 


Job. 27. 16. 


3. Totun 
ſupplicationts, 
Prayer in 
Prayer, not a 
bare reading, 
or ſpeaking in 
Prayer, but 
praying in 
Prayer. 


4. Trtum in 
foto 11 Spirits, 
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3. A Third Totality is, A// Supplication, Here 
15 all Prayer and S upplication ; and when Prayer 
and Supp/tcation are put together , it denotes 
the Ardency, the Fervency, and Importunity of 
Prayer. This 15 Prayer in Prayer , and Prayer 
upon Prayer. Supplication and Prayer, is Prayet 
Emphatical , Prayer with an Emphaſis; All 
Swpplication and Prayer , is Prayer multiplyed, 
and Prayer magnified ; It is Prayer at whole- 
ſale, not at retaile, Tr is the fighs, the ſobs, the 
rears , the groans of prayer , got up into ſtrong 
cryes. This 1s as an Abrahams pleading with God 
fora Sodow; like a Jacob wreftling with the 
Angel for a bleſſing, like a Aoſes with his 
Hands, and his Soul lifted up together in the 
Mount , for to raiſe up a Bulwark againſt divine 
wrath , like a David, cryivg out of the Depths; 
like a weepi''s Jeremiab all floating in Tears 
for Sions miſery ; like a Daniel ſetting himſelf 
to ſzck the Lord; like a Joneh crying out 
of the belly ot the Whale ; like our Captains 
praying that the blondy and bitter Cup might 
paſs away ; like Paw/ once and again , beſeech- 
10g the Lord ; This is all Prayer and Supplica- 
tion, Prayer , like Providence, harh a Wheel 
within the Wheel, like Ezehie/s Viſion : and 
next look on this Engine , and you ſhall ſee the 
Living Spiris that is within the Wheels, moving 
of them. 

4. The next Totality in the Engine of Pray- 
er,is, Praying inthe Spirit. Praying alwayes 
with all Prayer , and Supplication, inthe Spirit. 
And now [ have brought you into'the very mid(t 
of your Engine, to behold its main ſpring , oy” 
ec 
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ſeethe very Heart and Soul , the Life , the Spi- 


rit and Power of it. 


Here 1s the /iving Spirit in the thee/s,indeed. 
The Chriſtian is ſaid to be in Chriſt ; and the 
Spirit of God and Chriſt to be in him, and the Jaw. x. 16. 
Spirit 18 a Spirit of Grace and "yore and 9 £ ina; | 
hence it is the Scripture Diale& doth phraſe —_ were lige 
it thus, Praying in the Holy Ghoſh, and Prayint wotking which 
in tbe Spirit z This is Prayer which the Spirit Of nores the molt 
God works in the heart of man, The eff e tual lively aQtivity 
fervent Prayer of a righteous man availeth much , _ Hue ; 
that is, the inwrought prayer of the Spirit, O! fect] = 
what a Totality is here ! The produdt of the ; 
only wife God, and of his blefled Spirit ! This The breath 
is indeed the Chief Totum in toro in the Engine hat comes 
of Prayer? It is all wrought by the Spirit : Tr "_ ow o 
is all of the Spirits direRion : Tt is all of the um, pi. oh. 
Spirits projeRion : It is all of the Spirits work- breath that 
mg ,' and it is all of the Spirits wording. Eve- comes from 
ry ſigh , every ſob , every moan, every groan, Bcllows, is ar- 
every thought,and every word is of the Spirit : wor Sc 
This 18 all Prayer, and Supplication in the Syirit ; payer ri : 
This is the Sparit all in all, in all Prayer, Here comes from 
1s 2 Soldier clothed with the Spirit , armed with Lifeis warm ; 
the Spirit , ftrengthned with the Spirit , prin- Þreath thar 
cpled , ſpringed , and carried ovt , and carried ©2955 from 


| nat God 
on \vith the Spurii 1n all prayer. deg of ay * 
T he Spirit is the Saints Primum Mobile » and he 


c hryſtaline in Prayer ; It 18 that which makes parts that cn- 
hem to move, to mount, and to ſhine All Pray- j,.ge, bur 
erand Supplication in the Spirit : O, what a thing the Spiric, 
5 this! This is nor Prayer in the Book, but Pray- | 

$ . 
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er in the Letter , bt 
isa erin the Heart z not pray Letany-prayer , but 
Prayer is : EC n the Spirit * not A ommon 
| moſt glorious $4\.b9 ben ; Jhis isnot unclean, orc ſpiri 
piece, the = living prayer; d divine prayer ; the ſpit 
| work of God, b t ſanRified » an . s f ned it the \ -, 
"_ it , the ſpirit hath fi ered] 
ronfLonch hath made it bf it b ſpirit hath delivere Fr. M 
taat , I 
from the poor- it bath _ left it as a ſacred EPI__ 
rnd." ae < ppm ds of the Militant Saints ; be Þ Fc 
| of Tacob is a hearts and han " =_ ©. £0 worſhip FN 
'F h mute Be d Divine Service, , D 
' work ef the this is indee irit of Prayer ) in ſpirit 
| | _ Fanny Fatber ( a I the Worſhipper If «| 
My. Borroughs h- and theſe Snot Þl +; 
| d. d in trath ; Lord rx 
larobs ſee | an the Father ſeeketh. The if of Aarons , or Ii 
PaZ. 33. ' how othine but a noiſe hing of 
Joh. 4.23,2 4. thoſe that have n F4 and have not ng < 
Romiſh Bells without them , Prayer within 
Wren J: of the ſpirit of Pray bo 
| As the Nurſe the ſounding h Lord for ſuch » W put 
| ron.- them. Why xd Linnen Eyed, and uſe: no 
| tlechild,up- dea nn he Lord is 
holding it by on mr gren [1ving.praying-Engine ? = lication 
whe hey od d he 1s for 4/! Prayer and Supp this? 
| Xanga may a Siri and he 5 for a Re TOY 
Ll 5s upholcen by in the Spirit. f thoſe , which Archimedes 
| his Staff ; ir What were any of thoſe , ne-making ) made 
| | ſignifies pro- that famons Artiſt in En P e, the Princes, 
p Py ro = $ War ? or thoſe parks ID and 
| ether | ates 
IA with vo, . the Parhaments, wy Ge Workin to this & agine 
and before os : Counſels have WHEE 20 "FV and alnaies Pray> 
It is a Meta- of Prayer, to this a/- Praying, 
pree berrae- OLE] the Spirit ? 
——_—_ "lif OW ble to take up, or to lift alone =. 
ho 1s to lift ich he is not able inſt him ar « 
up ſome Ne been __—_ Sympſ. er, 
avother then Joyns nd helps him to take up the weig | 
| erdof rhe burthen, a ; 
| lotum wigilantie, 


— a ao © 
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In this 

The next Torality , you wig =” All 

5 « F.5 ne of Prayer, 1s, Watching 'er 
mi; hty Engine © Pray 


= 
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uy prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and natch= 
ing cherewnto. All prayer, bath alt watching 
joyned unto it ; But having ſpoken ſomewhat 
large of the duty of waching in general , in the 
ft DoRrine, I ſhall bethe brieter here. 

All aatching,\s watching in all things,in Pray- 
er. There is watching in the Engine of Prayer, 

I. That it be Fix'd well , that the ruſt of 
Formality and Hypocrifie,Diffidence, Deadneſs; 
DiſtraRion, &c. be well wip'd off; that the 
daty of Prayer be well cleanſed , that the hands 
are pure , and the heart pure and holy , when 
lifted up to God, The Spirit of God (ſaith one) 
s a delicate thing ; ſurely fo it is a delicate, 
clean, tender, Dove-like Spirit : It 18 for clean 
Hearts, for clean Perſons, and for clean Places, 
&c. That was good advice which Zophar gave 
unto Fob, 1f chou prepare thine Heart, aud ſtretch 


on thine hands towards him; if Iniquity be in thy Job, 11, 13, 
band,pat it far away, and let not wickedneſs dnell 14, 15.) 


in thy Tabernacle ; for then ſhalt thou lift up 
thy face without ſpot , yea, thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt , 
and ſhalt not fear. Chriſtians, you muſt watch 
thaz this Engine be made clean and prepared ; 
that it be fix'd and ſcrued up to the higheſt peg. 
As Soldiers do fix their Arms and Engines for 
War ; ſo Chriſts Soldiers ſhould look to their 
Hearts, that they be rightly faxed and prepared 


for Prayer. O God (faith David ) wy beart is Phil, rog. x. | 


xed. 
F 2, Taere is watching required , that it be 
well placed ; this?;Empine muſt be placed by the 
hand of Faith 5,uponthe'Prony(e:, or elle it will 
do no executioh;.yor —_ it no _ 

4 2 an 
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than a Promiſe of God , or an Attribute of God, 
Ignorant prayer , Unbelieving prayer , Hypo» 
critical prayer , 1s but vain babling , and as the 
howling of a Beaſt ; it is of no force with 
8 The ſtrevgth and like a broken Bow, Which caſts back the At 
hg a6 row into the Archers Face ; Therefore watch, 
things, i lies 20d ſet it ſure on the living Promiſe , and « 
in the Engine, Chriſt the true, living and Golden Atar , which 
lower, in ſe- faniifieth the gift , and maketh the Sacrifice of 
— ma Prayer paſs acceptable with God. Engineers 
Frith Mr. 31< Very watchful and careful , how and where 
Po;oughs 14- {hey placetheir Engines of War, Why , Chriſts 
cobs ſecd. p.35, Soldiers have more reaſon for vigilancy and 
watchfulneſs about the Engine of Prayer, 

* 3. There is watching belonging unto it , to 
ſee how it Works , and how it executes ; to ob- 
ſerve how well it goes off , how well it is dif- 
charg'd , what report it makes, and what execu- 
tion 1t doth : An Engineer will not ſet his En- 
ine a Working, but will watch it alſo , and wait 
and look out to ſee and to hear what exploits it 
will do; ſo a Chriſtian muſt obſerve how his 
prayers go off, and what exploits they have 
dove, what fins they have ſlain , what temptz- 
tions they have repell'd and overcom'd , what 
ſpoil they have done their Enemies , and what 
advantage they have done themſelves ; how 
mach they have broken the Members , and let 
out the Blood of the body of Death ; bow far, 
and how faſt they made the Devil to flee ; what 
recruits of grace , of quickmags , of firength- 
nings , of comfortings they have fetch'd in, and 
brought home to their ſouls ; what good they 
have done, or may do , for to advantage them- 

ſelves, 


4 
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lick intereR of Chtice 


abroad in the World. Chriſtians d watch 
theis Prayers when they ſend them forth , as 
Neab Did the Dove, to obſerve when it returns, 
and what it brings home tothe Ark in its mouth. 
Like Facob , to wreſtle hard for a bleſſing , and 
watch when it will fall. This-1S, with David, 
to pray and look up , and look out , together ; 
202 and watch , to pray and wait z to watch 
a 

ing. 41 ſay, more than they that watch far the 
worning. The Soldier,the Centine!, the Watch- 
man, when the wind blows cold, when the night 
is dark, when the dangers are thick , do nat 
Wait ſo much for the morning to diſcharge them, 
as I do for the morning of mercy in the return of 
Prayer. In a word, Chriſtians, there is watch- 
ing in the Engine of Prayer, in every ſpring , in 
the main ſpring , 1a the leſſer ſprings , watching 
in all the wards of it, watching in all the Meeſhes 
of it , that every thing move right , and Meeſh 
right, without Rap or jar, 


6, The next Totality in the Engine of Prayer, © Totun tre 
8, all Perſeverance. Here 1s all prayer and ſup- ſeverenti®: 


plication n the ſpirit , then, all watching and 
praying in the ſpirit ; and now again , all per= 
ſeverance in this prayer and watching - You ſee 
how it encreaſeth piece upon piece, wheel upon 
wheel, iron upon iron, braſs upon braſs , lock 
upon lock , rivet upon rivet , ſtrength upon 
frength, before we have gone through it. You 
ſee how it encreaſeth grace upan grace , duty 
upon dnty, in an - harmonious and inviolble 
concordancy and concatenation. A/} Ferſeve= 

rance 


Wait more than they that watch for the morn- Pal, 103, 6. * 


Ie is ſaid, that 
Lhoſhaphat 
fer himſelf ro 
Teek the Lord, 
2 Chron, 30. 
3- It is tran(« 
' lated, compo- 
ſuit faciem ſu- 
am he ſer his 
face, he gave 
up himſelf 
fully ro ſeek 
the Lord, 
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raxce ; that is, perſeverance in all the times, rhe 
ſeaſons , and occaſions of prayer;. with 7/aac 
in the Field, in the evening ;. with David carly 
in the morning ; With the Spouſe on her bed, 
with Peter and John 1n the Temple ; With Moſes 
on the Mount , and with Chri/# our Captain in 
the Mountain, in the Deſart, in the Garden, and 
en the Crsſs. All perſeverance in prayer , is 
for a Chriſtian to begin his life with prayer , to 
continue his life with prayer , and to end his life 
with prayer : To pray with Danze! three times 
a day, when 'tis death to pray but once a month, 
to pray for all perſons , and for all things that we 
ought ; to pray for our cruel Enenues , like Ste- 
hen the Proto-martyr, in a ſhower, in a black 
ſhower of bloody ones. 

Here 1s all perſeverance 1n all prayer and all 
ſupplication ( for ſo this totality doth grow big= 
over and bigger » greater and greater , untill it 
goes through all the Engine , and faſtens the ſe- 
veral parts together ) and this is to perſevere, in 
keeping ap the heart in life , in vigour, in beat, 
and in flame, in prayer. It is to continue to keep 
up the heart , and to keep up the hands, in fer- 
vency and importunity , to greaten and multi- 
ply prayer, to make prayer to be prayers,to keep 
rovling the Suow-ball , up-hill and down-hill; 
untill it be ponderous enough to weigh down 
what ſhall be put in the ballagce againſt it; to 
keep Winding up., and: bending the ſpring of 
prayer , untill the ſpring do break, or the mercy 
be obtained : This is to pray With the continued 
and reiterated importunity , this is to pray a$ 
our Lord Jeſas dineRs in that Parable of the 
unjaft 
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unjuſt Jadge , and the importunate poor Wide 
dow, Luk. 18, 1. And he ſpake 4 parable to them 
zo this end : That men onght alnaies to Pray , and 
not to faint., As this poor woman did run af- 
ter , and follow this wicked Judge with impor- 
tunate complaints and cries, 10 the Elect of God 
are ſaid to cry till their prayers are heard , and 
their righteous cauſe be avenged. | Wn; 
This is to put on a kind of holy Impudence, 
and offer an holy violence. to. the Kingdom of 
God. Like a Facob, to caſt forth his grapple, to 
hitch , and hold faſt the Angel , though it were 
the Angel - of the Covenant, yet be would 
aflume the boldneſs to cloſe in with him , and 
ſay (asit were) Now I have you, now youre . 
my own , and I will have ſomething of you be- 
fore you go hence ; and ſo ſtruggles with Omni< 
potency it ſelf, from the evening untill the 
morning , tull his thigh was bruiſed , till the day 
did break , and till the bleſſing did fall betimes, 
like the morning dew Wreſtle he would , and 
get the bleſſing he would, though cripled in 
the Conteſc. | Like a Hannah in praying, in bit- 
terneſs, and weeping ſore for a' Son, and not 
vive over till ſhe had a Son , and a Samne/ too. 
Like a Jonah crying out in the belly of the 
Whale, asf in the belly of Hell, untill bread 
comes out of this great eaters mouth, and ſiveet- 
neſs out of this bitter belly , and the great Le- 
viathan delivers him ſafe aſhore. Like the 


poor Canaanitiſh woman with the Lord Jeſus, Mar, 5. 22, 
allowinget him , ang. crying after him, and 73: &c. 
© 


h 


mM z untill ſhe had prayed the Devil 


degoing * 


oat of her Davghter. .As her Daughter was 
ſorely 
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ſorely vexed with a Devil , ſo ſhe was ſorely 
iniportunate in prayer, How many Barricadees 
did ſhe break over in purſuing her enterpriſe, and 
perſevering in Prayer, 

x. ABanzin 7, She met with the Obſtacle of Chriſt his 

her way- 'flence; though ſhe cryed aloud, yet not a word 
of anſwer came from him. 

2, ABarffca= 2, From the Diſciples, ſhe might have 

Ng +, thonght ; poſſibly , that they wonld have helped 

Sr Difci1e. her to uſher her in;, and ſpoke a good word for 

| 2% hertotheir Maſter , to diſpatch her errand, but 
they, inſtead of ſpeaking for her, ſpake againſt 
her ; as ſhe was beſecching for mercy , they be- 
ſonghr him co ſend her away without any ; with. 
ont either an Alms or an Anſver. Well, here 
the would not be ftop*d , but over , crying and 
tottowing them. 

3. ABulwark, +3.. The Lord Jeſus his ( as ſoon as he ſpake ) 

ro keep het. wyerg:tooling , and cutting words , ene (would 


from merey. think, enough to knock off her fingers, and to 


break her heart, / aws not ſeut” bat to the loſt 
Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. And alas! this 
poor "woman was none'of them , and what ſhall 
the do now > Why here ſhe will not Rop neither, 
but chmbs up , and 'gets over this Bulwark alſo, 
by 'the Scaling-Ladder of Faith , and whereas 
before ſhe was behind him , now (he runs and 
gets before him, and puts on with more force, 
and: fatls 'a worſhipping and praying together , 
with her 'ZL-7d he/p me , and yet here came 10 
-— ang pping and praying united , did not 
O it, 


4. A Barcery 4. But a ironger Battery is raiſed againſt 


ſtronger than 


ch: former, Mer than either of the fermer ; Chriſt _ het 
2, 


eo eas a wo Bam oo CT PR, AT. 


| 
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Dog ; tells her, ſuch mercy as the is come for,ig 
for the Children, 1t is their bread, and their due, 
hat it 15 unmeet to be caſt to the Dogs, for them 
to eatit, Now one would think that this poor 
Woman were quite blown up ; that theſe words, 
like Arrows impoyſon'd, bad truck her dead: 
Well, ſtruck down ſhe was, but ſhe ſcrambles up 
222in, and $kilfully bends the Engine of Prayer, 
aud like a ſpiritual Politician, finds now a way to 
firike the Mark, when the Qanders by think it 
fartheſt off, and moſt at random, When Chriſt 
calls her Dog, ſhe conſents unto it, Trath Lord, 
-i4 ſhe; and now ſhe would a&in the capacity 
a Dog : over this Stile and Wall, and all, ſhe 
aps, ſhe comes unto the Houſe, and under the 
Yable, and ſo begs and looks up for Crumbs, and 
s content to take them when they fall, There 
15 (omething belongs to a Dog, let me have that : 
I willnot fit down at the Table, to eat bread with 
Children , but will lie wirh the Dogs under- 
board, to wait when a Cruſt or a Crumb will 
fall. 

And being ſo low, and putting ber Exgine on 
the Ground, ſhe gets into the very heart of 
Chriſt, and there ſhe hits the Mark at laſt, and 
oains the price of Mercy, and goes home with 
Trophies of Vitory over the Devil. O #oman, 
great is thy Faith | be it unto thee, even as thou 
wilt ; and ber Daughter nas made whole from that 
very hour, This 1s all Perſeverance in Prayer 
and Supplication. To pray hard, and to continue 
in the purſuit of prayer hard alſa : To turn every 


ftone that lies in the way of any Mercy ; to get 
T over 


Cor eſt primum 
wuivens & ul= 
imum moricns. 
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over all diſcouragements, yea, to form arguments 
for mercy, out of diſcouragements and miſery. 
For thy Name ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniqui- 
ty, for it is great, ſaith David, Pſal, 25.11. It 
will make greatneſs of Sin, to be an argument for 
Pardon, A Fonab will fetch Paith and Patience 
into the belly of Prayer,until Prayer hath brought 
him out of the belly of the Whale. This is all 
Perſeverance in Supplication and Prayer. 

All Perſeverance 1n all Prayer, is alwayes to 
pray in the Spirit, Perſeverance muſt paſs 
through this Totality likewiſe, in the Engine of 
Prayer. The Spirit of Prayer in the Soul, mult be 
like the natural Heart in the Body, The firſt that 
lives, and the laſt that dies. The new Creature, 
1s aliving Creature, and we muſt live in the Sp1- 
rit, and pray in the Spirit, and be led by the Spi- 
rit. We muſt walk always by the rule of the 
new Creature, the Spirit of Life and Grace with- 
in ; and according to the rule of the Spirit, in the 
Word of the Spirit withour. It muſt not be 
prayer ſometimes according to the Will of God, 
and atother times according to the wills and luſts 
of men. It muſt not be ſometimes according to 
Chriſts pure Inſtitutions, and ſometimes accord- 
ing to mens inventions, Ah! where is this All- 
Perſeverance of Praying in the Spirit with many 
Chriftians, and with too many Miniſters at this 
day > All Perſeverance 1s to continue to Death, 
praying by the Spirit of God, according to the 
Will of God, and level right at the glory of God, 
to be edified here with Grace, and Crowned with 

Glory bereafter. 


7. The 


—_ _ 
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7. The laſt Totality in this mighty Engine 
of Prayer, is, Supplication for all Saints. WE Totum Saritg- 


are not to underftand praying for all Saints Ex- '. 
None are to 


clufively, but Indefinitely ; not as ſhutting out 

all wickel men from the prayers of the Saints, ng nog 

but including all the Saints among themſelves ; Prayer, 

And prayer muſt be for all the Militant Saints ; burſuch as 

Bit it muſt be neither for, nor unto any departed _ linned the 

Saints, And this being premited : I ſhall open —— 

this Totality likewiſe, as I have the other de- yy, 6 7. 

fore. Pray for De= 
To make Supplication and Prayer for All parted Saints, 


Saints, is to pray for the Saints Indefinitely, and * hom 
- - £ Ee 0 
Univerſally ; for one Saint as well as another, for |, ©? _ 


poor as well as rich; for the Deſpicable , as well yg, Zn 
25 the Honourable , for a Z42arm lying at the not Pray unto 
Rich mans Dore, as well, as for a So/omz0n fitting them, for they 


onthe Throne, To Pray for all the Saints, in ow de us no 
00d, 


all conditions, under all providences, whether Iſa. 6 
adverſe, or proſperous ; to pray for all che Satats, * —_ 

25 fuch, to all intents and purpoſes that they have 

reedof Prayer. To Pray for all Saints, whether a 
known, or unknown. To Pray for all Saints, | © 00 ' 
thaugh of different Jadements,and otherwiſe may 4, who fled 
& nnder divers Denominations ; we muſt not rw Frankford, 
divide in our Prayers, thoſe whom Chriſt hath in Queen 
united anto himſelf, by the Spirit. We muſt not mos. Saerert | 
pray for Saints of this Judgment, and paſs by,and nies Rate 


Perſecate Saints of another Judgment, Ah 'tis yer there were 
ſuch breaches 


and bicterneſs, that they ſonghrt the Lives of one another, picking our 
lone words againſt the Emperory in a Sermon Preacht by Mr, Kzox in 


E1g1a:d long before. Af, & Mos. Vol. 3, 
T 2 ſad 


Nn ſunt bee 
lilig wit ſtd 
yandl tempo.'d. 
Th:ſe arc rot 
times of ſtri» 
ving, but of 
Praying. 
Perkins, 


8. - . -* 0 
ſad to conſider this, that the wild Buds, and 
Beaſts of prey, and the tame, though of different 
Natares, as the Eagle and the Dove, the Lyon, 
the Wolf, and the Lamb, the Cat and the Rat, 
&c. lived quiet together, when ſhut up in the 
ſame Ark, notwithttanding their Natural Anti- 
pathy. And that Saints, though of the (ame: 
common Name, and of the ſame Divine Nature 
ar] Imbaiqued in the ſame Bottom, Chriſt, the 
beti and tine Ark, ſhonld yet inttead ot Praying 
for one 21” her, prejudice and perſecute one at 
other ! 

Ah S_!diers of Chriſt ! this is not uſing you 
Engine of Prayer aright. It 1s your greatef 
ſtrergtn in Prayer, to unite may Prayers, Al 
Prayer in one. For every Saint to pray tor al 
Saints, 1S for every Saint, for all the Saints tc 
pray for one. And of what ſtrength is Praye 
when thus uniteJ> Striving together in your 
Prayers, faith the Apoſtle. Uniry 1s the (trengt 
of Heaven, Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Tru 
ty. Unity is the fren#th of Hell, If Satans Kins 
dom ſhould be divided.,it could not ſtand. Ant 
ſo Unity among the Saints,and a ſweet concord! 
Prayer of all Saints,and for all Saints, how ſtron: 
will this Engine be? One Arrow may he broken 
when a ſheat of Arroivs cannot. A fingle Cor 
may be broken,when a Three-fold Cord will holt 
ſtrong. Itis Machiavil's Politick Principle, Di 
vide © Impera, Chriftians, you have had tit 
enone h,and occaſion enough to ſee the truth of 

And now I ſhall carry this laſt Totality baci 
to thefirſt, and bring it thorow that, and ay 

; ho 
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reſt ; And then all the parts of this Engine will 
be locked together very tirm, and fit for any ſer- 
VICE. 

t. Supplication for all Saints, at all times : 
Always praying for them, whether preſent or ad - 
ſent ; whether proſperous or adverſe ; not Pray 
tor them at one time,and Reproach them,or Per- 
ſecute them at another time or place. 

2. All the Saints muſt be Prayed for, with all 
Prayer. Cloſet-Prayer, Family-Prayer,and Pub- 
lick-Prayer ; and all Prayer, for all their occa- 
fions, for all Mercy Corporal and Spiritual, Tem- 
poral and Eternal. 

3. All Saints muſt be prayed for,with all Sup- 
plication in Prayer. We muſt pray for all Saints 
with Fzrvency and Importunity, as we would for 
Our ſelves. 

4. We maſt pray for All Saints, in the Spirit. 
We muſt love them in the Spirit, and pray tor 


them in the Spirit. They are all united to Chritt 


by the Spirit,in one body , and ſo they ſhould be 
all linked together, by the ſame Spirit, in Prayer 
and Supplicarion 1n the Spirit, 

5. All Saints muſt be prayed for, with all 
Wetching, Watching how to pray for them aright, 
tor to Fake Supplication ſuitable to all their 
wants ; watching in Prayer, when they err and 
© aſtray, toreduce them 3 when they are over- 
taken 1n a fault, to reflore them in a Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Supplication ; not to Rigmat:ze, 
and ſcandalize, and reproach them , when they 
are Weak, for to ſtrengthen them ; when t22y 


are Difconſolate, to comtort themye+-, 
6, All 


"r4 


St. Fame: bla- 
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6. All Saints muſt be prayed for,with all Per- 
ſeverance, We muſt Perſevere in all Prayer for 
them, that they may Perſeverc in Prayer, and in 
every Duty, and in every Grace, that they may 
all uſe all their Armour aright, that they may all 
Fight Manfully under Chriſts Banner, and be 
Faithful unto Death, and obtain the Crown of 
Life. 


7. Sapplication for all Saints, for all that have 
obtained like precious Faith. Like precious Pro- 
miſes, and like precious Prayer, for all the Saints 
and Soldiers of Chriſt, whether Publick, or Pci- 
vate ; whether Magiſtrates or Miniſters, or pri- 
vate Chriſtians ; whether Officers or private Sol- 
diers in the Univerſal Militant Church, the whole 
Army of Saints, and followers of the Lamb. For 


med the Sainrs ragged and torn Saints, as well for filken, ſattin, 
for ufing par- and Gold-ring'd Saints;c. And now I have 


tiality, Jam. 2, 
Tz2,334+ 


MS. 
p* " 


opened all the Totalities of this great Engine of 
Prayer, and have ſhewed you all its parts, in an 
Allegorical and Metaphorical manner, I ſhall 
now ſet it together, and ſheiy you the Proper- 
ties of it, 1n a farther purſuance of the ſame Me- 
taphor : And you ſhall find it to be a Myſterious 
and Mighty Engine for Service, It is a Trian- 
oular Engine, 1t hath the Rrength of the Trinity 
in every Totality ; It is the Father, through the 
Son, and in the Spirit. Itſtands like the Angel, 
with one foot on the Earth, and the other on the 
Sea; ind the top ot it, like Jacob's Ladder, rea- 
chins ſo high as Heaven. 


I, Al- 


ps, © w*%, 
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4 1, Alwaies Praying. 

4! 2, AllPrayer. 

wt 3, AllSupplication. 

y 4. All Prayer in the Spirit, 

l 5. All watching in Prayer. 

: 6. All perſeverance in Watching and 


| Prayer. ; 
7. All Supphication for all Saints. 


What is the ſumm total of all theſe Totalities, 
" © {eſs than a ittle Almighty > Chriſt your Cap- 
' Þ tain is God Almighty; And you Chriſtians, an 
 Þ bis Armour, with his Weapons, and Engine, are 
Soldiers, and Men Almighty; Strengthned 
with all Might. And 7 can do all things through 
Chrift which ſtrengtheveth me. Your Captains 
Almightineſs, is of himſelf, and your Almighti- 
neſs is through Him, 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you now the Proper- Secondly, The 

ties of this mighty Engine. _ of 
1, Itis perfe& and entire for uſe. TIE 

It is portable, to be carried abont. 

It is occult, to lie ſecret, and hidden, 

It 1s loud, to ſound, and noiſe, 

It is formidable and terrible. 

It is potent and powertul. 


ApS>v)2 


7, This Engine of Prayer, is a Perfect and 3 
entire Engine. Seven makes a number of per- 
tection ; Seven multiplyed by it ſelf, compleats 
the years of Bondage, and brings a plenary Jubile 
for Freedom and Liberty, And Seyen Totali- 
ties 


_C | 
lities make a perfect and entire Engine of Prayet di 
for every day in the Week, and tor every day inf}? 
the Year. There need no Colle&s conjoyned] T 
toit; Here is Prayer for Red-letter dayes, fori. 
All-Soz/s, and for All-Saints, The commonÞ a 
Engine 1s very imperfect ; mavy Caies, many 
Conditions, many Necelſhnes, that canrot reach, 
It hath been obſerved, when . MalefaCtors haveſ] | 
been brought to the place of Execution having] 3 
one Foot on the Ladder, and the other ſtepping] t 
into Eternity ; how the Ordinaries come thither]| 
with their Common Engine, for to help (at af V 
dead lift) thoſe Forlorn Creatures, and tamble a 
extraordinary about it,becauſe it is ImperfeCtion, || ! 
For want of more perfect and pertinent Prayep | / 
they make uſe of that tor the Viſitation of the 
Sick (in private) where they are like to hit the 
Mark, as ſoon as an Engineer, who diſchargeth |] | 
his Engine E:ftward in the Evening, avd thinks} * 
to (irike the Sun at his ſetting. They pray fot 
them as Servants of the Lord viſited with fick- 
neſs,cc. Ard now they who could have no be-f} | 
nefit of the Latine Book at the Barr, can find as}} | 
Iittle by the Eng/:/h Book at the Gallows. It vo} 
well the Martyrs had a better Engine to help them 
in Smihfie/d, than the MaletaQtors have, to help 
The Earlof them at Tyburn. A Condemned Noble-Man ot 
C:ſt{c>Hiver. this Land, was ſenſible of the impertinency- of 
this Book-prayer,to prepare him for Death; who 
when his learned Chaplain read much of it fot 
this purpoſe, but little to che purpoſe ; ſaith he, 
What is this to my Caſe, that am going to die, 
that muſt be beheaded to morrow, ec ? 
Learned Prelate delivered in a popular Au- 
ditory 
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ver ditory, that Saint Pa/ had higMeditations and 


in 


Prayers,in his Parchments which he left at 77ca:; 
That is not to be conjectured ; But this to be 
ſure, if he had any there, they were better than 
any the Biſhop hath in his Book. And he hath 
enough to carry with him beſide, who could pray 
with the Spirit, and with underſtanding alſo. And 
ſurely, though his Lerdſhips Book hath an Al- 
manack to direct it, yet it was never Calculated 
to Saint Paul's 41cridian, it wants near Ninety 
Degrees of Laticsde and Longitude, And what 
was in Saint Pau/sjParchments, I know not + but 
am ſare that the Common-Prayer-Book was no 
more rhere, then the Biſhops Book of Articles,in 
Pauls written Epililes. 


x Cor.14.15, 


7 But ſome will ſay, That the Common-Prayer- Olje7. 
Book was made, and hath been made uſe of, by 
many godly men. 


I, For anſwer, The Lord Jeſus, nor his Apo- Avſ;z 
files did never mke it. And they had as much Ul 
Power and Skill to make it, as any fince, and as 
*odly too. And it doth not look pure,and godly 
enough, to come from the Primitive hands. 

2, It may be no partof their godlineſs, what *. 
they did in the making of this ; hut rather of their Whar they did 
darkneſs and weakneſs. And the Lord may wink Fn» vas 
at that, 1n time of Ignorance, which he will not oa 
dear with, in time of greater Light, bur now it is « 

going back to 

Corruption: Then the Tide of Popery was ſtopt by ir, and now it opens 
ths Sluce, to ler it return again, 


u 7.50 
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\W holocycr it 
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them Cum» 
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(146) 

3. Letus give our Anceſtors their due mea- 
fare and weight, as to godlineſs, (without the 
lealt reflection on thew honeſt intentions) and 
10t to detract from the worth of many of this pre- 
ſent age, Have not many as godly as the former, 
opened its weakneſs and errours, diſuſed it, ex- 
punged 1t out of the Church, and ſomething be= 
{des > And better Pens have Anticipated mine, 
aud ſaved me the labour here. It is a very imper- 
tect piece, When men have made the beſt of it. It 1s 
but hike Carting of the Ark,and drawing of it with 
Beaſts, when the Lord would have it carried on 
the Levites ſhoulders. There is often, Let as 
Pray,and yet when Prieſt and Clark and Peo- 
ple-too, have took their parts, and united their 
ftrevgth, How imperfect is it, and tar ſhort of 
this 4/!- Prayer in the Text? Some ſay, that 
it 18 a$ Crutches tor the Lame, and a good help 
to pray by : Andto this I ſay, that there are wo 
ſorts of perſons which make uſe of Crutches; 
Toe cne out of meer neceſſity, and it were a 
piece of Cruelty and Inhumanity, for todeny a 
£00d Crutch to a real Cripple : But when the 
Crutch 1s more Cupled than the Man, it will but 
deceive him, and lame him the more, by trufting 
unto it, And the Scripture, and the Spirit are 
the belt helps in the World to Pray by. But if 
Miniſters cannot go without tack Crutches as 
tneſe, they are not fit for that Preferment, to 
bear Office ſo high in the Militant Church. But 
rather to be Degraded, if not que Caſhiered 
trop: the Army ot Ct ft, 


There 
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There are another ſort, who make uſe of the /© 
Crutches, that have been known to go well with- 
out them, (and as good at Climbing, as any 1n 
the Army) andit 1s not queſtioned by many, but 
they can 20 as well again, if theſe Crutches were 
dat taken trom them. Sirs,vive me leave,to ſpeak 
a word of Advice unto you ; Taxe heed of Coun- 

terfeiting in ſuch weighty matters as theſe: For it 

is no good mocking with (ach ſpiritual Edg-tooles 

and ſpiritual Weapons; for fear left the Lord 

ſhould blaſt your Gifts, and Parts, and ſuffer your 

Graces to wither ; and take away your Talents 
from you, becauſe you improve them no better. 

It was a fad charge which E/iphaz, bronght 

in againſt Job, { had it been true )-Job I5. v. 4. 

Thou cafteſt off Fear,and reſtraineſt Prayzr before. 
God. 


Tt 1s the note of an able Expoſitor on the #r. C197. 
Text, ©* That it is an Argument of an evil heart 
© to ſhorten or reſtrain, to lefſen or to give off There arc 
{Prayer in times of troabie.Take heed of quench- five black 
ng the Spirit, and reſtraining of Prayer be- as — 
fore God , leſt the Spirit withdraw and leave , Q,.ching 
you, And take heed leaſt your General find you of th:'$ iric. * 
out on your Crutches, in his Enzmies quarters, 2. Grieving of 
and thew you Martial Law ; and make you a _——— 
Let-paſs, and whip you home to his Colours tor 3; <-> © 
Cowardly Counterfeits, 4. Vexing of 

tie Spirit, 

5. Doing deſpight unto the Spirx, And quenching of the Spirit 1s the 


| {rſt Rep ro utrer Apaſtalic and DeſtruRion. Mr, Fer, Dike. 
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Ah Chriſtians, Soldiers of Chriſt ! make uſeÞC! 


of this perte& Engine of Prayer, which lieth in 
your Armory; there 1s room tor the Spirit to move 
you, to carry you forth, and to carry you up, to 
ſpring, to wheel, and to wing, your Souls, To 
help your Iofirmities, to make Interceſſion, ac- 
cording to the Will of God , and to offerup Spi- 
xitual -{acrifice holy and acceptable unto God, 
through Jeſus Chrilt, without reſtraining, limiting, 
grievwg, or quenching of the Spirit 1n Prayer, 

2, This Engine of Prayer, is a Portable Zn- 
gine. Although it be mighty and weighty, yel 
1t can be carried about by its own ſtrength, whi- 
therſoever you go, What Byas the Philoſopher 
{aid of his Learning and Moral Virtues, may 
Chriſtian ſay of his Graces ; Omnia mea, mecun 
ports, all mine I carry with me, Chriſts Soldiers 
can carry his Weapons, his Armour, his Engine, 
and all his ſpiritual Munition and Artillery with 
him, whitherſoever he goeth in following the 
Lamb; whether it be up-hill,or down-hill, whe- 
ther by Land, or by Sea, This N«ah could car- 
ry with him in the Ark, and Abraham into ? 
ſtrange Country, and 7/aac into the Field, and 
Jacob in his Journey to uſe it by the way , and 
though he was made to go halting with ukng it, 
yet (as lame as he was) he could carry this: migh- 
ty Engine, and the great bleſſing it had gotten 
him together, | 

This Praying- Engine, Jeremiah could carty 
with him into the miry Dungeon ; and Danit! 
to the Lyons Den ; and Joxah into the belly 
ct the Whale (to h2'p him trom thence ; ) .This 

Chriſt 


thi 
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uſe] Chriſt and AZoſes could carry with them, up to 


| 1n 


the top of the Mount ; This the Apoſtles could 
carry with them into the Priſon ; And the Mar- 
tyrs, into the Biſhops dark Cole-Houſe. This 
the Old Teftament-Believers could carry with 


.| them into the Dens and Caves of the Earth,&c. 
if Th1S Engine of Prayer Chriſts Miniſters can car- 


ry with them five Miles from Corporations, Bur- 
roughs, Cities, &c. and into a Foreign Land, re- 
mote in the World, toget a Blefling for their 
Native Country when caſt out by it, Thus 1s 2 
portable Engine, they can carry it with them x 


-} and they who have taken away their other goods, 


the meat, thgir: drink, ther clothes, &c.-yet 
cannot take away this, When many have their 
Common-£ pgine taken from them, they cry out 


lixe Aicab, that their All ig gone. You bave ta- Judg.,17.5. 
ken away the Gods that 1 made, the Prieſty the and 18, 34+) 


Ephod, and the Teraphim, and what have 1 more, 
ſaid be ? You have taken away my Conſecrated 
things, * But now if the Idol ſhould be taken 
away, and the Idol-Prieft, and the Idol-Ephod 
and Teraphim, Chrifts Soldiers have their All, 
and their Xygine of Prayerſefc them entire, and 
none can take it from them; ro make them ſay, 

What have I more ? It is a mercy, that they who 
do ſo Much malign them for the Spirit and duty 
ct Prayer, cannot take it from-them, Some com- 
Plain of the weight and burthen of the Common- 
Engine : They ſay, how they have taken it up,as 
their burthen, and that they uſe it as their bur- 
then. Let me ſpeak to ſuch, in the language of 


I. *r them as myburthen. «© This 


London Minis 
WG L N ſters Farewel- 
Mr. Coltns,in his Farewel-Sermon. I hope With- Sermons, pag- 


ovt danger I may comply with them, conſidering 2 79, 280. 
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ec This is very like the Young man in the Go: 
66 Goſpel - He came to Chriſt, and would have 


& kim come up to histerms ; and when Chrig ff 


*©tald him, that he lacked one thing, Gg- /e!/ Al 
&« ec, he nent anay ſorrowfu/. $0 many Chriſti- 
& ans they would tollow Chriſt, but they can 
Snot, becauſe there 1s not ſuch ſecurity 1n it; 
& bur they will go away ſorrowful. © 

<© Thou Hypocrite, art thou - willing to for- 
«fake All tor Chriſt, yet cannot leave' Life, Li- 
© berty and ſome of theſe ſmall 'things > Will 
& you wound the Name of Chriſt, and pretend 
f© to þe ſorrowful for it? I coticlude, thy pre- 
<« tence ſhall nat excuſe thee :: For fo was Pj- 
& /ate-loath to Cructftie/ Chriſt; and as a means 
<« and expedient, he.calls for Water, and waſhes 
& his hands, ſaying, I am inhocent from the 
& Blood of this Juſt: man ; But do you think God 
© excuſed Pilate+? Ne More will He: you, What- 
« ever is brought to. you, is either forbidden, or 
© commanded by. God. If forbidden by God, 
&« why.do you meddle with it > :1f 'commanded 
&« of the Lord, 'Wky. are-you burdened with it ? 
« Why do yon it | heavily > For the +Lord loves 
© one that 1s cheerful in- his Service ; Neither 
& Gad, nor Man4s pleaſed with ſach; 


Ah'Sirs, do nottake up a load of Ceremo- 
nieus, Impertinent, Formal, Superſtitious, Con- 
raed and Impoſed Prayers, and cariy them 
to the Lord for Sacrifice, tor he will not accept 
them : It theyare your burden, they are much 
more the Lords, and he' will not hear them, no 
gor yet bear them long, If you will not eaſe 
| | YOur 


» Your ſelves, be ſore, the Lord will eaſe himſelf 
nd will not bear ſuch an unreaſonable, as well 
s unſcriptural 'burden as this, Oh 1 ſeriouſly 
onfider that dreadful Scripture ( which me- 
inks ſhould be as a fiered Beacon, and a fla- 
" Fning ſword to keep you fromit ) 24a/. 1.13, 14, 
+. (jou {aid alſo, beho/d what a wearineſs is it, and 
' this have ſnuffed at ity ſaith the Lord of Hoſtsy 
nd ye have brought that which was torn, and the 
[7 ſame and the ſick ; thus you brought an offering 
rin $44! 7 accept this at your bands, ſaith the Lord. 
nd $2 curſed le the deceiver, which hath in his Flick, 
a Male, and Vonew, and Sacrificeth a corrupt 
things Fc. 
ne | Yuder the Levitical Law, the Lord forbids 
that Cattel of divers kinds ſhould be ſuffered to 
engender together, and the Field muſt not be 
1d own with nungled ſeed, neither muſt a Garment 
of Linnen and Woollen-mingled together, be 
x for, And fo the conjunftion of the good 
4: (Seed of the Word , with the evil ſeed of the 
4 cat, mekes bur a Monſter in Worſhip, for a 
Sacrifice for God, And do you think that ſuch 
wixed,and Linhe-woolge Monſtrous Service will 
plexſe God 2 Oh take vp this portable Engine 
of Divine Prayer, which will pleaſe your Cap- 
tain, and comfort your ſelves. : 
| This is an Engine, that theweakeſt Chriſtian, 
through the help. of the Spirit, may carry with 
him, with a great deal of delight, When. the 
Captain of our \ Salvation ( through bodily 
weakneſs) was unable to carry his Wooden 
Croſs, yet he could carry his Praying-Engine 
to help him to endure the ſufferings of tt. The 


Romans 


Lev. 19. 19- 


Qa.22.5,0, 
7, Kc. 


Romans weighty Engines and maſly Ramms, te his h 
viced great Rirength to draw them about, buſſih® 

this Engine Will fetch in ſtrength enough to ca\{{tte! 
ry it ſelt, and the Carrier too, through all theſcvti! 
World, all tl 

3. This Engine of Prayer is a very hidden onef 1" 
it can be carried in ſecret, and plac'd in ſea} Þ 
and it can be nſed in ſecret, out of the EnemigMa! 
fight, And it hath very occult properties andfP*"! 
qualities 1n its Myſterious workings, that tl 
Enemies with their greateRt InſpeRion and 
deepeſt Policy cannot deſcry. 

It can be laid. ina Corner, and do great et 
ploits, When Herod fixetched forth his hand 
openly, and raiſed a Battery againft the" 
Church, and digged deep to blow it up; the 
Church made a Counter-mine, and Jaid this 
Engine of Prayer un ſecret, and very ſecretlf 
and myſteriouſly 1t wrought, Peter Was alt 
into Priſon, and into Chains if Priſon , and 
the Church made that which is called a Conven- 
ticle. They pot together in private, and made 
Prayer without ceaſing. And this Enging 
Prayer broke down the Enemies Battery, blows 
ed up their Mine, and did their Work, They 
Prayer went ſecretly to Heaven, and taok 4 
Courtier of the Throne by the hand , and 


brought him down to Earth , leads him into 
the Priſon, unlooſeth the Chains, unbolts the] * 
Doors, an brings forth Peter. And the bleſſed 
Angel goes and fteals upon Herod the King, 
-and {mites him down to the around, and cuts 
-him off with ſudden and ſhametul Death, And 
ke that was but little before firetching _ 

1s 


| - 3) 

«Mhis hand to vex certain of the Church, hath now 
wllthe hand of God, and the hand of an Angel too, 
fretch'd forth againſt himſelf, to vex this Perfe- 
Fcuting Prince to death, And notwithſtanding 

al this Sublimity and Grandeur, though on the 
Throne,and in Koyal Apparel, and cryed up with 

2 ſhoat of the People, to be a God, and not a 

&f Man, yet he was made know himſelf to be a vile 
perſecuting wretch, and a great deſpicable ſtink- 

ns worm,, and meat for the leſſer worms ta eat. 

When Peter and John were apprehended and 
convened before the Rulers and Elders, they | 
threatned them, and fritly charged them to 48. 4 
Preach no more in Chriſts Name, But they would 
not obſerve, but return to their company, report- 
ng what” was done, and ſets their Engine of 
Prayer a going, to Counter-work the Enemies 
nge. They ſpread the threats, the cruelty and 
rage of the Enemies, before the Lord in Prayer 
defiring the Lord to behold thoſe threats ; And 
at laft, the Place where this Engine was ſet, did 
ſhake ; and being caſt into Priſon, away comes 
th? Angel ſecret by Night,and opens the Priſon- At. 18-56! 
Doors, and brought them forth ; and bids them 7,7" 5* 39209? 
60 into the Temple, and ſpeak all the words of © 

this Life, 


This Engine ſhoots ſometimes diretly, and 
ſometimes obliquely, ſometimes perpendicular- 
ly, down-right to Earth and Hell, and ſometimes 
Elevated much again, to the laſt Degree and 
M-ngte of Altitude Sometimes it is diſcharge 
et forward, to purſue and overtake the Fliers 
in their fearful flight ; and ſometimes backward, 
X * 


nw Gw= was Wo Gd eunm—_ *” tr = awwas as wi 77 ——, cS % Fi en 2 ww > > i. +» 


Mr. Euyrourhs 


Facobs ſeed, 


154) 
to break down the Bridges, to open the gluces, , 
to draw the Hatches, to fill up the Moats, and b 
to Barricado the waies, to flop the Enemies in ” 
their moſt vehement purſuit. Sometimes it : 
ools off at a right level, point-blank, and ſome- 
times at random. Sometimes it goes off through 
an abſolute promiſe, and ſometimes through a 
conditional Promiſe, but alwaies through a Med:e 
ator, and there it never mifleth, or goes beſide the 
Mark, Iſa. 45. 19. 1 ſaid nit unto the ſeed of 
Facob, ſeek ye me in vain. 

This the Lord hath ſpoken plainly and open- 
ly. I have not ſpoken ( ſaith he) in ſecret, in 
dark place of the Earth. The Heathen gods 
did ſpeak darkly, and ambiguouſly to their wor- 
ſhippers, that they knew not what to make of 
their words; bat I have not done ſo to you,ſaith 
God. They would have you worſhip them, but 
they cannot help you when you have ſo done. But 
it is not ſo with me: I ſaid not to the ſeed of 
fob » ſeek ye we in vain. If you uſe your 

ather Jacobs Praying-Engine, and grapple,and 
wreſtle for the bleſſing, you ſhall be called 
1ſraels, and (as Princes) have power to prevall 
with me. This poor deſpicable worm Facob, 
with the Engine of Prayer , ſhall prevail with 

God. Ah Chriftians ! Soldiers of Chriſt ! keep 
charging and diſcharging of your Engine , for 
it ſhall not be in vain, You have better than 
the wordofa King, you have the Word of 
a faithful God, tht your Prayers ſhall ſucceed, 
_ Tears thall be botled, your Petition ſhall 

; filedup in Heaven, and God will put his 
own privy Signes and fias at the _ of 
el 
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"them all , and iflue forth a Decree for Mercy- 
inþ1t is one of Gods glorious Attributes, that he 
s jo icareth Prayers. And thoſe rhat ſow in ttars, P(4l, 116, 5,6. 
"_ _s reap In J9Y He that goeth forth WCeeping, 
ting precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs cotte 
again with rejoycing, bringing his Sheaves 
with him. Oh what a ſecret, and ſucceſsful 
Engine is this 1 O! little doth the World know, 
{ of what is in the prayers of the Saints? What 
exploits they do even in ſecret, what good, 'br 
vhat hurt this Engine will fecretly do them 2 
xn of Y<iily Prayer hath moſt Myſterious, moſt Sub- 
\ds 0 !ime, moſt Secret and Subtil properties 10 1t. 
This Engine can ſhoot Sympathetical Oint- 
ment to ſpread a Plaiſter, and cure the wound 
'þ | "hich the ſame weapon makes : It can caſt 
down, and comfort : It can break, and bind up 
| '"© heart of an Inceſtuous Corinthian. YE 
It candeliver, and diſcharge Mercy and Mi- * SOLO 


h 
Ib a 


4 ſery, Judgment and Joy, Honey and Gall at 
30 once. P/a/. 136. 17,18, &c. To bim which 
10 [mote great Kings; for bis Mercy endareth for 
[ eVer. 


And flew famms Kings ; for his Mercy endureth 
for ever. 
Sihon King of the Amorites ; for bis Metcy 
endureth for ever. 

And Os, the King of Baſhan , for bis Mer= 
cy endureth for ever, 

All this is the different Effe&s, and various 
Operations of the ſame Prayer : It can Kill, and 
Cure at once : It can floatto the top the loweſt 
Saints , and fink to bottom the higheſt Sinners, 


with the ame Breath, It can ſhoot bladders 
X 3 to 


5 

to the one, and mill-fiones to' the other ac 
Once, 

Oh ! the MyRtery of Prayer! hi 

This is one of the great Myſteries of - thifi 
Kingdotn of Heaver, which the Mighty, CaPc 
' nal Polititians of the World underftand notSo 
and yet Babes and Sucklings bave 1t revealedF: 
untothem, They have the -hand that will tunfe 
the Cock above, and draw-the ſweet Wane of thc 
Kingdom, to Cordaal, and refreſh the OppreſleS 
Saints ; and to fill the Cup to the-brim with tha 
bitter , the red, the ſparkling wine of Divin 
wrath, for all 1mplacable , opprefſing finners 
Theſe Babes have the Key of the Kingdome 
Heaven , Where the Treaſures of Mercy a 
Wrath are laid up and reſerved. A praying Han 
nah can go up, and fetch down a rich Mercy for 
her ſelf and the Church together. And a Chil 
or a woman may take this Engine of Prayer, 
7ael did her hammer, and ſecretly ſmite a Nall 
hone to the head,in the head of a Siſera. Praye 
15 ſometimes like black Gun-powder, it will de 
liver home to the Mark, and do Execution before 
the Report is heard ; and ſometimes like white 
Powder, that will kill the Enemy, or get th 
Prize, and make no noiſe in Earth at all. Like 
Lightning, that will Myſteriouſly penetrate the 
ſmalleſt pores : That will melt the Sword, and 
not burn the Sheath. Prayer hath much intimacy, 
and goes hand in hand with the invifible God: 
It can deliver an Arrow to the heart of a Julian 
and firike a perſecuting Apeſtate dead, in his 
Tet; and no mortal eye can ſee whence it came. 
This £ ngine can ſhoot fire and water together, 
| it 


tcan kindle a fire, and quench a flame at once. 
\h ſubtile Sinners, ſeed of the Serpent 1 fear 
his ſecret, ſubril, and ſacred Engize of Prayer: 
twill Countermine your blooay Gun-powdert 
Politick Plots, Ir will ok you down, or blow 
not Fou up. It will caſt your Fire-balls in your own 
aleFFaces. On London, London ! England,Englandl 
Weave off the Common fire, and the. ſtrange fire 
70 have uſed ſo long, and hath been ſome ot the 
eWellows that have blown the Coals, and kindled 
he flames of the other Rrange fire amongſt you. 
nd make uſe of this occult Engine of Prayer : 
1ersyhen all your other Engines are broken, or -haye 
e dfffio water to feed them ; this will dig a Well, and 


ana water together, through the hardeſt Rock. 
TanWt will open. Rivers in high Places ; and Foun- 
y forfſtains in the midRt of the Valleys ; and make the 
nldgWilderneſs a pool of Water ; and the dry Land, 


prings 3" a9 ater, 
iſ It is ſaid/of Archimedes, that admirable Engine- 
maker, that when the Rowans laid Siege to Sy= 
acuſa, where he lived, that he made Burning- 
Þlaſles, and by them ſet on fire divers Ships 
tefyhich the Komans had in the Haven, He had 
ariety of Engines, ſome for one purpoſe, and 
ethers for another purpoſe, becauſe no one of 


(157) a 


thefhem could be for all uſes. But this Engi 2 of Prayer can 


andPrayer is for all uſes, and to all intents ang pur- 
xcy, Poſes. It is good for Fire-works, for Water- 


ſtrike fire our 


of the Flint, 


and water out 


od :Fiorks, gocd to uſe in the Earth, and in the Air g ep po 


ent hath the Myftery of all the Elements jn it : It 
hisÞath divers contrary effects, at one and the ſame 
me.ime. It carries as Diametrically oppoſite, as 


her, the 
it 


Eſth. Chap.6, 
and 7, 


x Sam. I, 13, 
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the Eaſt is to the Welt, The Datch new Engind 
35 reported to have two bores, and delivers rw 
Ballets at once, chained together, but both theſ, 

ſhots are carried along by one Chain, to on 
lace, and to one purpoſe, But this Engine « 
rayer will deliver at once two ſhots of diver 
Metal, and carry them quite contrary wayes. 

will carry the Golden-Ball of Mercy one way 
and the Granado of Wrath another way : The” 
ſame Prayer can ſend one Angel to the Priſon 
to let goa Peter ; and another tothe Pre/ate, tif® 
knock dewn and execute a Herod, &c, It wil. 
diſmount a Haman,and ſet a Mordecai on Horſe: 
back ; It will advance the one to Honour,and the" 
other to the Gallows. 


4. This Engine of Prayer is a loud Infirument 
toſound and noiſe, The Word hath a voice: the 
Rod hath a voice,and Prayer hath a voice, thouslif 
the carnal, careleſs, ſecure, ſleepy, deaf, ora 
ther dead ones of this World tear it not. Nay, 
when a good E/j could not hear a Hannahs voi 
though anding by her on Earth, yet her voice 
was heard loud in Heaven before the Throne d 
God. - 

It is a high expreſſion of Lather, ſpeaking 0 f 
the Prayer of a Contrite Heart, -4 

© The leaſt fipht of a Contrite Heart, ſo fil 
« Heaven with neiſe, that there is no noiſe 
© any thing in Heaven, or Earth, beard at thi 
© time, but only the noiſe sf Prayer. 

This Praying ,Engive may make a great noiſe{® 
when it makes no words. by 3 

e . 


£, 


M 
d 


n 


"ind There are Three things eſpecially, which are 
eeald in Scripture, to makea = | 
herd 1. The Sins of the wicked, 7 will go doo 1, 

ondow and ſee, whether they have done alrogetber ace 

ing tothe cry that is come up 10 we. 
The cry of Sodons and Gomorrah is great, and 
beir Sin u very grieve. 
may] Very grievous Sins, makes a very grievous 
They in the ears of God, 
ron 2+ The Sufferings and Blood of the Innocent 2, 
 #S8faid tocry. The Blood of Abe! was ſaid to 
x ry, from almoſt the beginning of the World : It 
$ras ſaid to cry ſo long ago, and it continues cry- 
o tothis day. 
And the Blood of the New-Teftament-Mar- 
rs, is ſaid to cry. Rev. 6. 9,10. 7 ſaw wnder Rey,6.9,10. | 
enfiÞte Altar, the Sonls of them that nere lain for the 
th 3 of God, and for the Teftimony which they 

eld. 
1 And they cryed with a loud voice, ſaying, How 
$1240 Lordgholy and true, doſt thou not judge and 
enge 0ur Blood,ou them that dwell on the Earth. 
And Blood cries at Rowe, and Blood cryes in 
ME n2/and, and cries at London z O London,Lon- 
v2! hearken to the voice of the {arian blood, 
of the blood of 1artyrs, the blood of Smithfield, 
{that Abe/demea, that Field of blood where the 
en {artyrs fryed. And all the Innocent and Royal 
Flood, that have been fpilt in thee from time to 
fume, lies crying aloud to Heaven for Vengeance 
at this day, And the Aartyrs fire ſo long ago, 
fe 3ay kindle theſe freſh Flames of wrath, 
3. There is thePrayers of the Saints,that are ſaid 3. 
to x 


Ie QC 


Yer 


the 


tocry. Luk. 18,7. And ſhall not God avenge big; 


own Elett, nbich cry day and night unto bim,Cc, the 


Prayer hath aloud cry, and it hath a long cry too, 


It cries day and night ; It cries continually, fromſyhi 
Generation to Generation : It cries until the 


Cauſe and Quarrel of the Ele@ be Avenged, andſ, 


the Mercies they cry for, be obtained, 


All theſe cries are up in the World,yea,and up 
inEngland,and that very high at this day. Thoug 
Prayer be look'd upon never {o deſpicable, yetit 
hath a loud and ſucceſsful voice, Though it may 
be look'd upen by many to be but as the noiſe 0 
Rams-horns,yet it will make the Walls of Rome, 
like the Walls of Jericho to fall down, Prayer 
hath a loud breath, and along breath, yea and a 
firong breath likewiſe. Though Prayer may ſound 
no more than a Tear on Earth, yet it ſounds asa 
Trumpet in Heaven. And like ſome Engines that 
begins with a ſmoak , but ends with a ſound, 
The Prayers of the Saints go up to Heaven with 
the (moak of Incenſe ; but they make a report, 
and recoile with a loud eccho, ard have voices 
as terrible Thunderings and Lightnings , and 
Earth-quakes, Rev. 8. 3,4, 5. eAnd anther 
Angel came and ſtoxed at the Altar, having 4 
Goiden Cenſer, and there was oiven unto hiw 
mcb Incenſe,tbat he ſhould offer it with the Pray* 
ers of all & atnts,npon the Golden Altar nhich was 
Lefore the Throne. And the ſmoakh of Incenſe, 
which came with the Prayers of the Saints, 
aſcended ap before Ged, out of the Angels hand. 
And the Ange! took the Cenſer and filled it with 
Fire 


, I61 _— | 
* bil rire of c he' Altar yand caft it into the Earth : and 
Cclthere were V vices, and Thundrings, and Light- 
000.0 ings, and an Earth-quake. Letme a little ppen 
roMJ this Scripture,that you may thebetter underſtand 
tel how your Engine of Prayer comes to make ſich a 
and Report, and 20 fond ſo loud. | 
This age! 18 underſtood tobe the Lord Jeſus, 

the true Angel of the Covenant 4 /not a common 
"up and Ordinary Angel, but a Covenant and extra- 

ordinary Angel. Jtis Jeſus Chriſt that offers up 
ty the Prayers of the Saints. 
ay And He is the true Golden Altar himſelf,vhich De. Gouge 
of keeps. in,. and bears the living coals to kindle Commentary 
% 0 Prayer, and that ſanRifieth the gift. - _ _ onthe Types, 
/l He is the Golden Cenſer, as well as the Gol- 
| if den Altar. The much Incenſe that was offered 
od with the Prayers of all Saints, is his ſuperabun- 
519 dant Merits and Mediation. His Spirit blowes 
"Wy the Coals, and kindles the Incenſe, and fills the 
Cenſer with Fire ; and then the Smoak and the - 
hy $2vour of Prayer is \weet. And then He, as our . * * 
ON Great High Prieſt, carries them into the Holieft 
of of Holieſt, and layes them upon himſelf, the glo- 
v rious Golden Altar that is before the Throne of 
Ty God; and offers them up with his own hands, When Mzrort- 
4F and makes them acceptable in Heaven, And Na re FED 
%' having found accptance in Heaven, what a noiſe mea 
"I vill they make ar their rebound hen they are forces, 4rch'- 


"i caſt down into the Earth ? medes began t9 
Je handle his Ez= 
| eines, andflew may kinds of thor and ftanes of great weight, which fell 
[LE with ſuch excceding noiſc.and violence, that it bear back the Romans, and 
þ brake down the Foundations of their Exgjnes char was againſt rfem, &cs 
Clark, Mir. p15 9.yThe Engine of Prayer is of greater Noiſe and Forces 


Y What 
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What a comfortable Eccho will it be to they 
Saints? And what a dreadful Thunder-clap| 
and Earth-quake will it be to their Enemies? 
The lower in the Valley an Engine is diſchar- 
ged, the more it will Eccho. And ſo it is with 
the Militant Saints, - when they dwell loweſt in 
the valleys of Affliction, the greater report and 
redound will their Prayers make, the greater 
Eccho will they give. 

Fhe lower the 7/rae/ites lay in Bondage, in 
AMi&tion and Iron, the deeper did they figh, 
the louder did they cry, the more grievous did 
they groan 3 And their cry came np to the 
Lord by reaſen of their Bondage, and accor- 
dingly did the Lord remember them : And at 
laſt their Prayets and Cry redounded with the 
voice of joy, in a Jubile for themſelves, and 
Judgment and utter Deſtruftion upon Pharach 
and his Army, their oppreſſing Enemies, which 
made the Sea to roar, and the Earth to ring with 
a mighty voice. 


The leaſt fighor ſob, the leaft groan or moan, 
or tear of a gracious heart, makes a noiſe in Hea- 
ven, David knew well enough, and therefore 
he is ſometimes, with his Lord hear the woice of 
wy weeping, the voice of my groanings the woice of 
my moaning, the voice of my mourning, the voice of 
my ſigbing,G+c. 

The great God makes much, yea he makes 
the moſt of the leaſt of Prayer : When the 
Saints do but Ggh on Earth in a Dungeon, he 
hears them on his Throne of Glory, vor 
they 
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 theſthey do but Ggh in the Priſon, /he hears at-his 
clap IPalace. Ah Saints ! what a God have you þ that 
es? [z figh ſbonld ſound (o loud to be heard inHeaven, 
Mats fro awaken God, to raiſe him up,and to bring him 
vith Jdown from the Throne to the Foot-ſtool, to help 
t in his oppreſſed People, Let the fighing of the prul, 79. ix, 
and Priſoner's came before the ; according to the great= 
ater ſr of thy Power preſerve thoſe that are 4ppoint= 
 F[dtodye : Or, as the Marginal reading is, Pre- 
2 B ſerve the Children of Death. Ah Priſonerg of 
h, IChriſt, and Children of Death ! what a Cordial 
lid Fis this, That your fighing may be heard in Heaven, 
the to break your bonds, though Afidtion and Iron, 
r- f yea, though bound with the bends of Death ? It 
at can reverſe the Sentence from the Children bf 
he Death » upon whom it is caſt, 


oþ | Jeſus wept and groaned, and groaned again y 
h find the gromns were heard in Heaven : And he 
th Fcryed out, and his voice was heard in the Grave, 
and the bonds of Death were looſed, and-the 
Grave gave up her Dead, kY 
, | AhSoldiersof Chriſt 1 learn of your Captain ,,,.,. oY 
* Ftoweep and groan over another Lazarus, and it preſſorum exe 
© | may bring him from the dead, though he have aydit Deus. 
f Fliin in the Grave bound hand andq foot, under a 
f F heavy Tomb-ſtone, more years than the former 
f £did dayes. EE 69 
Oh! go with Aary,and weep at the grave,till 
* Be whom thou loveR, and Chriſt loveth, come 
* North. The Prayer of Faith, though in Gighs: and 
* Egroans that cannot be exprefſed, miy cry loyd 
| Yenough ta ſave the fick, and to raiſe the dead, 
What a precioas Text is that, worthy to he writ- 
| Y 3 ten 
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ten in letters of Gold 1 Pal. 12.5. For the oy [Ai 
preſſion of the Poor, for the ſighing of the Needy;Þof 
Now will I ariſe( ſaith the Lord) I will ſet biw nll bo 
ſafety from him that puffeth at him. Or, as theſ]þ 
Marginal reading 15, From him that wonld enſnarih © 


im. 

. Ah poor and needy ones ! are men puffing at th 
yott, and enſnaring of you z When you camot fi 
utter your complaints openly, yet you may ſecret- 
ly Ggh out your Oppreſſions before the Lord, andff S: 
t ha will belond' enough to awaken the Lord toff b 
atiſe. 0! 

For nith bim the Fatherleſs find Mercy. rc 
- Prayer is a Weapon, an Epmgine,. wich youlſſ g 
Enemies with all their $kill and power cannaf it 
take from you, or wholly hinder the uſe of it, aff 1 
longas you live, Let a Saint have all his Books ? 
raken away, yet he can pray, - Caſt him int 
Priſon with Peter, yet be can pray, Caſt bloogfh] 1 
ſtones at him with Srephen, yet he can Prayufſ : 
thar dark form. Stop his mouth with a gag, aff} 1 
a cloath, as ſume of the Martyrs were, yer he canfj | 
ſob, and figh, and that is Prayer, © Pluck out, aff} \ 
cut off his Tongue, as other Martyrs were uſed} i 
yet hewill moan and groan, and that is Prayer} « 
yea and Joud Prayer too. The more:men go toff | 
filence Prayer, the louder it cries ; the more 
they go to ſtop, and damm up Prayer,the moreit 
breaks forth and runs over, like waters, with 


 breatec noiſe, 


Let out his Blood, and that will Rill ſpeak 


and cry with the-Blood of Abe/. Burn him t 
- aſhes , his duſt wilt fly op to Heaven wit 
the Martyts, aid joyti' Forces with that bleſſe 


Army 


(165) | 
oy | Army,and beficge the Throne of God,the Thione 
13; of Grace and Glory,with a loud voice, How long, pes, 6.10: 
s inf] holy and true, doſs then not avenge our Blood on 
thel] chew that dwell on the Earth ? Andall the Pray- 
«rr ers they made in the time of their life, will re- 
inforce their irength again,and follow them when 
o 2tf they are dead. Thus the Spiritof Truth Proclaims 
net} om Heaven, Riv.14. T3, 
et-j1 Oh Enemies to Prayer,Perſecutors of Praying- 
andy] Saints 1 What do you mean ? bethink yourſelves 
| toff before it be too late. Can you flop the running 
of Fordan, or tbe over-flowing of Nil, or the 
roaring of the Sza ? Or can you filence the cla- 
ou} mor and terrible ſhout of the latTrumpets ſound- 
not} ing, when you are called to Judgement > Then 
, uf may you filence the Naiſe of this Praying-En- 
of cine, and not till then. 

5. This isa Potent, Powerful Engine. You vs: 
may gneſs much at this by what hath been ſaid 
already. The Engine of Prayer is powerful every 
where, It is powerful in Heaven, in Earth, in 
Hell, the Sea and deep places. Behold and ſee 
well what it hath done, what it can do,and what 
it ſhall do, It hath had power over Devils, power 
over Men, yea, and power over God. It hath 
healed the Sick, it hath' raiſed the Dead; it hath 
chained upthe Devil,and caſt ont Devils : when 
if the gift of Miracles could not do it, the gift of _ .--, c 
if Prayer could. When Pau/ knew ne other way tc Prayer of 


to break his Chains, and open the Priſon door, te Luther, Non 

dubito quin 
Multum ſubſidii ad deſperatam hanc cauſam commiorum preces illus illature 
ſunt. That he was configent rhe buſineſs had ſome life in it, becauſe Lu 
ther Prayed, 


queſtioned 
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queſtioned not but this Engine of Prayer would Þ 
doit. He was a Prifoner, when he wrote his #6 
Epiſtle to Philemon, and he writes to him for to 
prepare a lodging, upon the confidence he had 
of the power of this Engine of Prayer. Philem. 
22. But withall prepare mea lodging ; for 1 traſt 
that through your Prayers I ſhall be given anto 
you. This Engine Can fetch a Pau} out of Pri- 
ſon, a Jonah out of the belly of the Whale in the 
Sea, and a Zaz4rss out of the Grave, on the 
Land: This is that Engine that hath ſhut up 
Heaven, and prepared it again. This Engine 
hath Ropt the Sun and thz Moon in their courſes, 
untill the people had avenged themſelves upon. 
their Enemies. All thoſe great Exploits that 
are attributed to Faith, _ II, of being valiant 
in Battel, of putting to flight Armies of Aliens 
of / ane Kingdene, Des may be all attributed 
to Prayer; it was by Faith, by Faith in Prayer, 

i! Iris lu?d of s © Said Archimedes, give m2 aplace to ſet my 

'F Luther, That & Z,;zeon,and I will move the World. Sol- 

bn - to qenary-oy diers of Chriſt, you have not only an Engine that | 

Yould of Gos Will move the World, but you have a place to ſet 

in Prayer. Po- it On, very firm 3 There is th2 Promiſe of God, 

'F rwit quicquid and the Mediation of Chriſt, a place on purpoſe, 

NY vol, put the Engine of Prayer there,, and it will more 

th!) than move the World : Itwill move the Maker, 
and (with holy Reverence be it ſpoken) com- 
mand the Maker of the World, What a memo- 
rable Text is thit, 1/4. 45. Il. Thus ſaith the 

Lord, the hily one of Iſrae! and his Maker, Ak 

we of things to come, concernig my Sons, and £04 - 

ceruing the wrk of my Hands command ye me, O 

of hat po ver is Prayer, and of what condeſcen- 
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zuld fon þ God 1 Prayer can command the Holy 
his $One for things to come, yea, and for things pre- 


6 
had 


ſent! It can command open, and it can com» 
mand up, and faſten'the Omnipotent hands ! it 
en command down Mercies,and command my 
Miſeries! See another memorable Text, whic 

will prove the latter, as well as the foremen- 
tioned have proved the former, Exod. 32. 10, 


it. Now therefore ſaid the Lord to Moſes, let Auſtinglefſerh! 


thus on "the 


we alone, that wry wrath may wax bot againſt I 
them, and conſume them, &c. Why, s 2g did Jpn 


Meſes do, that the Lord could not tixe,and who hola 
out the Vials of Wrath > Why, he ke toff and Je ng 
ſhut ap the Omnipotent Hands and the Ever- who can lay 
lfting Arms, with his Praying Engine. O what Ferters and © 
zpowerful thing is Prayer, that will in a ſenſe 5 9:05 PK 
overcome an Infinite God 1 O Praying Souls, g,, 
Praying Soldiers of Chriſt 1 you are the Mighty 

ones; the moſt powerful Princes and Potentates 

in the World, You have power as Princes, to 


prevail with God the only Potentate, O 1 What 


YEngine is like unto yours} What were many ct 


thoſe mighty Xawws, and battering Engines 
Which Yefþafan brought againſt Feruſa/em ? Or 
that Archivedes made in Sicily ? Or thoſe which Ezck. 26.0,q" 
Nebachadnez.z.ar ſet againſt the Walls of Tyra: 2 
Or thoſe which the great 7 #rk Carries about with 


J's Artillery, ro this mighty Engine of Prayer, 


that Chriſt Jeſus hath left in the Hearts and in the 
Hands of the Militant Saints ? 

* By Blood and Prayers (ſaith Zarber) the Jn hurrie 
* Church overcomes the World, Ah Saints! ,,;,, &, 9waut 
Sufferings and Prayer will Conquer the World, tiove corvrtity 
be irneyer ſo irong, _ Luther, 

, The 
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6. The Engine of Prayer is very Formidable 
Crnel, and Terrible to the Churches Implacat 
and Irreconcilable Enemies. Againſt ſuch, thi 
Engine is loaden and full charged, with flreadk 
Powder and Shot of terrible Threats and Impre4{;; 
cations. And Woto them that are [rhe But, 
and Marks that it is levelled at, when it's fire, 
and diſcharged, What Tertible ſhot did Devil, 
charge his Praymg-Engine with, when heput inf, 
and rammed home one fearful Imprecation after 
another, and fired all-at once? -Pſa/. 35. I, "Jp 
&e. (1) Fight againſt them that feghs again 
me. (2) Take ay of Shield and Backler jan p 
ſtand up for my belp. (3 )" Draw out alſo thy}; 
' Spear, and ſtop the nay againſt thers that Perſ 
, Emte me. ( 4) Let them be confounded nnd | 
, #0 ſhame, tbat ſeek after myſoul, (5) Let th 
be turned back, and brought t0 confuſion, that 
viſe myburt. (6) Let them be as Chaſf befor 
tbe Wind. (7) And let the Angel of the 
Chaſe them. (Þ) Let their way be dark and fli 
pety. (9) And.let the Angel of the Lord Per 
cnte them i for nithow cauſe they bave bid for 
| their net in 4 pit, which without cauſe they bt 
” dipped for my Soul. (10) Let deffruttion c 
#pdn bins at wnawares. (11) And let bis 
which be bath hid, catch himſelf; into the 
- Deſirattion lt 'him Fall, 'Ah Perſecutors 

Saints, implacable Enemies of Chriſt and his 
litant Church, by what Names or titles ſoent 
youare diſtinguiſhed, whether Clergy or Laith 
whetherBiſhops, Arch-Biſhops, Deans,or De 
© Cons; herher Nobility, Gentry, or Comm 
* - Nalty, whether Popes, os Prelares : wy 
:nct 


Low 


inces or Parliaments ; whether Conyocations 
Sc Counſels ; -whether Judg6s of Oyer and Ter- 
Winer, Juſtices of the Peace, and Jary-men of 
"She Inqueſt, one and all, ſeriouſly conſider, and 
hold this Terrible Ezgine which King David 
id uſe : There 1s no Morter-piece , nor no 
Murdering-piece ih all the World fo Terriole. 
Behold the number and the weight of the fiery 
ranadoes, and Imprifoned Bullets, that it deli- 
rers againſt you at once, 
" Here are no leſs than Ten Imprecations in one 
T, "APrayer. There were Ten fearful Prinfitive 
1" Perſecutions ; and here are Ten fearful Im- 
«A precations againſt all the implacable Perſecu- 
tors in the World. The Militant Saints have 
the ſame Engine, for the ſame uſe that David 
had, only with this ſmall difference : David 
by an Infallible and Prophetical Spirit did bet- 
ter ſee his Mark, he levelled point-blank, ſome- 
/*"Fiimes at particular perſons; As Sa»/ the King, 
"Ic «/þ the Courtier, wicked Doeg, Judas 1ſcarior, 
J vith others of that Regiment. Burt now though 
the Soldiers of Chriſt ſhoot more at candom, 
'*F conditionally, that they be ſuch, and though they 
cannot level ſo direR, yet Gods Infallible Hand 
will carry home the ſbot, and make it hit the 
right White, as well and effeQually as if they 
"F knew the very Numeral and Individual perſon 
© dy name... Ah Perſecutors of the Saints ! be- 
Ware, and ſtand clear, and ſhake, and fall down 
"I hen this Engize is charged with Deprecations 
and Imprecations together : For if this White- 
Powder carry home the Got, it will be a dark 
Z night 


Bum 


} 
iti 
2 


" 
7 


"Tv <cl4;. Dight, of at leaſt, a black day for you. T have 
keg ;ay- been told by a Low-Ceuntry Soldier, ar 

mouth Garri= an Henourable Eng/i/þ Commander , That 

ſon ſtrived oreat ſhot came from their Enemies Fort, and 
__ a eg went dire&ly into the Muzzel of one of thei 
Rone inco the Ordnance, Which being charged, the force « 
Muzzel ofa the ſhot fired the Gun, which ſent back thi 
gun ; atlength Enemies ſhet, and their own together, as ſool 


one of them ae jr came, Implacable Perſecutors ! you fire 
obtained his 


end; but the 


Gun bring blank at Chriſt, and his Soldiers ; take heed, 
charged with left your ſhot enter the mouth of their Engin 
Pewder , the and force it to fire, and carry back your own 
force of the gct and another too, and that with a poli- 


f. ſtone did 


Arrange] der. Pp 
Im, "yer You that fire your Chaſe-Guns at Chriſt and 


Mertally his Soldiets , Take heed that the ſhot do not 
ww him recoile home to your ſelves , out of David: 
at threw it; 


fed = es: the wind ; and let the Angel of the Lord Chaſe 


our Ordnance, and let fly your fhot pointh, 


$a 


þ 


\ 


. 


Y 


Engine, With a Let thews be- as the Chaff before 


that he threw drive you about , and drive you along at anes 


which wound- ther rate, then you, and the Angel of Darkneſs 


cd him, 
It is eaſy to 
apply it, 


together, do drive up and down, and chaſe 
about the Soldiers of Chriſt. 


be dark and ſlippery, that they know not whi- 
ther to go, nor how to ſtand, becauſe of your 
A&s, and: Ordinances, and 'Canons, &c. Take 
heed leſt this cone back with a like rebound ; 
With 2 Let their may be dark and ſlippery, A 
as they have Perſecured the Saints'ot God, let 
the Spirit of God convince and convert thet 
or elſe, Let their nay be dark and ſlippery ; 2 
eo 


A 


You that have made the way of the Saints to 
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\ # tbe #/ of the Lord Perſecate thew. 
"J$aint Fobs deſcribes the Afonſtrous,Cracl, 7 ex- 
ue, Antichriſtian Beaſt, to have Seven Heads 
.d Ten Horns, and Seven Crowns, and 4 long 
« off of Apoſeate nandring Stars, the third part of 
"þ* Stars of Heaven ; which waited to engage, to 
our (Chriff) the man-Child, and the nomay 
be Church) as ſoon as ſhg bronght hizs forth. 
*F Well, Soldiers of Chriſt, hath this terrible 
an d Dragon, this crael Rowi/h Beaſt, nambers of 
, Apetetion ? Math this Beaſt the ſtrength of Seven 
Fads, and the honour of Seyen Crowns ? you 
2 Praying- Engine that hath SevenTotalities, 
ſhoot at every one of theſe Heads, and knock 
nap too, and to irike off thoſe Seven Crowns! 
nor}, Hath this fiery Dragon Ten Horns, more 
BY ll than. Heads, to goar and gricve, to pierce, 
ef £2{h, and perſecute ? Why, you have an En- 
if ive of Perſecution, that will carry Ten terrible 
+ 01s at once, as many Imprecations as the Beaft 
Wy , b Horns ; and the Horns, yea al the borns of 
W wicked ſhall be broken, Hath this Prodigious 

aſt of Rowe, of Sodems,of Hell, goarcd the Saints 
th Horns, to their Hearts, and let out their 
of 296? Then charge your Engine full vith Blood, 
- $% uſe this terrible Murdering-piece, and let fly 
Granado full of Blood and Fire,to the very Seat 
the Beaſt,to the very Gates of Xewe. It is the 
\oyal Law of the King of Heaven, and it is the 
ovation and prayers of the Sainty an Earth, 
©!909 for Blogd, good Lord. How /ong bo/y and 


omg 
ON- 


ff 


ſe 


Me, deft rho not avenge our Blood on chem that 
well on the Earth) 
Z 2 For 


—T _ —— 


d Rev.16, 6. 
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For they have ſhed the Blood of Saints and Pr 
phers ; and thon baſt given thews Blood to dri 
for they are worthy, There was no SanRuary, nc 
City of Refuge for wilful-Murder , under thi 
Law, nor is there any under the Goſpel ; neithe 
the Temple, nor the Throne can protect or pri 
viledg trom a righteous God, and an Almigh 
Hand. 

As the quarrel and injury relates only to- ou 
ſelves ; we muſt with Chriſt our Ca _—_ Wit 
Stephen the File-leader and Firſt Aſartyr, pt 
for Forgiveneſs,and Converfion,if poſſible it m 
be obtained ; but as the Cauſe is Gods, and tt 
Enemies Implacable ; Then to them it is,O L 
God to whom V engeance belongeth: O God to ul 
I engeance belongethsſhew thy ſelf. Lift up thy ſe 
thou Fudge of the Earth; render a reward to th 
Proud. 

O What a Terrible Exgine isthis! able to: 
fright, to aſtoniſh, and confound the Enemies 
Chriſt ! What were thoſe Engines which # 
madein Jeruſalem, Engines invented by cunnin 
men,to be on the Towers,and upon the Bulwark 
to ſhoot Arrows,and great Stones withal.He gr 
Famous,and Strong,and Terrible to the Enemie 
by theſe, But Chrifts Soldiers Engine is the mol 
Terrible and Dreadful that isin all the World 
This Engine will not only ſhoot Arrows,and gre: 
Stones ; but Snares, Fire and Brimſtone , Bloo 
and Wrath, Plagues and Death, to all Irrecc 
cilable Enemies of the Militant Church. 

It is ſad of the Queen of Scots, that (he " 
more afraid of Mr, Xyox his Prayers, th 
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vt che Invaſion of a great Eng/iſþ Army. Ang if 
one Saints Prayers be ſo dreadful,whar are all the 
Militant Saints, when united together ? when all 


J the Saints are compleatly Martialled in Rank and 


File, with Armour on,yvith Weapons drawn,with 
their Banners diſplaying, and with their Exgine 
firing, Then thou art beantiful, O my love ( ſaith 
Chriſt) as Tirzab, comely as Teraſalem, Terrible 
as an Army with Banners.Comely in Chris eyes, 
but Terrible to the Enemies, 

And now having ſhewed you the parts and the The Third 
properties of your Engine of Prayer, T ſhall in the thing to dis 
next place direct you, and preſs you to the right re&, ang to 
uſe of it, for our preſent occaſions; and ſo I Prels tothe 
ſhall haſten out of the Armory, and go forth into - w _ 
the Field again. _ 

And, for brevixy ſake, that the Paper may 
not ſwell too big , I ſhall reduce all that little 
I ſhall ay more to this great Engige, to two 
heads, 

Firſt, Make uſe of it at home, about all your I. 
Domeſtick occaſions and coacernments. 

Secondly, Make uſe of it abroad - more remote, 2. 
to negotiate your moreForeign Afﬀairs, 

Firſt, At home in the Heart, the neareſt of 2. 
all homes. Do not be {as the Church com- The Main- 
plained the was ) the keeper of others Vine- _ is the 
yards,but mine onn Vineyard have 1 not kept. Set -: auch 6. 
this Engine a work to catch all the Foxes, to kill © 
all the noxious Vermine of Luſts and Temptati- 
ons ; and to cut down, to root up, to carry away 
the Luxuriant broods,and branches,and the wick- 
ed Weeds of Sin and Corruption, 


Fire 


2, 


| | Joth. 34-15, 
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Fire your Engine at the heart of Sin, in 
own Hearts,the head-quarter,where it doth lod; 
keep firing ints the Main-guard,untill your Ene. 
mies be there killed and blown ap, and there be a 
veneral Rout. 

And ſo make uſe of it, to fetch in Soul-Provi- 
fion,and Heart-Ammunition to get in more Spi- 
ritual Might and Force from the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and the Word of Chriſt ,. of the Fruits of the 
Spirit, and more of the Truths of the Spirit ; to 
quicken, comfort, ſtrengthen, tabliſh, ſettle, and 
to carry you on inthe wayes of Chit. 


Secondly, Make uſe of this Engine of Prayer 
at home in the Heuſe,as well as in the Heart ; in 
your Houſholds and Families ; reſolve with Va- 
liant Fofbua, that you , and your Houſholds wil 
ſerve the Lords and ſeek the Lord, whatſoever 
others do, or will do z pray for, and pray with, 


' and pray over your Family-Relations. Do not 


lie open ta that Wrath which is threatned to be 
poured out on the Heathens, and Families that 
call not en the Name of the Lord. Let tbe Betha- 
ven become « Bethel, and your bouſes, like the 
Houſt of God, (viz.) A Houſe of Prayer. Let 
this Engine of Prayer be the Key to open your 
eyes in the ha. the barrs and bolts tq 
make them faft and ſafe at night. Saith Godly 
Bradford in his Letter, Pray, Pray, Pray. 

3. Thirdly, Make uſe of this Ezgine in the 
Charches of Chrift (at home ) amongſt the 
Corgregations of the Righteous, in the Aﬀem- 
bl:es and Societies of the Saints, the Compa- 

| nies, 


your 
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nies,and Companions of Chriſt. The Gurdns that Can. 8, 137] 
"Pare encloſed, the Fountains that are ſealed mp, in Can. 4113. 
8 the Cleft of the Rockgs iy the ſecret plares of the Can, 3. 14, 
, [| Stairs ; where the Companions hearken to Chriſts 


| 
voice ; there do you pray, that you may hear J 
italſo, and he A.» hear ts dn There in 
the Gardens , Chriſt dwels, and there he ſmells 
the odoriferous ſpices, and feedeth among the | 
Lillies, on the tender Grapes, and precious 
Pomegranates ; and there he waiteth for the In- | 
cenſe of Prayers to perfume them with \weetneſs; | 
and ſmoak that wall carry them up before the 
Throne of God, Ah Soleiers of Chriſt } ſet your | 
Engine a work together, and Pray ; though you 
pay for praying, and are puniſhed for praying,yet 
* | pray for your ſelves,and tor thetn that puniſh you. 
[If men mill ſend you ta the Gas/ or Bridexetfos 


cas # 1 &# ww = | |} 


praying, yet pray in Priſon, and make the Den of 
Theeves a Houfe of prayer ; and pray for your 
Perſecutors, that after they have ſent you to Gao! 
and Bridepek for praying, they be not bound Jude. 6, 
like mad-men, and caſt into black-Bed/ars, into 
utter darkneſs, blackneſs of darkneſs, and chains 
of everlaſtingneſs with mad malicious Devils, and 
deſperate reprobate men. And pray, that the 
Flames of Gods Wrath be not hotter and lon- 
eer on them in Hell, than the Fire of Perſecu- 
tion hath been on you in Earth, 1f the Sun of 
Perſecution gers vp to its Meridian Altitude, 
and keep noon all diy until you are black with 
its looking on you, yet it will ſett at laſt , But 
when the flames of Wrath once kindle on Per- 
ſecutors, in the dark World, on the other fide 
0 


" .- : . , ofthe Grave, they will never ceaſe. Thers iy 
| Yark 9, 48. Worm dieth nit, Ab the Fire is not quenched, | 
O ! meet togetherand pity them, and pray for 
them, mingle your prayers with tears, and.if 
$5 may your tears with blood; that they may 
elteve Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt, and his Þ 
Apoſtles, and tay not come to that place and 
ſtate of Eternal Torment. Tf they do ſmite one Þ 
ſhepherd into Prifon, and another into the Grave 
with praying, yet let the Flock of Chriſt, the Þ 
Friends of Chriſt, the Soldiers of Chriſt, learn of 
the Primitive Perſecuted Saints,to meet together, 
and to make Pray2rs without ceaſmp. Servants of 
Chriſt, Soldiers of Chriſt, come together at this 
Engine-duty ; donor be afraid of a Statute Turn- 
pike, ot a Cathedral Canon-Basket 2 your Pray- 
ing=Engine will help you aver, or help you under, 
and at laſt removethem, Do not put off Chriſt Þ* 
with leſs 'than 2- Rank, or with leſs then a File, £! 
Half- Files of the Rear, come np in- Order, anl (® 
. double the Pront entire once. And make bpa Js 
littleCompany,(at leaſt)for the ſake of your great $ 
Commander, and for the ſervice of your great 
Heb. 10.35. King, O!1 do not forſake the Aſſembling oft 
your ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; 
but be meetipg together, and ſtriving together in 4 
"your Prayers. | io 
If yon be'deſpightfully uſed, and perſecuted 
for praying, Let'it be all' a Caſe ; yet meet and 
Pray for all Saints, and for'all men, for Kiogs 
and others under them in Authority, 'that youſ[th 
may lead a quier and peaceable life, in all God-Jſ0! 
lineſs and hangfty, -And pray for them ( likes 
Stephen 


hen toned) that deſpitefully uſe yougand per- Ads 7.59: 
| Frate yorg That you may be the Children of your Mit. $.44,45- 
ther which is in Heaven; and the good Soldi- 
xs of your Captain Chrift,to obey his Commands 
1the Earth. And-let the mighty ones of the 
Vorld know, that though they can worft you at 
tegal, Legal, Statute-weapons, yet they may 
ket with their match at this EZxgine-praying- 
> Krerciſe ; and here you have power as Princes to 
revail with God. 
It was a true ſaying of that Conrt-Chaplain, 4c. garter js 
ho ſaid to the greateſt of men, That they his Scrmon 
re but the great Worms and we the ſmall preached bee. 
owns. And it 1s moſt true, that the little porw entre Kivg, 
; Wicob, was as mighty at Prayer, as David the G.,. 33.28. 
rat ores, the King of Iſrael. And Oh that 1G, 1. 14. 
ourt-Clerks, and Prelatical-Parafites would 
ave off flattering in Preaching and Praying , 
hat Chriſt and Ceſar might have both their 
hues 3 That Kings might Reign for Chriſt on 
th, and Reign with him in a better Kingdom 
n Heaven. 
Fourthly, Make uſe of this Engine at home in 
the Kingdom, and at home for the Kingdom ; 
for the Kingdom of England, and for the King- 
dom of Chriſt, Chriſtians, it is high time to Pray 
p the purpoſe, | 
ed Inreference to Evills and Miſeries. 
nil Andin reference to Good and Mercies. 
gf There is a Two-fold Evill that you ſhould ſet 
aufthis Engine of Prayera work about to remove out 
d-fof our Land : The evill of Sin ; and the evill of 
ke] Suffering. 
8d Is The evill of Sin,the evil of eyills, the ene- 
Aa my 


. my of enemies. And what a large Field ani 
Wilderneſs-Labyrinth am I got into here} A 
deep Abyſs, a miry Sodow, Legions of Devils, 
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boundleſs, and bottomleſs Hell 2 Here 1s terrs 
cognita » and terra incognita ; The known, and 
the unknown Land, in our own Country. They 
are more then I have time to tell, or am able 
to enumerate the Muſter-roll. of this black 
Death-guard of Enemies. It will Gilence all, to 
give a true number of falſe, innumerable, God- 
provoking, and Land-deſtroying Sins. 

And many of them, ſuch as will make an 
modeft face to bluſh, and heart to grieve, a 
eyesand heart to mingle tears as red as blood, 
ro wet the pen that writes them down, in theit 
Crimſon , Scarlet, aggravated , complicated, 
bloody colours in grain. 

Swearing and forſwearing, loving to ſwear 
too much, and learning to ſivear more ; Cur- 
fing and ſwearing miſerably, mingled with 2 
Dawms-me, Ram-me, With a dreadful Devil Con- 
found me Body and Sou! ; uſing theſe as faſt as 
Luſt can command, and the black-mouth let out 
the bloodinefs of the filthy heart, and though 
they are marched as far as Blaſphemy already, 
in many of this kind and rank, yet wait when 


the Devil their Captain will invent them. more, 


and worſe if he can, and lead them further in 
his dlack Field, Blaſpheming very high Gods 
Holy Name ; opening the wounds, letting out 
the Blood of the great Son of Gad ; Cruci- 
fying hit like Jews, worſe than Jews , every 
day, many times a day. And yet all this 


eounted little or ncthjng, by many ſad A 
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(19) | 
ofthe King, and Sons of the Church, and Ene- 


ls, Þ mies to the Croſs and theCrown of Chrit,Truce- 
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breaking,lying,loving tolye, living in lyes, living 
tolye, dying in lyes, and at laſt, dye for ever, 
for ever, tor lying for a time. 

The (wicked) works of the Fleſh which are gy} ,Þ 
manifeſt, that Curſed Catalogue, Adu/tery, For= 19, aa, 
nication, Uncleanntſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idelatry, 
Witch=craft, Hatred, V ariance , Emulation , 
wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſies, Envyings1Aurs 
ders, Drankenneſs,Reveltings and ſucilike ; May 
we not put in all theſe,and many more,in the Lil? 
of our Land, and leave toom for an almoſt ad in- 
finitum, for the reſt ? 

The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Genriles, faith, /c 
6s 4 ſhame for to ſpeak of what i; done by thems in 
ſecret , how mach more then of profeſſed Chri- 

Rians,that commit them openly. In Fobs time che Job 24, 15, 
Adulterers ſought the Twilight ; now they take 

the noon-day. Pau/'s Dotrine of Matrimmnia! 

propriety is left off, and the Vichs/aitan Doftrine 

of Community of omen is grown in faſhion with 

many. 

In Paul; time, thoſe that were drunkes; wert i Thel. 5,5. 3 
drunken in the night ; but now drunkenneſs keeps 
company with Whoredom, and with a Hartots 
impudent face and fore-head, walks the Street by 
day, Heretofore it was a Pint and « Cakt, but 
how "ris 4 Quart and 8 Quean. Heretofore 'twas 
as drunk as a Bepger,' bat now the Proverd is 
changed , to as drank as 4 Lord. The worſt 
-  ———_ is tobe found among the 

Ah Chriſtians, Soldiers of Chriſt 1 Tis Sins 
Aa 3 of 
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Into the Sword, and ſometimes into the Famine; 


(x80) 
ofthe Land hath made fad work for your Prayind- 
Engine! Theſe are the ſowers of Sedition in Court 
and Country,Theſe are the greateſt Incendiaries, I. 
theſe are the worlt Malignants, and the moſt dan- || © 
2erous Fanaticks that are mott likely to embrue || © 


the Land inBlood & Wrath. Theſe are the. greateſt I © 
Enemies tothe Court and Countrey, to the King || © 


and Kingdom. Theſe High-Treaſonable Sing || ** 
againlt the King of Heaven, are threatning to be» 
tray, and deſtroy both high and low by their trea- 
cherous evif. They have betrayed and deſtroyed ſ 
Ssdow and Gomorrah a great while ago, and Ferg- 
ſalem long ſince ; Sin hath calt out Adam out of I 0! 
Paradiſe, and deſtroyed all Mankind for a time, I k 
It caſt Angels ent of Heaven into Chains of dark= I 0 
neſs, and deſtroyed them for ever. Never think I / 
of Peace and Settlement,as long as theſe Whore« I v 
doms and With-crafts of Fez.«bel be in the Ci» I 3 
ty, and in the Countrey. : 
Theſe be Devils that have poſſeſſed our Land, 
like the man in the Goſpel; and they will caſt it 
ſometimes into the Fire, and ſometames into the 
Water ; ſometimes into the Plague, ſometimes 


And they are ſuch a kind of Devils as goes not 
out, but by faſting and prayer ; and it is well if 
thatwilldoit, Ah Chriſtians ! Arms, Arms, 
awake quickly, and to your Engine-duty; Charge 
1 well with Faſting, and play it hard, to caſt out 
theſe Devils, to kill Sin in the Land, that it 
doth not kill the King, and kill the Parliament, 
and kil the Courtiers, and kill-the Citizens, and 
the poor Countrey-men, Gentry and Clergy, ens 
and all, F.7 ; 

| [8 
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(t81) 
« Ttis ſaid of Archimedes, that when the Ene 
« my had broken in, and takeo,the. City of Syre- 
« ſa, that he Was ſo bafied about drawing ef 
« Lines, and contriving to ſtrengthen the Boxrti- 
*fcations to keepthem out, that he never tiered 
&« from his Fortification-work, untill the Rewyans 
© came to his houſe, broke open his Study Door, 
&cand killed him inthe Place, | 
Ah Chriflian-Engineers } be very bukie abont 
our Engine-contrivances; , and though you. may 
le looked upon as Incendiaries, and the troublers 
of 1/rae1, for praying for England, and may be 
killed in the place for Praying: yet it ſhall be ſaid 
of you, as was (aid of Fofiqh, That though be was 


| flain in W#ar,yet be dyed in Peace, And though men 


write down your names as' Infamous Rebels for 

Praying, yet your great Captain and King wall 

pive you that Royal Motto, Beari Pacifici, Bleſſed 
e Peace-makers, when you are dead. 


2, Make uſe of your - Praying-Engine in re- 
ference to the evil of affliftion, the Judgments 
and Miſeries of the Land , -Thoſe already in- 
flited, t9 remove them, and thoſe that are 
yet threatged ,- and depending, to raiſe up 
Bulwarks againſt them, » to ſtop and prevent 
them, See zf you can ftop.the deſtroying &$n- 
vel, that harh Marched ſo far in the Head and 
Heart of the Land, and lain ſo many, and fil- 
led ſo many pits and graves with the dead 
and made ſo many houſes of joy,to become honſes 
of mourning, Oh fariveto pray out the Plague, 
ard let the Neifom Infections Houſes and-Pla» 

| : Ces 


(184) 
ces be perfumed with the ſweet incenſe and 
ſmoak of your Praying- Engine, that the voice of 
joy and health may be heard in theirs, and contis 
nued in ours; - 

And Pray again, and pray hard, to remove 
far worſe Plague out of the Lard than the former, 
(viz.) Anlgnerant, Sottiſh, Debauched, Su- 
perſtitious Miniſtry, the Soul-deftroying Plaguer 
of the Nation theſe Black and White Angels 0 
Darkneſs, which ſweep away, and deſtroy more 
Souls in Hell, than the Angel of Light- doth 
bodiesin the Grave, Oh 1 Charge your Engine 
with Rtrong Breath-powder, and if it be pollible, 
blow more life, more light, and put in betrer Oyl 
inthe Lamps (or rather Dark-Lanthorns } or elſe 
keep blowing untill thoſe ſtinking Snuffs be 
utterly extinguifſh'd who offend with their Rink, 
and give no light, & It is Recorded in Church- 
&* Hiſtory, of one who ſaid, That heretofore, they 
& had Golden Prieſts, and Wooden-Chalices,but 
© but now they had Golden-Chalices, and 
& Wooden-Prieſts. We may ſay ſo much now, 
and more too: We have many Wooden-Prieſts, 
ant] Dirty,Filthy,Sottiſh; Superſtitious, org 
and Unclean ones likewiſe. We have th 
Prieſts that have Baby/ons Cap, and the Poyſon 
and Filthineſs of the Mother of Harlots in it too, 
We have Painted and Guilded Churches, and 
Chappels, and Chalices , but many Woodeng 
Filthy Church-men and Chaplains that uſe 
them, e 

This is the Plague of Plagues in England, 4 
this day, That the Prieſts-Houſe , be 
more InfeRious than the Peſt-Houſe ; And that 
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ie White-Devil ſhould deftroy more - Soulg 
in the Church, than the Black-Devil doth in the 
F{| Market. Oh ! as you love your Native Land, and 
your own and others Souls, ſet your Praying- 
*Y Engine a work, andpray thoſe better, or blow 
{| them out, who cannot pray for themſelves, 
- (or theirs, 

"| Set your Praying-Engine a working to top 
», | the March, and remove the miſery of Poverty, 
t which is come in, and coming on upon the Land 
ef Like 41» Armed man, and that not only upon the 
b © Coathful 'and fluggards, but upon the induftri- p, 
ie | 01S and diligent alſo. The Trade and Mann» 
e, | fQtory of the Land is ſadly decayed : Many 
1 rich men are become poor already ; many 
ſe © Maſters are become Servants, many Wiſe men 
je | become Fools for want of money and ne- 
, © c<ſlaries ro ſupply their occaſions, and negoti- 
2 Mate their buſineſs. Many honſes in which hath 
y decn found riches and plenty, now poverty and 
ot © penury. Many faithſul Miniſters turned ont 
4 of Houſe and home , out of Pariſhes, out of 
y. | Cities, out of Towns-Corporate, and Five miles 
e Yout of petty Burroughs too ; many of them, 
's | vith many Children, and more Debts , without 
: any outward Eſtate of their own, or Fifths, 
n {© 1eaths, or Unites allowed them by others. =» 
- Many poor men work for Braſs, inflead of 
id Silver ; and others would work for almoſt any 
 Y fling, but cannot get Imployment, their Clothes 
@ (1s at pawn, the Braſs is ſold to buy bread, 
e 22d the Children cry for more when that 1s 
eaten, The Husbandman knows not how to pay 
ve ps King his Royal-Aid, and his Landlord his 
rightful 


ils ! 


a (784 _ 
rightful Rent, and live meanly with his poor 


Family, The Lenders have but little woe 
, 


andthe Borrowers leſs crefit, Oh pity muc 
and Pray much for the Land, becauſe of this , 
becauſe of the miſery of Poverty which doth (of 
munch already, and is likely mere to diftreſs and 
diſtract the poor Nation, your Mother-Countrey 
that hath brought you forth, 
Set your Praying-Engiae a work to ſheath the 

Sword that is drawn ; and to tomkin the Muzzels 
of the Guns, that are fired between the Two near 
Proteſtant Nations ; That there be no more ſuch 
Battels of the Warrier at Sea, with ſuch confu- 
ſed noiſe, and garments rolling in Blood, as there 
hath been already; that the Fiſh may live no lon- 
ver upon Proteſtant Fleſh ; and the ſalt-Sez 
which 1s full enough, have ſtreams of Blood from 
Eng/and and Holland (as well as water) to fill it 
fuller, and unnaturally alter its Natural colour, 
from Sea-green, to Blood-red ; that we do not 
name E no/ands Narrow-Seas, from the colour of 
the water, as the Egyptian Sea 1S called, from 
the colour of the Sand, The Red-Seza. Have not 
the devouring Fiſh eaten Fleſh enough, and the 
unſatisfied Sea ſuck'd Blood enough 2 Are there 
not Orphans, Fatherleſs, and Widows enow in 
our Land already ? hath not Limbs and Lives 
been ſuſficiently loſt > hath there not been dayes 

A day of Bat= of Battel and ilaughter enow for men ? and dayes 

relis a day of of Haryeſt enoiy for the Devil ? 

Harveſt for the 


Devil. Hath not th2 deep Sea ſwallowed up Bodies 


enow , and the deeper Hell Sonls enoiv eref 


this time? Are not Proteſtant Nations few 
enowt 


(185) 


'Jenough, and poor enow, and weak enow alrea- 
' dy? are they not low enough,and the Common- 


Enemy, the bloody Popi/h Nations high enough, 
of playing ſneep-ſtakes with both at once 2 

Oh ! ſet your Bngine going,and keep it going, 
till theſe bloody Iflues be opt and healed; un- 
till there be an honourable, and profitable, and 
happy Peace made up between theſe Lands ; that 
they may ſtrengthen each other hereafter, as they 
have weakned each other already. Soldiers of 
Chriſt, your Captain is the Prince cf Peace, Let 
your Engine of War be uſed for Peace, 


Again, ſet your Praying- Engine a working, to 
work in the Liberty and Proſperity of the Goſpel 
of Peace into the Land. Set your Engine to open 
the mouths of the Dumb, and to raiſe from the 
Grave the many Minifters who are Legally dead. 
Though their mouths are gagg*d , and as to Of- 
fice, Place, Preaching we, Praying, Publick or 
Private, Sacraments or Cenſurers, are made by 
Law Jpſo fafto dead; yet your Prayers may 
make Null and Void thoſe Acts of Men, by an 
AQ or As of the righteous God ; and get out 
the Gags, and looſen the Tongues, and cauſe a 
ſpirit of Life from God, to enter into the ſtain 
Witneſſes that they may riſe again, and ſtand up 
and Propheſia 


Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ) uſe this Engine, and 
Pray asthe Lord Jeſus inftrued his Diſciples, 


(That the Lord of the Harveſt nou!d ſead forth 


Laborers into his Harveſt, Luk. 10, 2. 
Pray that the Goſpel may have a free pallige, 
B an 


: (1 36 | 
and ran, and be glorified every Where it th 
Land ; that Peace and Purity in Doctrine and- 
Diſcipline may meet together among all the 
Churches of Chriſt in the Land; that God 
would raiſe up a Bulwark, yea,a mighty Batter) 
againſt the Bloody Remiſh Religion ; and that his 
Spirit may lift up a Standard againſt thoſe Aſ 
rians, Whenſoever they ſhall Invade our Land 
Oh pray for the bleſſings of the Goſpel of Peace 
and Proſperity with the (Goſpel ; that the 4 
be not taken, and kept in uncircumciſed Philj 
tines hands, but we may leave it to the Genera 
tions that be to come ; that after we have ſervet 
God in our Generation, the Generations to come 
may ſtand up, and call us bleſſed, That tho 
who have but little or nothing of this worlc 
coods to bequeath to their Children, may leax 
them the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, in tht 
 ereat Truths and precious Ordinances of the Ge 
pel. Oh! Pray in purity of Worthip,and Uni 


ty among the Saints into rhe Land, 


Secondly, Make uſe of yoar Praying-Engi 
about Foreign Affairs, whether more near, 
more remote abroad in the W-xld, 

I, For the good of the Neighbour-Nations 
For all the Mercy that they do ſtand in need dt 
as well as our ſelves. There be many that 
Pray for us. Oh let the Forces of Thre: 
Kingdoms meet, and unite at the Houſe of th 
Trinity, at the Throne of Grace, in. the King 
doe of Heaven, Theie are many in theſe Na 
tions that are ( as it were) bone of our bone 
apd fleſh of our fleſh : Let us not be guilty 

| ſuc! 


' th: ſuch a Negative Cruelty, as not to afford them 
ang-'that Aſſiſtance which lies in our own Power, and 
not regard the bitterneſs of their bonds, when 
in the anguiſh of their Souls, they are beſeeching 
oflis: In Praying for them, we do in a ſpe- 
cial ſence Pray tor our ſelves ; our own lives are 
bound up in the lives of theſe Lands, theſe Chil- 
dren. | 

Secondly, Make uſe of your Praying-Zngine, 
for the welfare of the Proteſtant Churches more 
xemote, in the Foreign parts of the World. Thoſe 
eny in America, which dwell among the Heathen, 
'Vell the poor Wa'denſes, and the reft. in Enrope, 
owe that diyell among Peſecuting Bloody Papi/ts, 
noſe We: | 


a" Thirdly, Make uſe of your Praying-Zagine, 
th for to batter down the firong holds of Popery, 
20Y every where: And plant it eſpecially agaiuſt the 
ny Wall of Baby/on, and encompaſs the Walls of the 
Great City, by Faith in the noiſe of Prayer, until 

| | you have done Execntion, and hear the Eccho or 
ny your Engine, with a Baby/on, Babylon, the great 

WT City is falley, 

Fourthly, Make uſe of this Great Engine for 

FF the bringing don of the Great T»rk, and the 
of Converſion of the poor out-caſt Texs, The Jews 
were once Gods Char and People, when we 
were not, and Prayed for Us, that We might be 
Called, Cant. 8. 8, 9. We have a littie Siſter, 
and She hath no Breaſts > What ſhall we do for our 
Siſter, in the day when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken. for, 
&e ? As they have ſpoken for us, let us ſpear a 
90d Word for them. 


B b 2 Piſth'y, 


% 


OS) 


Rev.ll.l5. 


I/a. II. 9. 


\ 9. Encelifag's 
DENT, 


Fiſthly and Laſtly, Set this Engine 4 work 
for the carrying forth of ehe Goſpel of the King-fſdi 
dow into all the Kingdoms of the World ; thathm; 
the forces and fnlneſs of the Gentile Nations mayf 
come in ; And the Kingdoms of the 1porld be a-þ 
loud Proclaimed ro become the Kingdoms of the 
Lord, and of his Chriſt. And that the knowled 
of the glory of God doth cover the Earth, as tht Bhi 
waters do cover the Sea, And all the Militant Thi 
Church, and all the World be filled with the fhy 
?lory of the Glorious God, until he hath filled 
and glorified the Houſe of his Glory, 

And now fellow-Soldiers and Chriſtians, Let 
ns put on this bleſſed encouraging-Armour,and 
take up theſe Spiritual Weapons, this Migh- 
ty Engine, and all the Artillery , and haſten 
forth of the Armory into the Field again , for 
more encouragement. Do you not hear the 
Goſpel-Trumpet, how it ſounds a comfortable 
Call , Come away, Come away , Soldiers of 
Chrift, Arms, Arms , haſte and away ; and be- 
hold the S:azdard of your General that is ſet up 
in the Field already ? | 

Fifth Conſideration : Soldiers of Chriſt, you 
hive an Encouraging Standard. There 1s no 
Standard in the World like to the Srandard 
of your Captain Chriſt, The Standard 18 an 
Evfign and Efmbleme of War ; and it is to diſtin- 
euiſh betyeen Army and Army , Company and 
Company, It is the Generals Colours, whe- 
aher at Land, or Sea, and it hath commonly the 
Arms of the Kingdom and Countrey to whom it 
»elongs, viſible diſplayed m it ; to bring together 
9 enconrzge, and comfort the Soldiers who be- 

longs 


_— 

ongs unto it ; and to diſmay, diſcourage, and 
o-Idiſcomfit , and terrifie the Enemies. It is a 
nark of Dignity to the Soldiers that are under it, 
ayand for it; and for Dread and DeſtruRion. to 


= thoſe that are againſt it, What are the ftatel 

be BStandards of the World,tq this of Chriſt > (What 
dg ps the great Srandard of the Great 7arb, with 
he his Half-2foon ; or the German Emperenr, with 


us blazing Spread-Eag/e; or the King of Spain 
with his ſtrong Cafe; or the French Kings 


4 BF loner-de-luce ; Or the Kings Arms of the T hree 

inedoms, ſupported and guarded with a Zyon 
et Mampant, and Lnicorn, that hath Faced and 
id Fought ſo terribly the Datch at Sea)to this Great, 


- B3lorious, and Terrible Stexdard of Jeſus Chriſt > 
The glorious Goſpel of Chriſt which brings Life 
nd Immortality to I1ght, is the Standard, the 
Enſign, and Banner of your great Commander, 
\nd there are the Arms of the Ancient of Days; 
fthe Royal Family of the Caleſhal Kingdom. 
t bears the Names, the Attributes, the Titles, 
d the Eternal Truths of the Bleſſed Trinity. It 
2rs both the Natures, all the Offices, and all 
21 We Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, ( your Genera= 
10 Wiſimo and great Emperonr) and lively diſplayes 
rd Fiem to the World. 7/a. 62, To, 11, 12. Go 
1n Fborow, go thorow the Gates z prepare you the nay 
W- - People ; aft np, caft up the bigh-way, ga- 
er out the ſlones: Lift up a Standard for the 

e- Weople, Sc. Ifa. 49. 22, Thas ſaith the Lird 
1e Wed, Behobd 1 mill lift up mine band to the Gene 
it Files, and ſet wp wy Standard tothe Penple, and 
et Fey ſhall bring thy Sons in their Arms » i 
2. BY 
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thy Daughters ſhall bs carried apon their ſhogls A 


# 


ders. 


This Standard is a Flag of Truce, a Banner gf 
Love to all the Faithful Soldiers of Chriſt ; and 


fall of encouragement to all that will come und 

it; to them it is a Stan1ard of Grace and Peace 
Bat it is very Terrible to all that withſtand any 
Fight againſt it , to them it is a bloody Flag, 

blaci: Banner of Death and Wrath, There is nc 
Quarter for thoſe that will not ſubmit and 'Lif 
ander it. It is a Standard that will certainh 
Conquer and Cruſh all the Perſons and Pojven 
that ſhall continue to oppole 1t, k 


The Inſcription which F-/ias the Third ha 
ſtamped on his Cojn, the Lird Jeſus hath written 
on his Standard, Gens & Regnum peribit, quid 
wmihi non inſervit + That Nation and Kingdom 
ſhall Periſh, which doth not ſerve me. 

$315 the $2. The Lord Jeſus ſummons-in the Nations ant 
cond great 2s Kingdoms of the World , by the Standard 
r:1c, had for the Everlaſting Goſpel , and Wo to thoſe that 
his Mo:to, ob&yitnot, There is a memorable Scripture tt 
aac rept ng this parpoſe , Rv. 14. 6, 7, 8, 9, IO, And 

quered by Ti. / 4 another eAnge! fly in the midſt of Heaven 
miris Que: having the I Goſpe! to Preach unto th 

ct $'yt1:7. that dw2/'9n the Earth, and to every Nation,aud 
Gur Chriſts Xindred, and Tongues and People : Saying mit! 
ara wag gd F oice, Fear God, ' and give glory to him 
aniftnd in J9r tbe 21ur of bis Tadgment is come ; and Yr 
the World uns pip him chat made Heaven, and Earth, and tht 
il all che Na- Sea, and the Fountains of Waters, And ther 
m_ Con- fills 87 gnotner Anve!, / aying, Baby/m is failen 
quered, 


F 
th 
th 
'T 
I 


apr (allen, that ereat City : becauſe ſhe made all 
Nations to drink ef the Wine of the Wrath of ber 
r of Fornicatiuns, And the Third Angel followed 
| them,ſaying with a loud voice, If any man Wrſhip 
Jodh the Beaſt and his Image, and receive bis Mark in 
wy [1 Fore-head, or in his Hand, The ſame 
I ſpall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of Ged, 
» [17 
Men ( though never ſo mighty ) muſt ſubmit 
© themſelves to this Goſpel-Srandard, or be de- 
F ſtroyed for ever, They muſt embrace the Goſpel 
of Peace,or elſe feel the weight of Divine Wrath, 
"JF This is the name which your Captain General 
hath written on his Ye/tare and on his Thigh ; 
aud this 1s the Aforro he hath written on his 
Standard,Rex Regums ©& Domini Dominantinm, 
MY King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, This Stand-' 
E ard (hall not be taken down, until it hath Con- 
FJ quered all the Mighty and Malicious, the Potent 
and Prond Enemies of the Goſpel. What ſhall 
become of the Beaſt, and of the Kings ofthe Earth 
and their Armies, when gathered together, to 
J make War againft him that ſate on the White- 
Horſe, and againſt his Army z Why, they ſhall 
be routed,ruined, andq moſt miſerably deftroyed, 
Rev,l9.17, 19. And I ſawn an Angel ftanding 
in the Sun, and he cryed with a loud Voice, ſay- 
ieg to all the Fonlstbat fly in the midſt of Hea= 
ven, Come and gatber your ſelves together, unto 
the Supper of the Great God, thae you may 
eat the Fleſh of Kings, and the Fleſh of Cap= 
tains, and the Fleſh of Mighty men, and the 
F/:ſh of Horſes, and of them that fit onthew, an 
the 


nd 


\ 
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the Fleſh of all men, both free and bond;both ſmal 
and preat, [9 
The Goſpel-Standard is an Enſign that hath, 
been ſhot at, and deſigned againft by the Ene-f,j, 
mies, but it ſtands up, and 1s diſplayed in the 
World ; andit ſhall continue until it ſhall make 
all the Mighty ones of the World te ſtrike Sayle, 
and vail Bonnet unto it. | 
The Lord Jeſus will cut down with the ſharp 
Sod that goeth out of his mouth, and trample 
ander his feet all that will not come under his 
x Cor. 18. 28, Sceprer and Standard. He muff Reign until all 
29. Authority be under him, and »xtill all bis Ene- 
'_ wies be made bis Foet-ſtos!. Sentenfis nriteth, 
Cefterſis i 8 char when Grofled Biſhop of Lincoln died, there 
= _ . nas aV voice heard in the Popes Court (Ven miſery; 
"I judicium Dei) Come thou wretch to be judy 
of God; and that the Pope was found dead in 
his bed the next day, and a blew ſtroke npon bi 
body , as though he had been beaten mith 4 
Staff. 
6 Vaice like this, ſhall in a Fittle time ring 
over the World. 
The Judgment of the Man of Sin, and of the 
Whore of Baby/on, the Mother of Harlots and 
Abominations ; the Judgment of the Beaſt, and 
of the Kings of the Earth, which haye given up 
their Power unto him, is come. Jeſus Chriſt will 
beat them doivn, and make them his Foot-ſtool, 
ho riſe up againſt his Standard. The Aſſyrian 
ſoak full by the Sword, And there ſhall be ſuch 
an Enſign diſplayed in Mount Sjen, that the 
—_—_ ſhall be afraid of the Enſien, ſaith the 
Lord. 


A 
_ 
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all Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 what an Encouraging x,,, c.., « 

Standard hath yonr Captain ſet up for you, to the Polemon, = 
Wt Terrour of your Enemics? O the blefſed Epj= to make {is 
e-f;þ/r that are given unto the Goſpel for your Soldiers ficrcer 
he great encouragement! 7t is called the Goſpel! of —_ the 
kel Peace. The Goſpel of the Grace of God. The per FO 
ON Goſpe/ of Chriſt, The. Power of God unto Salva lours imo boat 
tion. The Word of life. The wiſdom of God in 4 midſt of his 
Myſtery. The anſearchable riches of Chriſt,@&c, Enemics, 
Here you have lively diſplayed to you, the face yg ; 
of Chriſt, the love of Chriſt, the heart of Chriſt, ich, > xa 
the Blood of Chriſt, the Bowels of Cbri#t, the love ood, eſtcem« 
of Chriſt reaking, /treaming, and ſparkling in bis ing it a greac 
Blood. The Goſpel of Ghril 1s th2 New-Te- $ifhonour to 
flament in his Blood ; There you may ſee your _— theie 
Magna Charta ; There you may ſee the exceed- aw 
ing great and precious promiſes, which are given to Chriſt hath 
you ; there you may fee the Precious Legacies, caſt forth his 
and unſearchable riches of Grace and Glory,which Colours into 
«NF your dying dear Redeemer left you, There yon wg nh 
may ſee the Go/den Chain of your Salvation, how —— s 
you are linked faſt to Glory, There you may $91gicrs. 
read the Father Ele&ing, the Son Redeeming, 
and the holy Spirit San&ifying and preparing you 
tor Glory. There you may ſee that your bleſſed 
Captain is A/pha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the firff and the laſt ec. There you may 
ſee him on the Croſs evidently ſet forth and Cru- 
cified for you z and now fitting as a Conquerour 
on the Throne. There you may ſee him that 
Was once Crowned with Thorns for you, to wear 
the Crown of Life and Immortality, and Laurel 
of Glory. There is not =p diſcouraging Word 
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m the Goſpel, or Black-Letter, to diſheattenſſ 
you; the Goſpel is the Book of Life already open« 
ed unto you; every line is Love and Life, Sweet- 
neſs and Peace to you, O! where can you 
match this- matchleſs Standard ? Ah Saints of 
God, and Soldiecs of Chrift 1 Chear up, and be I col 
Ccouragious wider it, {ae 

And Sinners, Enemies to Chriſt, be you allu« In) 
xed and enamoured to come in under it, or fear £| ne! 
and trembleat thethoughts of ſtanding out againſt I Bu 
it ; you mult bow or break, this is the long and fer 
ſhoit, © Itis ſaid of 4/exander, that when he £ BY 
& came to defiege or ſtorm any Garriſon, be was | W 
« iyont to hang up aliFhted Lamp to be a figndf be 
& Mercy, that if the Enemy would ſubmit whilt JI ni 
& that was burning, there-was Quarter to be gis 
cc yen : but after that was out,there was note Br 


Þ, 


« but the bloody Srandard up fora Sign , a 
& nothing remained then but death. Sinners, the I y*< 
Lord Jeſus doth ſo by you ; he doth firſt hang N'0 
forth the Golden Limp of the Goſpel of Life, to w 
ſummon you in,and. holds forth the Flag of Truce, 
the l1ght-Qde of the Goſpel of Peace unto you; 
but if you come not in, he'will turn the black and 
blood y fide of the Standard coward you,and ſhew 
your Doom and Death without Mercy, With an 
How ſhall you eſcape, if you negle# fo great Salts. P 
vation ? And with a Bring forth thoſe mine Ene=' 
mics, that wou!d not have we to Reign over themy |” 
and ſlay them before me. 1 * 
Fhe Goſpel, hike Chriſt himſelf, 5s ſer for the 

l 


fail and riſing again ef many in Iſrael; and fir 
a Sign to be ſpoken aeainff, It 18 for a Signal 
ene 


+. 

the Fall and Deſtruction of Implacable Enemies; 
aud for the rifing, the conſolation, the final 
ViRtory, and everlaſting Salvation of all the truz 
followers of the Lamb. | 

* Sixth Conſideration : For your further en- 
couragement, your Fortifications are good : they 
are all Impregaable, and Impenetrable, of moſt 


Favincible firength, Your Out-works, your In- 


ner-works, your Ramparts, your W-:1ls, your 
Bulworks, your Forts and Towers, all your De- 
fence is encouraging. Jer. 15, 20, A Fenced 
Brazen Wall, That 1s firong ; Where are any 
Walls of Braſs, but about the Church , And yet 
dehold Rronger than Braſs, /ſa, 26. 1. Salvation 
mil God appoint For Walls and Bulwarks., How 
lafe maſt thoſe be, that are Walled about with 
Braſs, and Fortified round about with Salvation > 
Braſs is ſtrong, and Salvation 1s ſtronger ; and 
yet view well your Defence, and you ſhall find it 
to be ſtronger again, Pſal. 18, 2. The Lord ts 
wy Rock, and my Fortreſs, and'my Deliverer, my 
God wy Strength in whom I mill :r oft ,my Buck/er, 
and the Horn of my Salvation,and my high T ower. 
As the Cauſe is greater , and better than the 


EfeR, ſo is the Lord more (tronger than Salvati- | 


on it ſelf, Let me ſpeak in the Dialect of the 
P/almiſt, Pſal. 48. 12, 13. Walk abont Sion, g2 
round aboat her, tell the Towers thareof, mark ye 
well ber Rulwarks; conſider ber Paldces. Sion Was 
27 ype of the Militant Church, and her Towers, 
and Walls, and Bulwarks , were T ypica!, to 
konifie 2yſtical Siov, the Church of Chrift, 


Now Soldiers of Chriſt , go round about the 
3K C c 2 Militant 
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Militant Church, and behold your Fortificationg 
view your Works, mark well your Bulwarks, anc 
you ſhall find them to be ot Invincible ſtrength 
and tell the Towers thereof that are for your « 
fence. The Towersare ſo many, that you c: 
eaſily tell them ; yet mark them well, and count 
them if you can. All the Glorious Perſons 1n the 
Trinity you may reckon for ſ0.many Towers; 
the Glorious Names, Titles and Attributes oft} 
bleſſed God-head , whether Communicable 
or Incommunicable, whether Nominal or Real, 
whether Abſolute or Relative; and there are nex 
Five handred of theſe,of the one,and of the othe 
in Scripture , and you may tell every one « 
theſe for a Tower and Defence for th 
Church, | 
Again, count up the Glorious Promiſes of the 
Blefled God, that are of uſe, and in force, and 
you may write them down tor. {o. many Tower 
Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 how firong muſt th 
Fortifications, thoſe Walls and Bulwarks be, that 
have ſo many Towers to Flank and Defend the 
round about ? | 
At one Tower 7rath Preſerves ; at anothet 
Omnip:tency Defends , at another i/dow 
Counter-Works all the Plots, and Mines, and 
Stratagems of the Enemies; at another F«ſtiz 
clears off the Enemies ; at another rat 
breaks out upon them like Fire, &-. Art one 
Tower lies oppreſſing Pharaoh, nd bis Potent 
Army dead together; at another Zacifer, Son 
of the morning, that glittering Star Senacherib 
pluckt down trom Heaven, and caft to the Earth; 
at 


| 97) 
F at another Perſecuting Herod, ſmitten, and gives 
a up the Ghoſt. 

Ah ! how Formidable and Terrible are the 
Attributes, Threatnings, and Promiſes of God 
x to his Enemies ! and how full of encouragement, 
ny and comfort are they unto his own People ! Oh 

how ſafe muſt they be, that haye ſuch frong For- 
tificatians as theſe > What a moſt Emphatical 


de Scripture is that, to ſer forth the firength of 


# Chriſts Soldiers defence ? 7/a. 33. 16. There is 
an Pmphaſic in almoſt every word ; and it an- 


uy ſwers all ObjeRions that may be made, againft 


the ſecurity and ſafety of them that fear the Lord, 
"yl 3n the worſt of times. He /ha!/ dne!! on bigh ; 
K bis place of defence ſhall be the Aſmnitien of Rocks, 
bread ſhall be given bim, his Waters ſhall be ſure. 
uy Their place of Defence is Munited and Forti- 
i fied with Rocks ; Munition of Rocks, Impreg- 
£8 nable, Impenetrable, Inaccefſable Recks, where 
the Pioneers can make no Mines to hart; and it 
f 3s ſo high, that no Scaling-Ladder can reach ta 
the top of their Defence,they ſhall dwell ſo high: 
If the Enemy could make Ladders as long as 
Facobs Ladder was, yet they could not Scale 
theſe Walls, they wuuld be found too ſhort to 
reach the top : For their place of Defence is as 
high as any thing in God. 


Objeft. But there may be a cloſe Siege round 
abont the ſtrongeſt Defence, that the beſieged 
may be ſtarved our, and forced to yield. 

Anſw. Not ſo here; for Bread ſhall be given, 
faith the Text, 


Objeft. 


Objeft. 


Sol. 


 Objef. 


'  S$0hb> 
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i Obje#. But the Enemy may turn away the Wa 
ters, or poyſon them, as many times they do; 
and the ſtrongeſt places have been taken this 
Way. 

Anſw. Not ſoneither here ; for bis waters 
ſhall be ſure , ſaith the Text : The River of 
God ſhall always flow unto them, to make glad 
the City of God. Ah Soldiers of Chriſt! what 
encouragement is here to hold out the 'Siege, 
when your Defence 15 ſo ſtrong, and your provi- 
Gon ſo fare? 

' And among all your Strength,and Towers,mark 
well, and take ſpecial notice of your main To- 
wer, and Caſtle-Royal, The Great Name of 
God. Prov, 18, 10, The Name of the Lord is 
a ſtrong Tower ; the Righteous runneth into ity 
4nd is ſafe. Th: Ommpotent Power of God 
to aid,{uccour,to preſerve,and to deliyer his poor 
People : This was that ſtrong Tower to which 
Moſes did run, and was ſafe, when purſued by 
Pharaoh and his Mighty Army. Exod. 14, This. 
was that trong Tower the Three Children took 
for their Defence, Dax.3. And let me tell you, 
That the Great Name of God is in ſome ſenſe, of 
a larger extent than the Promiſes of God « The 
Promiſes of God doe aſſure us , what God will 


dozbut when we look tothe Great Name of God; 


there it is what God can do upon an Accompt of 
his Qmnipotent Power, and Prerogative Royal. 


The Three Childrea had no particular Premiſe | 
that they ſhould not be burnt inthe Fiery Fur- 


mace ; but they looked to Gods Royal Preroga- 


tive, and Almighty Power, 2nd there they were 


ſafe, 


mw, } 2: , 3 => EE” 
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ſafe, Our Cod whom we ſerve, s able to deliver 


1 out of aþy Hand, O King. When they had 

no particular Promiſe, they fled to, and pitched 

upon an Attribnte, and they were ſafe. Oh 

what may not God do for his Great Name, 

when poor Creatures do make it theix Re- 

fuge ? 

Seventh Confideration : Though your Num- 7 

ber be the feweſt, yet your fide is the ſtrongeſt : 

the ſtrength of the 7riaity is on your fide, and 

that is Infinitely more then can be againſt you. ' 

Exod.” 14. 14. The Lord ſhall Fight for you, faid 

Moſesto the Iſraelites ; and how rong muſt | 

they be wor God Fights = ? Roms. 8.31. If God F 

be for #, who can be againſt us ? LS 
þ I have read of x = on0r, how that when 6 

© ſome told him of the Leer cumebens Arlly ;,2r;,rhar they 

« thatiwas coming againſt him, and that he was were never _ 

© under Numder to Engage the Enemy 5 How wont to en- 

i© pany ( ſaid he ) do you reckon me to be? Ifan quireof = 

Antigonor would be reckoned for many ; how = nc — IS 

many may Jeſas Chriſt bereckoned to be? yr where they 

What if the Militant Church be - few ih num- were, 

der, One of a City, and Two ofa Tribe , and 

there be never ſo many Legions of Devils, and 

Armies of wicked' men againſt them ? yet you 

may reckon Jeſus Chriſt againſt all theſe, if they 

were a Thouſand times more. 1/a, 41. 14, 

Fear nit thou Worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael ; 


; | I nill þe/ thee. If a poor deſpicable Worm, 


ſhould take a Mote,.and challenge the great Ar- 

mes of the World to Fight them, as Alexan® 

fer, Powepeys, the great Tark, &c. every one 

ould look upon it as a ridiculos thing, — 
| Wo! 
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would conclude this Worm to be no match to 
Fight them; I, butt an Omnipotent God mill 
march forth with, -ahd take the part of this 
Worm, then all the ſtrength of Earth and Hell 
will be too weak to Engage with this Worm 
Fear not thos werw Jacob, 1 will belp thee, 
Though thou art as weak as a Worn, yet I have 
the ſtrength of a God, and who can ſtand againſt}, 
a God, and a Worm, when their rength is 
| United? And then it is added in the next vetle, 
Gad is Maxi- Behold 1 will make thee a new threſhing Inſtrument 
mus in _ having teeth ; thon ſhalt threſh the Monntaing, 
, m_— of 1 and beat them ſmall, and ſhalt make the Hills at 
oe ures, Cheff, God will help this Worm Facob, and 
Creatures, + {hall he threſh down all the Mountains that 
Rand before him ! | | 
Ah Soldiers af Chriſt ! though you be few 
., and weak, your Captain-General is of Invinct 
ble firength ; afid greater & be that ts in 50%, 
than be that is in-tbe Worldy 1+ J0-4+ 4: Although 
+ you may be few and weak in your ſelves; JUN. 
- you mayle ſtrong in the Lord, and inthe pourt 
of bis Might, Epb. 6. 10. You have the Poe 
& of Gods Might on your fide; and if wt 
© Fall (faith Lutber) Chriſt Falls, And you hare, 
= n05 ru the firength of the bleſſed Angels on you, 
it Chri[tts5, ; 

Luth, Gde, that potent Hot : If your General ſee 
that you want help, he will raiſe the Farces 
Heayen to Aid 2nd Aft you ; and then, hol 
Strong, will you be ? P/l, 1 8.17.7 he Chariots 0 
Gid are Twenty Thouſand, even T boaſands of 

Angels, tne Lord is among them as 3n Cindi,in 
Holy Place, The Lord Jeſus he conimands the 


Hoſt of the Mighty Angels, and if need bes - 
W 


F 
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will command them down for your help. Down 
ye Principalities and Powers, - Mights and Do- 
minions, for the Relief of my Militant Church, 
I charge you to aſsiſt them, and to Miniſter un- 
to them, and ſerve them ; ye Miniftring Spirits, 
| command and require you to the ſervice of the 
Church. Ah Chriſtians ! you may eafily ſee 
your Side to be the ſtrongeſt, for your great en- 
couragement. | 

Ei2hth Conſideration : Though your ſervice 8®, 
be hard and ſharp, yet it will be but ſhort. You 
may endure a great Fight of AMiQtion, but it 
will be but a ſhort Fight : your Fight ſhall hold 
bat a few days. Rev. 2, 10. Beho/d the Devi! The Caprain 
ball caſt ſome of yon into Priſon , and you ſhal] our Sal 
have 7 ribulation Ten days. The Ten days will Tonk. —_ 
bon be over z and if days may ſeem to thee too gh ie 
long, it is ſhortned to an hour, Rev, 3. 10, Their AMiRion, yer 
zenflict is called rhe hour of Temptation : you he did bur 
have but an hour to ſuffer, and the Glaſs will drink of the 
mickly run out ; and the Devil and wicked men Bok that is 


ave but their Hour to Afi and Perſecute, —_ —_ 


k.22.53. But this is your Hour, and the Pow- for yerpewiry; 
of Darkneſs, ſaid Jeſus Chriſt to his Perſe- Pſal.11e 7. 
nting Enemies ; and if the Hour may ſeem to be 
bo long, it is ſhortned toa Moment, and that is 
be ſhorteſt of all time ; a Moment is ſo ſhort, 
dat it can ſcarce be meaſured by Art, 2 Cor. 4. 
17, Oar Ae afens which are but for a mo- 
nt,&c. A Moment 18 gone in the twinkling of 
eye, it is paſſed anay as ſudden as a thought, 
ays one of the Martyrs, 7t is but to ſhut your eyes, 
 befre you open thew againy you will bein 
Heaven. 
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When Athi= Heaven. 1 have but a ſtile 6r two, ſaid Doftor 
zaſius was to Taylor the Martyr, and / ſhall be at my Fathers 
be Baniſhed, þeyſe. Luther hath three Diminutives to ſet forth 
 rigring the ſhortneſs of the Chriſtians AMiRtions, 1hey 
bewailed his 47 (faith he) bat for a Little, little, little while : 
condition, [Its but a ſhort blaſt, and it will ſoon be over 
Wubeculs ct, Soldiers of Chriſt, chear up, and hold out; it 
ci'0 tranſivir, 1$'but a little while before your Combat and Con- 
vp . __ flict will be over, and your hard Service will re- 
TY quick © ceivea Period, and End, nA Qaierus eſt : Sor- 
be 2onv row and Sighing ſhall flee away, and then everlaft- 
il%. 35» 10: ing joy /ball be upon your heads. The Devil comes 
Rey, 13,12, down with great Wrath - he rageth much, becauſe 
he knowes his time is but ſhort ;, and what encon- 
ragement ſhould it be to you, to dear afflictions, 
and endure hardneis, to keep up your Combat, 
whea you kno'v that the time 1s but ſhort ? ICor, 
7-29. But this I ſay, Brethren, the time is ſhort, 
&c, The time 1s ſo ſhort, that they that weep, 
ſhould be as though they wept not : The ſhort- 
neſs of the time ſhould make affi:Qtions rather to 
ſeem to be, than to be real and indeed. 


9, Ninth Conkideratioa : Thongh your Enemies 

e never ſo Formidable and Terrible, yet they are 

all conquered : Look upon them aſtnder, or to- 
getner, and they are all conquered. 


Amex) 01404 1, The Devils, thoſe Potent, cruel, malicious 
_— Enemies, they are Conquered and ſpoyled *, 
; Col. 2. 15, And kaving ſpoyled Principalities 


rheir Armour, 


2s Captives and Porers, he made a hem of it open), triumpb- 
are dealt with ing cver them in it, It 18an allufion (lay ſome)to 
in War, th2 cuſtome cf the Rowans , who When the) 


had 


© of ©” »% — 


had Conquered their Enemies, and Diſarmed 
rhem,they were wont (in a Triumphant manner 
to Brandith their Swords, and Diſplay their Co- 
lours, and carry their Arms 1n open view, as 
Trophies and Emblems of ViRtory, to thew to 
the beholders how they were the Conquercurs. 
And ſo the Lord Jeſus having odtained the Victo- 
ry, and gotten the Conqueſt, he rode as it were 
in Triumph, and made a ſhew of it openly to the 
World what he had done. Here are the Arms 
and Weapons of the Prince of Darkneſs, of the 
Pripcipalities 2nd Powers : I have ſpoyleſl them 
all, I have difarmed them all, and made a ſhrw 
of it openly, Trinmpbing over them in it ; behold 
I have out-witted the O/d Serpent, I have over- 
come the Dragon, Now is the Judgment of this 
World, non (hall the Prince of this World te caſt 
out, Joh. 12. 31, 

2. For Aﬀfiitions and Perſecutions, the Apo- 


| fllechallengeth the Field of them all, and bids 


Defiance to them, and inſults over them in 4 
Triumphant manner, as being already overcome 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Row. 8.35,36,37,0c. Who ſhall 
ſeparate us from the love of C briſt ? ſhall Tribu- 

lation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecutiun, or Famine, or 
Nakedneſs,or Peril, or Sword ? Asit is written, 
for thy [ake are we hilled all the day long, we are 
acccunted as Sheey for the ſlaughter. Come one, 
and all AMi&tions and Perſecutions, with al! your 
blackneſs, and darkneſs, and threats, and terrors, 

what, will yon have the Victoty ? Nay (notwith= 
ſtanding all that you nave done, or can do) we are 
the Congueronrs; yea,nnd more than Conquerours, 


throuch bim that loverh us : Our Captain hath 
Dd 2 fought 


2, 


©: pro nobis 
moitem ſemel 
vicit ſemper 
Vigcit in nobic, 
Cyp. Ep. 9. 
ble that once 
OVercomes 
Death for us, 
alwayes over- 
comes Death 
in us, 


fought yon, and Conquered you all ; and now 
we more than Conquerours of you ; we haye {@ 
Conquered, that we cannot be conquered again, 


3. For Death, thit grim and gaſtly Enemy, 
that mighty Leveller, that King of Terrors which 
ſpareth none, the cruel Grave is Conquered like- 
wiſe, The Apoſtle doth as it were deride and 
jeer at Death, and inſalts over it, as being a Diſ- 
armed and Conquered Enemy. 1 Cor. 15. 54, 
55, &C. Death is. ſmalloned np in Vittory. O 
Death, where is thy ſting ! O Grave, where is thy 
Vittory! The ſting of Death is Sinz and the 
ſtrenpth of Sin is the Law. But thanks be to God, 
which iveth us the Viftory, through onr Lord Je+ 
ſus chip. O Death! thou wert once a Cruel, 
Formidable,Stinging, Killing Enemy ; thou wert 
once terribly Armed; but Jeſus Chriſt hath been 
in the Grave, He hath entred thy Quarters, andq 
ſtrong-Holds, He hath pluck't out thy Sting,and 


took off thy Arms, and ſpoyled thy Power, He flgy 


hath ſwallowed thee up in Victory ; and now, Q 
Death , what canſt thou do, for want of thy 
Sting >? Andnow, O Grave, thou ſhalt be but 
a reſting-place to ſleep in, for them that dye in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and a Darx-Paſſage to the Hea- 
venly Palace, 


4- Forall the World together,it is Conquered 

to your hands, | 
When Jeſus Chrift was to take his leave of 
the \World, andof his Diſciples, He chears up, 
and encourageth his Soldiers , like a valiant 
Conquerour, Fob. 16.33. 1nthe World you op 
Ave 


. 


! 


Muve Tribulation; but be of good chrar; 1 have Melaufor 
wercome the world, Chear up brave Soldiers , 2s *hus _—_— 
in the midRt of all Tribulations, Rage, and Furies _—_— or” 
of the World : Let the Wicked Storm and Rage ,,. = 
» Ynever ſo much, keep up your Conflict and follow Conquered 
| couragiouſlly, for / bave overcome the world. World, that 
. | Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 What an Encourage- have Chriſt 
| Ument is this, to endare hardneſs, that your cruel _ as 
- REnemies are all Conquered? Your Captain- 
General hath broken through them all, and won 
the day ; He is got over the Devils, and oves 
ll the Tribulations of the World,and got through w_ 
he Grave, and ſtands en the other fide, and bids 
you take courage, and chear ap, for the World is 
Ro—_ - and now you are inthe Purſuit of 
your Enemies, they are all Routed and Spoiled, 
and therefore bear it up gallantly, for the day is 
$, | 
Tenth Conſideration : Your hardeſt Service | 
& hor hurt yon. It was an png and true # _ 
aying of one, We may be billed (ſaith he ) but we Sofrates an 
= be burs. No Commander _ in the — 
orld can affure his Souldiers of that ſafety that xn ie, cara , 
eſus Chit deth his. Zak. 21. The Lord cuey that kill 
ſeſus tells his Soldiers of the hardneſs of their me; canner 
Service : How en ſhonld lay their hands upon —_—_ a 
bem, aud Perſecute ther, and deliver them #p c x _ _ 7 
o the Synagogues, and into Priſons, and that _—- 
bey ſhould be brought before Kings and Rulers for 
is Names ſake ; how they ſhould be betrayed by 
rents, and Brethren, and Kinsfolk and Friends, 
nd ſome of thews-put ro death, and how they ſhould 
thated of all men for bu Names ſake; This 

is 
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is hard ſervice, you will ſay and yet notwithſand- 
ing all this, he afſures them, 7 hat net an hair « 

their Head ſhall Periſh, ver. 18. Jeſus Chit 
aſlures his Seldiers, as Paa/ did thole that were 
with him in the Ship, 4#. 27. 34- notwith- 
ſanding the danger of the Tempeſt, yet an bairf 
Luther be= ſhould not fall from any of their heads : The Storm 
Japeer 74 he 20d Shipwrack ſhould do them no hurt, So Chr 
hould be fate aflures his Soldiers, how that all the dangers, ant 
aut in c@lo aut hazards, and ſufferings of his followers fhall 
ſub cas, harm them one hair of their heads : He will fe 
cure their loweſt and meaneſt concernments; the 
hair of the head 1s of leaſt moment, it is bnt a 
Excrementitious 'part of the body, and can be 
ſpared with leaſt detriment ; but yet not an bai 
of your beads ſhall Periſh , He will provide ſome 
Plank, or Board, or ſomething or other, to waſ 
you over, and bring you ſafe to the ſhore of bleſ 
jedneſs, notwithſtanding all the guſt and blaſt « 
Providences, and all the Perſecutions, anc 
AffiCtions of this preſent World ; Though yo 
may be killed all the day long, yet you ſhall no 
be burt, 


Eleventh Confideration : Your hardeſt { 
vice is New-Covenant Priviledge, And whi 
an encouragement is it to endure hardneſs 


Phil, 1. 28, 29, And in nothing terrified | th 
Adverſari hich i toth dent il ** 
your Adverſaries, which i totbem an evident 1 


ken of Perdition ; but. to you of Salvation, 4 
that of God : For to you it ts given in the beha 
of Chriſt, not only to believe on bim, but alſo | 
ſuffer. for bis ſake. It18 a token of Salvation 
you, and it is given as Faith is given, throus 

if 
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he ſame hand of Divine love, and through the 
4 Bieſſed Covenant of free and everlaſting Grace. 
Cor. 3,23. Whether Paul,or Apollo, or Cephas, 
bir tbe wor 1d, cr Lifes or Death * , or things pre- 
a/ent'y or things ro comes All is yours. All 18 yours; 
mit is yours Emphatically, it's yours by way of Pc1- 
affil:ds ; the Miniſters, and the Afﬀi&tions and 
1FPerſecutions that do attend the Goſpel, is yours; 
MM: the things that are Preſent, are yours, yea 
Death is yours, and all is yours; what ever it be 
Fitis for the Priviledg and Advantage of them 
that be in Chriſt : 41/ :hings are for the Priviledg 
of Believers ; as'that they work together for goods 
Rom. 8, 28. The Lord carries on the happineſs 
J of believers,all the croſs winds of Providence the 
Lord makes uſe of, to carry them to the Haven of 
reſt and happineſs ; every billow ot Perſecytion 
and Aflition, to mount them nearer to Heaven ? 
& The Perſecutors are but as it were Gods Scitt- 
lions , to ſcour the Saints, and -to make them 
I the brighter for Glory ; neither Meu nor De- 
vils can ſo Afﬀflit, but the Lord will make it 
JT for the priviledg and advantage of his People. 
Toſephs Gradation in his AMiRtions, the Pir, and 
f the Priſon, and the like, they were but as ſo 
many fteps to his Preferment : What his bre- 
| thren intended for evil, thatthe Lord intended 
JF for good : And ſo what Men and Devils deſign 
and intend for evil to the people .of God, that 
the Lord doth carry on their good by, and makes 
J it their Priviledg. 
Twelfth Conſideration : Soldiers'of Chriſt, 
for your further encouragement, your hard Ser- 


i vice is honourable Service, It 1s for your pre- 
ſent 


* Death is an 
our-let to all 
eyil,and an ih» 
ler to all haps 


pineſs. 


News ante fu 
nera {elix,$o- 


los. 


Il'2, 


(208) 
ſent and Immortal honour to endure hardneſs in 
Chriſts Service, the Marks and Scars that 
receive in Chrifts Service are honourable : Pay] 
did glory in his ſufferings, as having a great deal 

Gal. $.14,17. of honour in them; But God forbid that 1 ſhoald 
glory, ſave inthe Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
And henceforth let no wan trouble me, for I bear 
in my body the Marks of the Lord Jeſus. 

Tenatius. There is more honour in the Croſs of Chriſt, UNc 
When Marcel- than in the Crowng of the World ; the more of zac 
lus was asked the Croſs, the more of Honour. It is more Ho- 
hew he durſt nourable to be a Aſartyr, than a fonarch. The 
pe Marks of the Lord Jeſus are Honourable Marks , 
afoered 1 \n they are not Brands of Infamy, as the Marks of fn 
2 Roman born, MalefaQtors are, which they are Stigmatized and {a 
and a Soldier, Branded withal , but as the Scars and Cuts which NC! 
and by him. Soldiers have received in ſome honourable Battel: Is 
So The Marks which Chriſts Soldiers bear, are the yo 
ks Marks of the Lord Jeſus, which they have recei- 
Chriſts Soldi- ved in the Warfare of the Lab. The Chaia of 
ers ſhall gain Chriſt is a Glorious Chain. Alice Drivers,a Mar |: 
everlaſting re- ,,,. (2id concerning her Iron Chain, Newer did i 
"nag = " Handherchief ſo become my Neck, as this Chain. fc 
Chriſt. The Chain of Perſecution 1s more Honourable, |, 

pn - than the Chains of Gold, 2 Tim. 16. Onefipbo- |; 
— 's Hir- ,c bath often refreſhed my Bomels, and was nit 

iaw the ' 
Halters to be 4/p4amed of my Chain. I have read of one of 


put abour the the Jfartyrs, that was wont to call his Chain, 
Necks of his | 

ewo fcllew-ſufferers, and ſeeing himſelf to be ſpared becauſe of his degree, 
called to the Lieutenant tor one ef theſe precious Chains abour his 
Neck, in honour cf his Lora; Why I pray you ({aith he) do you den 
me the badg of ſo excellent an Order ? Is not my Cauſc the ſame wit 
theirs ? Mirrour of Martyrs, pag.315, 


Chriſts 


\% 


Chriſts Chain of Pearl, Oh the Honour that there 
s1n enduring hardneſs mn the ſervice of Chriſt ! 
1 lt is an Honour that God never put upon the 
bleſſed Angels ; they have the Honour of being 
Miniſtring-Spirits to ſerve God in a way of ative 
Obedience ; but were never ſuffering-Saints, to 
ſerve him in a way of paſſive Obedience. Romanus 
1Noble man by Birth, gloried more in his Perſe- 
cutions and Martyrdom, than jn his Birth, and 
Nobleneſs of his Blood : Though he was whipt 
2nd cut, and torn, yet ſaid he to the Perſecutors, 
Spare me not for my Nobility ; for not the Blood of 
wy Progenitors, but Chriſtian Profeſſion, makes 
we Novle, The Crown of Martyrdom, 1s the 
not 2lorious Crown in the World : And there- 
fore be hence Encouraged, to endure hardneſs in 
Chriſts Service, for it is for your Honour: Your 
ſervice doth Crown you, whilſt you are yet in 
your Combat. 


X | Thirteenth Confideration : Your Service may 
- Fe hard, yet your Pay ſhall be good, You ſhall 
d Fave good Pay in hand , and better hereafter ; 
F. Flere 1s 4» Hundred-fold in this Life, with Perſ:- 
» fc1ci5n, for all your ſufferings ; and eternal Life 
- Bi:the World to come, Mar. 10, 29, 30, 
t | Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! what encouraging 
f BPiy is here? An Hundred-fold in hand, for all 
, Ficur ſervice, be it never ſo bard, and yet ſo 
mich in Arrears to be Paid off hereafter, when 
» fithe general Maſter and Pay-day ſhall come ! 
© {What encouragement was this to Pay/, that 
4 00G Soldier of Chriſt , who: hid endured fo 
Nach hardneſs in Cirifts Service ? That Pay- 
"© day 
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day was coming, when all his Service ſhould be 
well paid off. 2 7 im. 4. 7,8. 1 have fought the 
gord Fight, I have finiſhed wy Courſe, 1 have 
kept the Faith; Henceforth there is laid wp for me 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God the Righ- 
reous Fudge will give me at that day. Now Fight 
your good Fight, and endure hardneſs; every piece 


of your hard Service ſhall be enumerated at the 


oreat Day, and paid off to the utmoſt ; Jeſus 
Chriſt will pay off all his Soldiers with Crown- 
Pay, not with Crowns of Gold, but Crowns of 
Glery, 1 Pet.5.4. SO Rev.2.10. Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a Cronn of Life. 
A Crown, to ſhew the Splendor, Glory and Ri- 
ches of it ; and.a Crown of Life,to ſheiv the per- 
manency and dfration of it : Itis a Crown of glory 
that faderh not away, Jeſus Chriſt will pay off 
all his Soldiers with the ſame Pay that hz hathre- 
ceived himſelf, for all the hardneſs. that he en- 
dured, Job.19.22. And the glory that thou ba# 


given meghave I given them. Ah! where 1sany 


C-mmander, that will pay off his Soldiers like 
Jeſus Chriti } You ſhall have the ſame Crown, 
the ſame Kingdome, the ſame Glory, the ſame 
Throne that ke hath himſelf, Rev. 3,21. To him 
that overcometh, will I grant to fit with me inm) 
T brone, even a4 I alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his Throxe. 


Ah Soldiers of Chriſt! will not this Pay 
oi the Kingdome , encourage you to endure 
any hardneſs for Chriſt > What ſhould you do 
or {ufter for ſuch Pay 25 this? Its but a little 
white befoie your hardneſs will te over, and 
yout 


ek done thou good and faithful Servant, enter 
of the joys and riches ofglory for ever,as a reward 


the _ ſufferings, the greater the future re- 
nards. 

Fourteenth Conſideration - Though your Ser- 
nice be never ſo hard in it ſelfe, your Captain can 
make it ealie : Mat, 11, 28, 29. My yoke is 
; of aſie, and my burden us light. It 1s Chriſts yoke 

and his burden,and he w1ll help draw an the yoke, 
it and help bear the burthen,and then it wall be eafie 
Ri. $4nd Light: Tfa Child ſhould be put to bear a yoke, 
or a burden of any conſiderable weight, it would 
wy beinſufferable, and too hard for him ; bat now if 
of ff ſtrong Giant will help this Child, and make the 
yoke and the burden to be his own, how eafie will 
tbe? 7 cando all things(faith the Apoftle Paa/) 
through Chriſt which ftreugthneth me, Phil, 4. 13; 
ay He could do or ſuffer any thing through the 
ke © firength of Chriſt, 


Ah Soldiers of Chriſt | the rengthnings , 
the ſupportings , the quicknings, the comfort- 
”" n9s, the heart-chezrings, the Soul-revivings 

of Jeſus Chriſt, can make your hardeſt Service 


rather ſeen to be grievous, than to be grievous 
y indeed. Otner Commanders can put their 
| Soldiers upon hard Service, but they cannot 
make it eaſie, as Jeſus Chriſt can do : He can 
ſo Principle, and Influence, and Enamour the 


20 Souls of his Soldjers with love , that their hard- 
E e 2 eſt 


very ſveet and eafie : It can make Affiictions, Heb, 


four Captain will bug and embrace you with his 44. we: 13. 
Majora cCer= 


thou into the joys of thy Loyd ; take the Poſſeſſion tamina majora 


Jequuntur 


| "AY premia. Terruls 
for all your Service and hardſhips : The greater *'; pune 
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eſt Service will be very {iveet ; he can unflingg 2 
Affiiction, aid ſo (veecen our diltrefles, that 7 
Priſon may become a Paradiſe, and a day of great 
Affliction and Perſecution, to be a day of grea £ 
Rejoycing. Met. 5. 11,12, He can Com / 


municate that Grace, which will make you te 
glory in | ribalation : He hath ſo ſiveetned the ſe 
ſufferings of his followers , that Bainbaw the 
Martyr could liken his fiery Tortures unto a Bed 
of Down, and a Bed of Roſes. When Martin 
charged the Jaylor concerniog the hard uſage 0 

one Eliz.alerh Young, 10 Priſon, that ſhe ſhould 
have one day Bread, and another Water : (ſaith 
ſhe) If you take away my meat, 1 truſt, God nil 
take away wy hunger. Ah Chriſtians 1 the Lord 
bath many wayes to facilitate and ſweeten the 
hardeſt ſervice, and ſore(t ſufferings. 

Fifteenth Conſideration : Thoſe that have 
endured moſt hardneſs in Chriſts Service, have 
commer-ded it at laſt. St. Pax/calls his Figh 
a good Fight ; he commended it for a g 
Fight,»hen he bad finiſhed bis Courſe, 2 Tim.4.7 
NotwithRanding alt his Stripes and Nakedneſs, 
his impriſonments , Poverty, and Perſecution, 
when ready to be offred up and beheaded, he 
commends it for a good Fight of Faith. When 
Polycarpus had ſerved long under Chriſts Ban» 
ner,and wascome to Maryrdow,laith he, [ have 
been a ſervant of Chriſt theſe Eighty ſrx years,and 
I have almays foand him a good Maſter, The true 
tollowe:s of Chriſt, have always commended his 
Service. A ſharp Fight, a bloody Fight, and yeta 
£00d Fight ; hard Service,and yet good Service, 
and 
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and a good Maſter. It was a notable ſaying of 
Jobn Mallet, a Soldier of the Emperor of Ger- 
many, We have often hazarded our Lives for the 
fl Emperor Charles the Fifth, and ſhall me now 
Jl /ſprinkto die for the King of Kings ! Let us fol- 
low our Captain. The Saints have choſen this 
ſervice, and commended it for the beſt, 

Sixteenth Conſideration. That notwithftan- 
ding all the hardſhips you endure, and all the 
hazards, dangers and deaths that you live among, 
yet you are 1mmortal until your time'is come, 
and your work is finiſhed, There wasno taking 
off the life of Chriſt Jeſus the Captain of your 
Salvation, until his time was come. Oh the many 
a} dangers that Pau/ vas in! and yet he finiſhed 
he ff his Courſe, hnd finiſhed his Miniſtry, and did 
his Work, Hiſtory tells us of Saint John, that he 
was caſt into a Tun of ſcalding Oyle by Domitian 
the Emperor, and was by way of Miracle deli- 
vered, and afterward baniſhed inta the -Ifle of 
s Patmos ; and notwithſtanding all his dangers, he 

lived#ill very old age, and died atlaſt a natural 
1. Þ death. Sowe read Kev. 11. 7. That the witneſ- 
es conld not be ſlain until they had finiſhed their 
" Teftimony ; they firſt finiſhed their teſtimony and 
"I witneſs. 

We read of one that was ſpecially aimed at 
in that bloody Maflacre in France, who crept 
v7 Finto ſome little hole to preſerve himfelf; and 
vas no ſooner 3n, but in a very ſhort ſpace a 
CY Spider had made a Web before the hole, where 
the bloody purſters coming to ſearch, ſeeing 
the Web, they concluded he could-not be there 
and by that means he eſcaped their hands, 
Chiiſtt- 
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Chriſtians , what encouragement is this? the 
Lord hath unknown-ways to prote&t and preſerve 
in the midR of all your dangers, untill your time 
15 come, and your work 1s done. 

Seventeenth Conſideration. It 1s your way to 
conquer, to endure hardneſs. The Captain ot 
our Salvation he conquered by enduring , and ſo 
it is the way he hath left for all his Soldiers and 
Followers, to ger the victory and overcome, by 
keeping up the combat, and enduring hardneſs : 

eſus Chriſt overcame by the blood of the Croſs , 
and Chriſtians have no way to overcome Without 
bearing his Croſs. It 1s ſaid Rev. 12, 11. And 
they overcame by the bleed of the Lamb, and by 
the ward of their Teftimony, and they loved not 
their lives unto the death. The Lamb overcame 
by his own blood, and the Saints overcome by 
the blood of the Lamb,in ſuffering for him, they 
overcome in holding faft their Tefimony,and rot 
loving their lives unto the death? The Apoſtle 
enumerating a great deal of hardneſs and ufter- 
ings, Rows. 8. 37. Nay , (faith he) in all theſe 


things we are mare then Conquerors. 


Ah Soldiers of Chriſt! this 1s. your way to 
conquer, and to be more then Conqlerors, to 
endure hardneſs. How notably doth Cyprian 
ſet forth the ViRoriouſneſs of the Saints in 
ſuffering the hardeſt things that could be 
inflited on them, ** The tormented ſtood 
& flronger than the tormentors ; the beaten 
<« and butchered members evercame the hands 
& that did beat and butcher them ; cruel tripes 


be oft repeated, long continued , could not 
& over- 


| (215) 
& gvercome their impregaable Faith, no not 
« though their bowels were digged out, and 
&« not ſo much the members, as the wounds of 
&© the Servants of the Lord were tormented ; 
« their blood guſhed out, which even quenched 
&« the barning of perſecution, yea, extinguiſhed 
«© the flames and fire of Hell, with a glorious 
* ſtream. 

Ah Soldiers of Chriſt } in the midſt of your 
hardeſt and hotteſt ſervice, be hence encoura- 
eed, and triumphantly cry up Victory, victory; 
Conqueſt, conqueſt , now I am in the ready 
way to overcome, Firſt, the barte!, the viftory 
mhen I am dead, faith Fabrianus. 

Eightee th Corfideration : Your Wounds 
and Scarrs ſhall be all healed ; your broken 
Bones, your diſlocated Joynts and Members 
ſhall be all well ſet, and made ſound. Joby 
Baptiſt's Head ſhall be ſet on his Shoulders 
again ; the Tongnes which the Perſecutors cut 
off, ſhall be put in the Mouths of the Saints 
again, to fing Ha//e/vjah and Praiſe for ever , 
the Bolies of the Saints which have been rack'r 
and wreckt, rent and torn, lacerated and 
cruciated , inhumanly butchered and quarter- 
ed , ſhall be all ſet together in their proper 
places, and perfe&tly cured : the Bodies of the 
Saints that have been burnt to Aſhes, and de- 
voured by Beaſts of Prey, and ſuffered never 
ſo many Mutations and Tranſtmatations, ſhall 
at laſt be raiſed in the greateſt PerfeCtion, 1n 
Splendor and Glory. Phil. 3. 21. #ho ſhall 
change our vile bodies, that it may be faſhioned 
like unto his glorious body, The dody . = 

or 
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Lord Jeſus, the Captain of our Salvation, was (6 
once Wonnded aud Pierced with the Spear of $s 
the Enemy, and his Hands and Feet nailed to 
the Croſs; but now theſe Wounds are healed, [ 
and his Body moſt perfect in Glory ; and ſo ſhall 
the Bodies of the Saints be faſhioned, and made 
like unto his glorious body : It is the Will of the ÞÞr 
Father, that it ſhould be ſo, Foh. 6. 39. And this] 
is the Fathers will that ſent me, that of all which Þ 
he hath given me, 1 ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould 
raiſe it up again at the laſt day, Jeſus Chriſt 
will loſe nothing of his Soldiers, not the leſt Þ 
member of their bodies; no not ſa much as an 
bair of their heads, but will raiſe it upall in per- 
tection ard glory at laſt. 

The enemies that wound and kill the Szints, 
are a means to haſten them to a perte&t cure of 
all their imperfections : And hereupon Hagh 
Laverock, an old lame man, comforted himſelt, 
and John ap Rice his fellow Martyr, a blind 
man, when they were at the ſtake, Be of good f 
comfort my rother, for my Lord of London is 
oy good. Phyſicianzhe will heal ns both ſhortly ther} 
ef thy Blindneſs, and me of my Lameneſ/s. | 

Nineteenth Conſideration. That 1t is better 
to endure hardneſs in Chriſts ſervice, than to 
endure hardneſs for fin, Better to ſuffer as a 
Martyr for well-doing, than as a MalefaQor 
for evil-doing, I Pet. 4. 15, 16. But /et nou. 
of you ſuffer as a murderer , wr as a thief oC 
or as an evil doer, or as 4 buſie-bodie in otberPit 
mens matters. Tet if ay man ſuffer as a Chri-f® 
ſtian, let bims not be aſhamed, but let hins glorifieÞ 01 
Gd on this bebalf. There is cauſe of ſhame, andſiou! 

cauk 


auſe of ſorrow in ſuffering for fin , but there 
* ſis cauſe of comtort and rejoycing in ſuffering 
» for Chriſt, The torments that Cranmer, Bain- 
um > and others had in their Conſcieaces for 
canting, was far worſe than the tormeat of the 


e fre at the Stake, which afterward they did com- 
2 ſſortably endure. . 

; | Suffering for fin,how doth that fink the Spirits, 
þ Kod appale the Countenance, and puts the Con- 


4 Fcience, that tender part, upon the Wrack, and 
urns 1t info a very Hell of Torments | How 
readfully and deſperately did Francis Spira 
vent , that ever he ſhould wave ſuffering for 
briſts Truth and Cauſe , to ſuffer ſo much as 
te did for his Apoſtafie ! he was, as it were, in 

ell upon Earth , with the Torment of Conſci- 
pf ence ; and if there were any worſe Hell beaind, 
Ihe ſaid ) he longed for nothing more , than to 
f, (now the worſt and height of his Miſery. 

They that read the Lamentable Story of this 
oor deſpairing Creature , will eafily conclude, 
hat it 1s better to endure hardneſs for Cari, 
tan for Sin, And when men do. wave the 
ervice of Chriſt, for the hardneſs of it , he will 
lake them to endur* hardneſs for their Sin, 
nether they will or no. One Denton in 
Keen MMaries dayes, anſwered a Chriſtian 
tend of his acquaintance , That thoſe were 
ve Truths of God which he had formetly de-- 
e ered unto him , but (ſaid he ) / canner burn - 
;2rÞat in ſome few dayes after , his Hoaſe beiog on 
ri-(e , he was burned in it, And is it notbetter 
fieÞourn at a Stake for Chriſt , than to burn in our 
ndfoaſes for our Sin 2 There is cauſe of Shame 
ak Ft and 


ne 
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and Sortow , and Repentance, in ſuffering { ; 
Sin ; but there 1s caule of boldneſs, of gloryſCh: 
ing, and rejoycing in ſaffering for Chriſt, uf 

Twentieth Confideration : That perſecuteſſſt 
Godlineſs, is better rhan Proſperous Wicked 
neſs; and the work gf Sufferings , is better thalff* ( 
the beſt of Sin, HP. 11. 24,25, 26. MF 
preferred rhe Reproacbes of Chriſt , and Sn ſ 
1029s for Chriſt, before all the Pleaſures, Richeg* t 
Pomp and Splendor of Pharaohs Court ; ne acf* t 
counted , that there were better Pleaſures, betÞ* r 
ter Riches and Honours in ſuffering for Chriff® & 
With the people of God , than Pharaobs Connf® 
could 2fford ; and ſurely accounted rightly, anf{® | 
thereupon made that blefſed choice. «] 

The more we ſuffer for Chriſt, the more ma} « 
we expect of the Preſence of Chriſt , of thſþs 
Corfolations of Chriſt, of Communion witPa; 
Chriſt; and one dayes Communion with Teſahe- 
Chri/f ( faith Galiacins) is better than all thiff«i 
W:rld. 

Chr:ſt keeps the beſt Cordials for the moſſſha: 
fainting-times; and he turns the Water of th{be: 
moit bitter Aſfiictions , into the Wine of Hea 
venly Conſolation, Fam. 1.2. Ay Brethrenfgi 
count it all joy » when ye fall into divers T emptayTt 
tions, Here 1s ground of all joy, under multi 
Plicity and variety of perſecution and afflition 
but the beſt of ſinful worldly proſperity havgI 
thoſe ſtings and bitterneſs, either mixed wath, 
entaiF4 unto it. 

1 had rather ( faith Luther ) fall pith Chrifi 
than [and with Ceſar. I had ratber,ſaith another 
to be « Martyr, than a Adonarch, 


Tgnatin 
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2 {@ 7enatins , that faithfull Diſciple and valiant 


orChampion of Chriſt , did prefer the worſe of 


Suffering, before the beſt of Sin , and the great- 
tefeſt of worldly proſperity. Saith he © Let the 
edF* Ee, the Croſs, Skirmiſhing with wild Beaſts, 
hafſ® Cuttings, Butcherings, or Rentings 18 Pieces, 
| breaking of my Bones aſander , manglings of 
© my Members, bruifingvt my whole Body, and 
1eY* the torments of the Devil ( all the torments 

F* that man and the Devil can invent ) fall upon 

F me, ſo that I may enjoy Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
© ends of the Kingdoms of the World will not 
ofl® help me , it is better for me to Die for Chriſt 


ng* Jeſus, than to Reign oyer the ends of the - 


© Earth, 

Godly Philpor the 2artyr preferred the Bi- 
ſeops naſty Cole-houſe, betore Queen Maries 
Palace, Though ( ſaith he ) my Lords Cole-houſe 
Ye very black, yet it is more to be deſired of the 
faithful, chan tht Queens Palace, 

Soldiers of Chriſt, be hence encouraged ; the 
hardeſt ſufferings for Chriſt , are better than the 
deſt of Sin, 4 

Laſtly. The laſt Encouragement that I ſhall 
pive toendure hardneſs in Chriſts ſervice, is this, 

That it 1s your way to your Kingdom. 

f If you look upon your ſufferings for Chriſt, 
25 your Way that leads to the Kingdom of Cihrift, 
Vit vill greatly encourage you to endure it, Ye 
MW wf ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) throagh many tribu- 
lations , enter into the Kingdom of Goa, Here 
is much tribulation to be endured, but here is 
encouragement enough to endure it; It is the 
Way that leads to the Kingdom of God; If a 
| Ff2 Prince 


AQ. 14. 23, 
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What way to Prince Were to go to enter upon 5 and take Pof. 
Heaven ( ſaid ſeſſion of his Kingdom, he would not think muck 
Dr. Cranmer,) if he did meet with many troubles and inconve 
is fo fure 2. njencies in his Journey ; the thoughts of this 
way, as to ſuf- b ages : A 
for k Chrifts {hat he is going to his Kingdom , mill encourage 
Cauſe: if there Dim ſufficiently to bear with it, This the poſt! 
be any way layes down as an encouragement to ſuffer for 
on Heri-bacx Chriſt, and endure hardneſs in his Service 


R 
forely eb, 2 Tim, 2. 12. If me ſuffer , we ſpall «/ſo Reign 


the way. At, Pb him. An} what an encouragement 1s thefſ B 
and #ox. Vol, Kingdom, and the Crown, to take up the Croſs ?} V 
3+ pag. 333+ When Mr. Sanders the Martyr , was come toll ut 
Aft. and the Stake, he took it in his Arms, and kiſſed it,fÞ L 
Mon. Vol. 3. ſaying , Welcome the Croſs of Chriſt , melcomeſÞ yi 
P35- 14% 8 everlaſting life. It was anotable ſaying of Mr.ſſ fc 
Tovart the Martyr, He who turns bis back inf v1 

this conflict, goes by the loſs ; bug whoſoever fight: m 

manfally, obtains in the end , the Crown , not «| 1 

Crown of Gold, but a Crown of Glory Itamortal. || th 

G 


Ah Soldiers of Chrift 1! what Kingdom-en-f| :þ 
conragement 1s here, to endure the greateſth of 
hardneſs , ſeeing you are in your Way to youtf us 
Kingdom , and to all the Immunities, Honours, || hi 
and Pleaſures of it. 7 hope ( ſaid Ganderin tof w! 
his fellow-Priſoners ) before no3n, to drink of the} co 


WWine of the Kizgdome of Heaven. W 
2, Second ly, For the Direitions, of 
I. Firſt, Live much in the lively views of what hit 


hardneſs your great Leader Jeſus Chriſt endu-f| w: 
red for you. Loek upon his Poverty, his Re-f| 7: 
proaches , his Revilings , look upon him in that] 
hot and bloody ſervice in the Garden, when he 
ſweat not only Water , but Blood in tnat ſore 
Conflict : 
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Confli&, look npon him under that weight Quante pro 
of wrath which lay on him, that dark day, when %* 1% Rare 
he cryed , My God, my God , why baſt thoy for- z,,,, By fo 
ſaken me 2 Look upon the Buffetings , the Spit- much the more 
J tings on him ; look upon him wearing a Crown Chriſt is yile 
of Thoorns , who was wont to wear 2 Crown for me; by fo 
j| of Glory ; look upon him nailed Hand and Puck the | 
Foot to an Ignominious curſed Croſs , with the _ We 
af Soldiers piercing his righteous Side with a 
I Bloody Spear; look npon him treading the 
Wine-preſs of the Fathers Wrath, and lying 
under the Curſe of the Law. Ah Sirs! the 
Lord Jeſus hath endured far harder Service for 
you , than ever he calls any of his Soldiers unto 
for him ; He hath led the Van in this hard Ser- 
vice for us; let us be viewing of him, that we 
|} may endure hardneſs for him. Meb. 13. 12, 
1 13. Wherefore Teſus alſo, that be might ſanitifie 

the people with his onn Blood, ſuffered without che 
| Gate. Let ns therefore go forth unto him mithout 
|| the Camp, bearing bis Reproach, Shall the Son 
tf of God let out his Blood to ſanftifie and fave 
to} us, and ſhall we not drain our Veins, in bearing 
| his Reproach, and following of him? Ah! 
of what is our hardneſs that we can endure, when 
ef| compated with what Chrift endured for us? 

When Febn Has the Martyr, had his skin flead 

off his Head , and the Perſecutors had put on 
th him a Paper Crown of a Cubir bigh, painted 
-| with Three ugly Devils; ith he, 24y Lord Af, and Mon. 
-Þ Jeſws Chrift, for my ſake , did wear a Crown of Vilelep. $20 
th Thorns ; why (heuld { not near this light Paper- 
Crown for his ſake , be u never [6 ignominious ? 
truly 1 mill do ity and bat willihgly. And _w 

| e 


2 


Drufius the 
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he ſaw the Chain which was to faſten his Neck to 


the Stake , he ſmiled, and taid , that be moad- 


willingly receive the ſame Chain for feſ#s Chriſts 
ſake , who (he knew) was bennd nith a far norſe 
Chain for him. 

Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 this 1s a ſpecial means 
to induce you te endure hardneſs for Chriſt, 
to conſider what he hath endured for you, Ay 
dear Lord Feſns ( ſaid Sanders ) bath begun to 
we , of a more bitter Cup than mine ſhall be and 
_ [ not pledge my moſt ſweet Saviour ? yes, 1 

opt 
"Secondly , Look at the Cloud of Witneſlegs, 
the noble Army of Confeffors and Murtyrs, how 
they haveled the Van, and born the brunt , and 
endured much hardneſs in the Warfare of the 
Lamb. Heb. 12.1. Wherefore, ſeeing we alſo 
are compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of Wit= 
neſſes, let us [ay aſide every weight , and the Sin 
which doth ſo eafily beſet us, and let ns ran with 
patience the Race that i ſet before us &c. The 
Apoſtte he expounds the Clond of Witnefles of 


were buried in the Old-Teſtament-believers (mentioned in the 
Italy, eſpecial- I1, Chap.) as a Motive and means to ſtir up the 


ly at his go 
ing to War- 
fare, ſaying, 
Thar behold» 
ing ef their 
Monuments, 
he did recover 
beth trenerh 
and ſipurneſs. 
B07, 


New-Teftament-believers to follow after them, 
by their example. 

There was a great Cloud of them, but a grea- 
ter Cloud of New-Teſtament-believers have 
followed after ; we have Cloud upon Cloud of 
Witnefſes encompaſſing us ; Old-Teſtament, 
Primitive, and Modern Conteſlors and Martyts, 
faithful and valiant Soldiers of Chriſt , that have 
march'd before. us; honourable in enduring 
hardneſs jn the Service of Jeſus Chriſe. Let us 

' follow 
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follow after, by their example. They have en- 
dured the hardneſs of Bonds , of Baniſhment, 
of the Whip , of the Saw , of the Rack , the 
Wheel, the Gibbet, the Fire, and all the tortures 
and torments that the malice and cruelty of 
Men and Devils could afford and inflict upon 
them : And theſe ſpeak tous in the Language of 
Hyernin the Martyr to his Brethren at the Stake, 
1 Fight ( (aid he ) ander the Standard,and in the | 
quarrel of my great Lord and Captain Chriſt, 1 | 
am going to be Crucified , follow you me , when 'M 
\ God of hr goodneſs ſhall call you toit, And as | 

; 
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Francis Colver ( to his two Sons who were Maſ- 

ſacred together with bimielf) Sheep we are for 

the ſlaughter, this is no new thing z Let ns follow i 

Millions of Martyrs through temporal Death, it! 

#uto eternal Life. Cicely Ormes , (eeing two (| 

Martyrs at the Stake, told them, that ſhe would ;#. and Mon, 

Pledge them in the ſame Cup, and ſhe did ac- yo!.3.p.852. 

cordingly , for (he was burat at the ſame Stake, 

Jam. 5.10. Take,my Brethren, the Prophets, who 

' bave ſpoken in the name of rhe Lord, for an exam- 

ple of ſuffering Af ition, and of Patience. Take 

the Prophets, take the Apoſtles , take the many 

Thouſands of the Saints , ( that have endured il 

hard things before you) for an example of ſuf- Il 

fering AM-&ion, and of Patience. | 
In the Primitive times, when Perſecution was | 

very ſo:e, the ſurviving Saints did follow after | 

the ſlain, as if their Torments, their Blood, and ; 

Death had had an Attrative vertne to draw 

others after them, When thoſe that went in k 

the Front had drank deep Draughts of Tor- | 


ments, thoſe that were inthe Rear were greedy 4 
to | 


Mar. $. 36. 
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—— 
to come up and Pledge; and ſome have aid, 
they feared that the Terments would be over be- 


fore they ſhould, come. 
Thirdly, Look at, and ſeriouſly conſider the 


. hardneſs and miſery that the Damned endure and 


ſuffer , for denying , and difowning of the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt, And whkt is the hardeſt of 
your ſufferings to theirs > What loſs 1s like the 
loſs of God, the chiefeſt good > What Priſon fo 


Ntrong, ſo diſmal , ſo dark, as the Infernal and 


Eternal Priſon 2 What Chains ſo terrible and 
ſtrong as the Chains of Darkneſs and Everlaſt- 
ingneſ(s in which the Damned lie > What were 
Peters and Panls Chains to theirs? What was the 
Material Fire which conſumed the Bodies of tne 
A1artyrs to athes, to the fire of Hell, the flames 
ot Gods revenging Wrath, which ſhall alwayes 
rorment, bat never conſume. 

O ( aid Hyperens ) What a difference is there 
betwixt this, and Eternal Fire ? who mould ſhun 
this, to {rap into that ? This is but the Fire that 
men do kindle , but the other is the Fire that 
the breath of the Lords likg a flream of Brimftone, 
doth kindle, 1{a. 30. 33. This Fire 1s ſoon 
extinguiſhed , it is but a blaſt, and it's gone , 
but with the Damned, the Form never dies , and 
the Fire is never quenched, Mar. 9. 44, What 
are all the torments that the Martyrs have 
{uffered , to the torments of the Damned ? The 
one is but a flea-biting to the other. What wrath 
is like the wrath of God? or what torment is 
liks the to:ment of Conſcience , or what fire 
of Perſecution and Afﬀfiaion , is like the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone for 
ever ? 
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ever? O, ſaid Francis Spira z that 1 might lie 
thonſtnds of years in this Fire on the Hearth, 
ſo as 1 might eſcape the Fire of Hell. The Dam- 
ned have nothing to ſupport, or relieve their 
Spirits, they ſuffer in hellifh Deſperation with- 
out any hope , without ſuccour , without inter- 
miſſion, without end, It was a notable ſaying 
of a godly woman to her fellow-/artyrs , as" 
ſhe was looking on her Judges, T beſe (aid ſhe) 
ſtay to ſuffer the Torments of their Conſciencer, 
and are reſerved to Tudgement ; Unt ne are going 
to Glory and Happineſs. | 

What was the fiery Furnace which great 
Nebachadnez2ar prepared, to the Topher Which 
the great God hath prepared ? The ſufferings of 
the Damned are tar greater than ever Chriſt calls 
his Soldiers unto. 

Fourthly, Look at the Inviſible God , and the 4- 
Inviſible things of the other World, Get up 
to the top of Pi/gab, and view the Holy Land ; i 
of what precious uſe was this to A/e/es, to 
mount his ſpirit above the fear of what Pharach 
could do, when enraged againſt him, and to en- 
dure Affliction, Heb. 11. 27. By Faith be forſock 
Egypt » not fearing the Wrath of the King 3 for 
he endured, as ſecing bins who is inviſible, When 
the ſhowers of Stones fell upon S:ephen the 
Deacon , the Proto-Martyr , he ſaw the g/ory of 
God, and Jeſns ſtanding at the right hand of Gid, 
how lictle then did he regard the Stones which 
malicious hands caſt at him , or fear the near 
approach of the King of Terrors? Faith is an 
inviſible eye, and it can ſee into another World ; 


and it can fetch the comfort , the ſiveetneſs of 
: G þ-4 God , 


AQ. 7. 55,56. 
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God, of Chriſt, of Heaven, upon Earth, Tr 

What a Soul-ſircythning , a Soul-chearmg,ſ 
and Heart-rejoycuiy proſpect was that which 
Fob took , to bear him 119 under all worldly = 
Afiictions which he endur2d? Job 19.25, 26, 
For 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and that befj; 
[hall ſtand at the laſt day upon the Earth ; and 
though after my Skin , Worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, How did the 
Apoſtle and the Primitive Chriſtians, cordial 
and quiet their Spirits , ard bear up themſelves 
under all their variety of Afflictions and Suffer- 
ings? I Cor. 4-16, 17,18, They looked ath;,, 
the far more exceeding and eternal! weight of glu*g,1 
+, at the unſeen and eternal things ;+2nd whilſt ch 
they took this proſpect , they were kept from [je 
taiating and finking. Jeſus Chriſt the Captain 
of our Salvation , uſed cis means himſelf , to h, 
bear himſelf np, and carry him throngh all the 
hardneſs and Affiiction he met with in his Race In, 
that he ran,” Heb. 12,2. Who for the joy that ||, 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the th; 
ſhame , and is ſet down at the right hand of God. NC 
So the beheving Hebrews , looking at the better 5,4 
and more enduring ſul ſt ance they bad in Heaven, (6: 
they could take joyfally the ſpoyling of their morld- fa 
[y go:ds, Hel. 10, 34. Its of molt fingular uſe N;- 
to look b-yond the preſent infelicities of this Is 
Terrene W-:{d, to the inviſible things of the Þ 
World to come. Said Sta/lonr to Pike, his fel- So 
low-Martrr, Yer a /ittle nhile, and we ſhall ſee 
one another lefore the Throne and face of God. 
Faith can realliſe and fetcn home the unſeen 
things of the other World , to encoarage and 
| ſapport 
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he 


upport the Soul under preſent ſufferings. Tt 
nade 7 ankerfield ſay at the Stake , Aithonugh / AF. and Mon. 
ave a (harp Dinner, 1 hope to bave a joyful Sup- V0 3- P. 397» 
wer in Heaven. It was this proſpect that made 

ander; to embrace and kiſs the Stake , and ſay, 

welcome the Croſs of Thrift, melcame everlaſting 

. -- 
/Eifly, Let your hearts hang looſe from the 5. 
things of this World. The leis your hearts are 

ſet upon Terrene things, the better will you take 

up, and bear the Croſs of Chriſt, No man 

tat Warreth ( faith the Apoſile, 2 Tim. 2.4.) 

entang/eth bimſelf with the aff airs of thislife,that 

be may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a 

So/dier. If ever you will pleaſe your Captain 

Chriſt, by enduring hardneſs in his ſervice, 

then keep your hearts from being intangled "cv 17105 
with the things of this World, The Church Res > wy 
that bare the brunt of Perſecution, in the War- Moon-like 
fare of the Lam, againſt the O/d Serpent the things in con« 
Dragon, &c 1s deſcribed to have the Afoon an- Empr 
der ber feet. They muſt begin with ſelf-denyal, , *Poper Fa 
that will take up the Croſs; When Falitta Was ,,7 Clriſtum 
Condemned to loſe her Land and Lite, for re- putar, iſtade= | 
fuſing to Worſhip the Heatheniſh falſe Gods ; 12 accipe, If 
(aid ſhe) farewell! Riches, and welcome Poverty ; Y%% Fink thar 
farewel Life, and welcome Death; all that 1 hav:, _ deny 
»þ : ilt to keep 
if it were a theuſand times wore , would I rather my Offices, 
loſe , than ſpeak one wicked blaſphemous word a= then rake all 
gainſt God my Creator : 1 yield thee w'ſt bearty again ſaid 
thanks, O my God, for this Grace, that I can con- Hormiſdas to 
temn and deſpiſe this fraile tranſitory World. pool neg For 
When Pax had the World Crucified to him, 14; _ "ug 


and himſelf Crucified to the World , then he Gal. 6. 14. * 
Gg 2 could a 


Cant, 8, 6, 7. 


Toſedh, L. 18. 
Che 

Moſs: Choice. 
p. 45. 

B n27d uſed 
to {ay, Lord 
Jelus. 1 love 
thee, -plus 
AN MCT, Me 
05, Me, more 
thin all my 
299ds , more 
ran all my 
triznds, and 
r-litions, yca 
more thy my 
felt, 


2 Cor. 4. 17. 
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conld not only bear the Croſs, but alſo glory int 
Croſs of Chriff. Ah Chriſtians ! look upon all 
the glittering Glory of this lower World, to bY 
only like that of the glow-worm , which ſhine} = 
but in the Night , and 1s not worth the taking n 
dy any paſſenger. 

Sixthly , Keep warm your hearts with th 
love of Chriſt, The more you love Chriſt , th ' 
more will you do for him, and the more, anc 
the better will you ſuffer for him. And this j 
due, that ut keep his Commandments , and bi 
Commandments are not grieyons, 1 Job. 5. 3. 
Soul inflamed with the love of Chriſt , what wil 
It not do, or ſuffer for him? Love isan Armin 
vincible , a Flame 1nquerchable. Facobs love 
to R:che/ , made the tervitude of a double Ap 
prentiſhip to ſeem but a few dayes , and ſo love 
ro Chriſt, will make the heavieſt and hardeſt 
Aﬀi:&ions to ſeem but light , and the longeſt 
Aſfitions to ſeem but ſhort. Fouſephas ob 
ſzrves it to be the love of Chriſts Diſciples , that 
cauſed them to follow him. At that time (fait 
he ) Jeſus, a wiſe man, did many Miracles; and 
although he was Condemned to the Croſs , yet dit 
n't thoſe that follontd him from the beginning,for- 
bear to love him, notwithſtanding the ignominy t 
his Death. When Fudas will ſell him, the Diſci- 
ples that love him , will follow him to the Gar- 
den, and to Moant Ca/vary. It was the glory 
of Scipio, in vhich he much boaſted, That there 
was not aay of his Soldiers , but would adven- 
ture his 'ife forhim, if it were to leap into the 
Sea , to caft themſelves from a high Tower , or 
any way h2 ſhould require of them. ak 


.. 
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Ah Soldiers of Chriſt 1 get your hearts infla - 
med with the love of Chriſt, and you will do the 
like forhim, Saith A/gerins, 1n his Letter from 
the Priſon of Yenice , He that feareth not to be 
barned in the Fire, hom will he fear the beat of 
Weather, what careth be for pinching- Froſt abich 
burneth for the love of the Lord. 
When Francis Aloft , 2 Flanders-=Martyr, 
was going to ſuffer , he uſed thoſe ſpeeches of 
the Apoſile, 7 muſt put off this my earthly Taber- 2 Pct. 1. 14, 
macle ; which the love of Teſws my Lord con- * C%+ 5+ 14: 
ſtraineth me to do. 
Love is ſuch a Divine Principle , that it wall 
make a Soul to look over, and ſet light by all the 
difficulties, dangers, and hardſhips that you can 
meet with in the wayes of Chriſt ; yea, it will 
make the greateſt ſufferings defirable and de- 
leable. Said Mr. Bland the Martyr, at the 
Stake, This Death is more dear unto me , than 
T houſands of Gold and Silver; ſuch Love, O ji 
ran 1g thou laid np in my breaſt, that [ bunger ' 
or tees wt 
J Seventhly , Labour for an humble frame of 7 
Spirit, and lie low, The more hamble-ſpirited i 
yon are, the lower you are in your own eyes ; q 
the better will you be accompliſhed to endure 
hardneſs, and to ſuffer in the ſervice of Chriſt : 
They have been beſt at enduring of Aflitions, 41 
that have been moft meek and humble, Fob Job. 42; 6. | | 
| 
j 


who cotld be content to fit upon the Duughill, 
and could abhorr himſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, 
How well was he accompliſhed to endure 
Afﬀfilitions > David look*d upon himſelf, as & pal. 22, 6. 
Worm and no Man : And hence he could ber- 
ter 


| Eph. 3.8. 


# 


ter bear uP , under all the troubles that he met 


withall, It any man look upon himſelf to be but a 
Worm, he will not think much, if the feet of Men 
or Beaſts tratople 'upon him, Thus is the way 
to out-ſhoot the Devil and wicked Men in their 
own Bow, When Soldiers lye tow , on the 
Earth and in the Valley , the ſhots of the Ene- 
mies paſs over them, and hurt them not, 

Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! lye lower in your 
thoughts ( if poſſible ) then avy AMiCtion can 
put you ; this is the way to be before-hand, and 
to keep the Weather-gage of your Enemies ; 
lyeaslowas a Priſon, as low as a Dungeon, or 
a Cave , as low as Earth and Hell, in your own 
eyes ; look upon your ſelves as leſs than the 
leaſt of Gods Metcie, and worthy of the great- 
eſt Afﬀii&tions and Miſeries ; ſo will you endure 
hardneſs, and will not kick, and fling, and flinch, 
and draw back when Afﬀfiiions pinch you, 
The high-Buildiogs and lotty Turrets, .do ſooneſt 
tall ; the talleft Cedars are blayn down , when 
the low Shrubs of the Wilderneſs and faſt 
and firm. Pax! looked upon himſelf with a very 
Diminutive eye, unworthy ſo much as of the very 
name of an Apoftle , and tO be leſs than the leait 
of all Saints, And how mighty was he , in en- 
during of hardneſs > Look upon your ſelves 
as unworthy to bear the name of Chriſt, to be 
imployed in the meaneſt , or hardeſt ſervice for 
Chriſt, «#nworthy to /0oſe the latchet of his Shoes 
with Fobn Baptiſt, or to bear his Croſs with Paul. 
Rejoyce, rejryce, aid Mr.Bradford to his Friends, 
and give thanks with mt and for we, that ever God 


did vouchſafe ſo great a benefit to our Countre), as 
to 


« a M.A. 
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>o chuſe the moſt anworthy (1 mean my ſelf) to be 
one in whom he pleaſed himſelf to ſoffer. 

The PFhiloſ:phers obſerve, that if you would ſee 
Stars ar Noon , you muſt go down into a deep 
Well;ſo the deeper you go,and the lower you lye 
inHumility,the more you ſee of God,and of Hea- 
ven,to comfort and ſupport you under your deep- 
eſt ſufferings. 

Eighthly , If you would endure hardneſs in 
Chriſts Service , then conſult not with carnal 
reaſon; but keep that out of your Counſel , 
for that will perſivade you to wave the Ctoſs , 
and to comply, and fin rather than ſuffer, As 
ſoon as Paz/ was called to endure hardneſs in 
Chriſts Service, he preſently ſhut out carnal 
reaſon from out of his counſel, Ga/. 1. 26. Im- 
wediately » | conferred not with Fleſh awd Blood. 
If Pan! when he was called to Preach among 
the Barbarous Heathens, ſhould have conſulted 


with humane reaſon , the wiſdom of the Fleſh 


that would have ſuggefted the many inconve- 
niences and dangers of ſuch an Employment, 
and have ſpoken in the Language of Peter to 
Chriſt, after, ſave thy ſelf; and far be it from 
thee ; That cannot endure to hear , that the 
Captain of our Salvation , or any of his fol- 
lowers ſhould take up the Croſs ; That would 
repreſent only the dark-fide of Chriſts wayes, 
and frame nothing but diſconragemerits and 
carnal ſhifts; And therefore Pax! would have 
nothing to do with it. This 1s the Serpentine 
Wiſdome which is from beneath,which js eartb/y, 
ſenſual , and devilifh. This will teach men to 
ſlzep in a whole skin, to ſwim with the ftream ; 
9 
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to hald with the ſtrongeſt, to correſpond with 


the times, to prefer Sin before ſufferings, this is 
the great Enemy to the Croſs of Chriſt. How 
ſharply did Chriſt reprove Peter , with his Get 
thee bebind me Satan , for thos [aveureſt not the 
things that be of God , but the things which be of 
men. We areto ſhun Carnal-reaſon,and Fleſhly- 


trey, go abour Wiſdom, as we would the Devil. 


to colour their 


Villanies with the name of Italian Prudence. *Tis ſad ro conſider , that 
many Profeſſors of Chriſt ſhould roo much imitate them, 


When the Proconſu! bid C 3prian to conſult 
about the Sentences of his Afarryrdow , He an- 
ſwered , [n ſo juſt a Canſe there needs no delibe- 
ration. 

When a Friend of My. Friths , had contri- 
ved a way to free him of his Impriſonment , by 
ſome indire& way , he ſmiled at ut, and ſlighted 
it, / am fallen into the Biſhops bands only for 
Religion ſake,and for ſuch Dottrine as I ams bound 
in Conſcience, under pain of Damnatien to main- 
tain : If 1 ſhould nuw ſtart aſide , and run away, 
7 ſhould run from my God, and from the T eſt inev- 
ny of bis Word, whereby I ſhould deſerve a 
Thouſand Hells. When a Paragon was orought 
to Mr. Hooper , and laid before him upon a fool 
at the Stake , that if he would recant , he might 
have the benefit of it, at the fight thereof he 
cryed out , If yoa /ove my Soul, away with it , If 
you love my Soul , away with it. Carnal reaſon 
would hzve adviſed him (if that had been harkned 
anto) co take up the Pardon, and come away from 


the Fire. 


If 2Zoſes nd adviſed with Carnal Reafan, and 
| Fleſhly 


Pharoah to take up the Croſs of Chriſt as he did. 
That would have pleaded thus : Why, Moſes, 
thou art well enough at the Court, thou haſt ho- 
nour, and riches, and pleaſures, the King 
loves thee, the Daughter of the King hath 
Adopted thee her Son , thou art now next to 
the King, and thou mayeſt ſhortly bave the 
Crown thy ſelf; and thy brethren, the Hebreys, 
are 1n alow afflicted condition, thou cart do 
neither them nor thy ſelf good, to joyn thy ſelf 
with them ; but tay at the Court, for here thou 
haſt advantage to ſerve them, by improvirg thy 
Intereſt in the King and Courtiers, for them ; 
and if thou ſhould(t leave the Court, thon wilt 
incur the diſpleaſure of the King, &c. But 2fo- 
e5 hearkens co none of theſe Carnal Pleas, but 
joyns himſelf with the people of God in their 
low afflicted eſtate, and did chuſe the reproaches 
of Chriſt, before all that the Court of Egypt 
could afford. 

Ah Sirs 1 do not hearken to the wiſdome of 
the Fleſh,the Jachivillian policy of the World, 
That will adviſe you to forſwear this Covenant, 
to train Conſcience, to take that Oath, to con- 
form to the inventions of men, or elſe you can- 
not be ſafe, and 'tis but Chriſtian prudence fo 


Fleſhly-wiſdome, he had never left the Court of 


Tully eryed 
out 12 his las 
ter age; O Htj= 
RAM 17.944 


ſapuiſſem, 


would I had 


todo, Ah! take heed of the wiſdome of the never known 
Serpent, without the innocency of the Dove, if what wiſdome 


. Ju : Meante 
7: oo wall endixe hardneſs as good Soldiers Many will ' 
0 Lite cry out fo at 
laſt, «ef the 
earnal wiſdome of the World. 
Nintaly , Be often countmg the coft of gr 


H h Chriſtian 


Chriſtian profeſſion, and following of Chrifts 

Count upon the worlt ar firſt, and VEoften in 

revejwing of the accompt, that you may not be 

miſtaken in what you co, and meet with after- 

reckonngs, as too many have done, This Leſſon 

the Lord Jeſus taught his Auditors, and it is to 

A. .... ,. cur preſeur purpoſe, in order to the taking up, 
patiends 7 wn and bearing of the Croſs. Luke 14.27, 28. 
facimr'ſ:piens An4 whoſoever doth not bear bis Croſs, and come 
lcvia ſacit diy after mes eunnut Le my Diſciple. For which of 
COgitanco, yoa intendino to build a Toner, futeth not donn 
That which f-ſt, and cornterh che Coft, whether be have ſuf- 


ethers make . -'þ 
cient td fimphit. 
eafte by Culfers _ f / 


dNg, that v A . F 
* * pris ; Ifa man ſhould hegin to build, and reckon 


makes eaſie but upon pence, when it will coſt him pounds, 
beforehand. ox reckon upon handreds, when it will coſt thou- 
_ ſands, and not able to finiſh it, the building will 
come to nothing but to ſhame, and undo the 
Builder. And fo it is hzre in the building of 
Chriſtian profeſſion +; if a man ſhould begin it 
inconfderately, and reckon it but an eahie thing 
to finiſh it, that it will coſt but a little time, an 
alittle pains ; ard that there will be a great deal 
of eaſe and credit; and afterwards comes one 
Aorm of Aflition and Perſecution after another, 
like Jobs Meſſengers ; here men meet with diſ- 
appointments, and the Croſs is heavier than they 
counted upon, and now cannot bear it, Sirs, if 
ever you intend to endure hardneſs, and to hold 
it out in the ſervice of Chriſt, be ſure to count 
upon the moſt, and the worſt it may coſt you , 
. Count that it may coſt you abundance of Re- 
pioach and Contempt ; to-be made like the 4 
2 
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Ales, the filth of the World, and the off-ſconring 
of all things ; Count that it may coſt you as much 
as it hath coſt others heretofore, many bickerings 
from the Devil, much Oppoſition and Perſecu- 
tion from the men of the World; Bonds, Banith- 
ment, Confiſcation of goods, yea, Life and 


Blood ; put all into the account. Pax! counted 


upon the worſt, and the moſt it could coſt him, 
and ſo he endured hardneſs, and finjſhed his 


Courſe in profefſing and Preaching of Chriſt, 


Af, 20. 22,23, 24. 

When Andres the Apoſtle was threatned by 
the Procoaſul, with the Croſs, if he did not leave 
eff his Preaching , Said he, 7 word never have 
Preached the Doftrine of the Croſs, if 1 bad fear- 
ed the ſufferings of the Croſs : And when he 
came to the Cro(s to be Crucified, ( he ſaid ) O 
Croſs! welcome, and long looked for, with a wil- 
ling mind, joyfully 1 come to thee, being the Sch» 
lar of him that Eauged on thee, &C. 

When william Hunter was led to the Stake, 
he ſaid to the Sheriffs Son, 1 thank God, I ans 
not afraid, for I have caſt my Acconnt what it nil 
wot me already. 

Chriſtians, be ſure to caſt your account to the 
full, before-hand, that ſo you may prevent all 
diſappointments, and not be offended in Chriſt 
becauſe of the Croſs. 

Tenthly, Put on Chriſtian Reſolation and 
Magnanimity of Spirit ; reſolve in the ftrength 
of Chriſt, and in the grace of Chiifi, to g0 
through all the dangers and difncultics, and to 
endure what hardneſs ſoever you may meet 
with in the ſervice of Chriſt, 2 7im. 2. 1. Thou 

| Hh 2 therefore 
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Pyyrhus ſce- (2 36) 
ing the For» þ | | Ya OY 2 
ritade and ae Fherefore my Son, be ſtrong in the Grage mhich is 
lour of the in Chriſt Jeſus , And then endure bardneſs, as 
Romans, ſaid, a good Soldier of Chrift, Be ſtrong in the Lord, 
it Valour WSTS and inthe Pomer of his might ; and then you are 
93 me _ prepared to uſe your Armour, to refft Temp- 
Fund in, x6. (ation, and endure Afflitions, Epb. 6. 10,11, 
mais heart, 12, &c, Reſolve upon confliting with Cor- 
where ſhould ruptions, of reſiſting Temptations, of enduring 
rue ſpiritual AfAiQions, and taking up the heavieſt Croſs of 


Valour be : IP. 
found, but in Cult that ſhall lie in your way. 


tc Heart of a ; ; 
Chiiſtizn: It was a ſpeectiof Cyrus to one of his Sol- 


diers, 1t is the part (ſaid he) of a true valiant 
man, either to live honourably, or to dye honoura- 
b/y. And ſo it is the part of every true Cariſtian, 
etther to live honourably , or dye konourably 
111 the Service of Chriſt. Barnabas exhorted the 
Chriſtians, that with purpoſe of beart, they would 
cleave unto the Lord. Ah! reſolve upon, and 
purpoſe 11 your hearts, to cleave to the ſervice 
of the Lord Chriſt,come what there will, let none 
of theſe things move you, reſolve with the Ser- 
vants and Soldiers of Chriſt, of old, 
AR. and Mor, When #ingfie/d was difiwading and diſcous 
Vo.2.p.568. raging Kerby the artyr from ſuffering ; tel- 
| lng hint} the Pie 1s hot, the Terrour great, 
the Pain extream, Life ſweet ; better 1t were 
betime to ſtick to Mercy, while there 15 hope 
of Mercy, than raſhly to begin, and then to 
ſhrink. Said Xerby to him. Ab, Or. 1ing- 
field, be at my burning, and you ſhall ſay, there 
Handeth a Chriſtian Soldier inthe Fire;for 1 know 
that Fire, Water, Sword, and al other things, are 
zn the bands of God, and be mill ſuffer no more Þ 
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be laid upon «s , than he mill enable us bear, 
Ah1 where is that Chriftian Valour and Reſolu- 
tion that was in theſe Suffering-Servants of 
Chriſt > 'We are ready to fear every ſhadow, 
and to be affrighted with every bug-bear , and 
to ſhrink at every ſuffering ; ſurely it was not ſo 
4 thoſe paſt daies. 

Mr. Palmer was wont to ſay , that none were 
ro be accounted V aliant, but ſuch as could deſpiſe 
injuries. Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! put on Reſolu- 
*:0n, and Valiant minds ; that, like the Captain 
of your Salvation , you may endure the Croſs, 
and deſpiſe the Shame ; and endure hardneſs, as 
good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Eleventhly , Be often minding what 1s your 
preſent condition in this World ; and then you 
will the better endure the hardneſs and AMi&i- 
ors WRICh are incident unto it. We are tc 
apt to forget what we are , and where we are, 
and that is one greaterreaſon, that we can endure 
Affii&tion no better. In this World we are 
Pilgrims, Strangers, Travellers, Soldiers, &c. 
The Old-Teftament-Believers, they confidered 
what was their preſent condition in this World, 
and hence did they more contentedly endure 
the hardneſs of it. Heb, 11.13,14, For they con- 
feſſed that they were Strangers and Pilgrims on 
Earth. For they that ſay ſuch things, declare 
2lainly, that they ſeth a Countrey. A Stranger 
will not think much, if the Dogs bark at him , as 
he paſſeth along , he knows it's uſual z a Tra- 
veller will not think it much , if he meet with 
painful up-bills, as well as down-hills and plain 
way ; he will not think it much, if he meet with 
| | ſtorms 
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Nimss gelica- 
tus es Chiiſtia= 
Xe, qui volup- 
tatem hoc ſecue 
lo con64piſcis; 
Thou art too 
delicare, O - 
Chriſtian who 
muſt have 
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ſtorms, and ſhowers, and blaſts, as well as calm; | 


and Sun-ſhine ; 1f he meet with dirt, and mire, 
as well as clean wayes; he will not be much 
troubled if he meet with inconveniencies in his 
Inn , when he confiders , that he is on his Jour- 
ney , and that he is not at home. What Stran« 
gers and Pilgrims expect to be without weari- 
ſome and painful Reps , and hardſhip in their 


Y2, 


plexſure inthis Tourney and Pilgrimage ? Cau ' Soldiers and 
world. Terttl, Combatants, that have entred on a Warfare, 


expe to livequiet in their houſes , and reſt on 
their down-beds , whileſt the Enemy is in the 
Field , and drayn up in Battalia ? ſure they will 
not, 

AhSirs! we are ready to forget what we are, 
and where we be, that we are in an unkind 
and injurions World, that is full of Moleftations 
and Vexations ; that we are in our Inn , and on 
eur Journey , and not at our Home ; that we 
aie on the boiſteroas Ocean , and not in the 
Haven, 

When Bilney was carried away to execution, 
faid he , to a friend which encouraged him, / 
aw ſailing with the Mariner, through a boiſtrong 
Sea, but ſhortly ſhall le in the Haven. De Brez, 
2 French Miniſter and Aartyr, in his Letter to 
his Wife, ſaid, This world is net the place of 6nr 
reft, no, Heaven is oar home, this is bat the place 
of our Baniſhment, | 

Twelthly, Improve preſent ſufferings to pre- 
pare you for future, and leſs ſufferings to pre- 
pare you tor greater. The Leſſon of the Croſs is 
to be learned daily, as the Croſs is to be took up 
daily; and the well-exercifing of our pres 

ut 
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; | about the Croſs when it is li ht, will be a good Conſuttuds 


means to help us to bear it when it is heavy; the 9% dwra len 
exerciſe" of ence under preſent Tribulation, yaw cp 
will bring in ſach experiences, as Will familiariſe hard things 
ſufferings, and exerciſe other graces , untill the become cafe, 
Soul comes to g/ory in T ribs/stion,Rom. 5.3 ,45+ 

Bilney the Martyr , by exercifing his Finges 
in the flame of the Candle , prepared his whole 
body to endore the more tormenting pains of the 
fAames at the Stake. 

They ſay, That Cuſtome is a ſecond Nature. 

If we did exerciſe our ſelves more in improving 
our preſent ſufferings aright , it would become 
natural to us, to endure futare , and greater 
ſufferings; it would familiariſe, and naturaliſe 
the Croſs of Chriſt unto us. 

When Mr. Dawlip had been 2 Priſoner near AF. and Mor, 
two years in the arſbalſey, the Keeper V0. 2.p, f64+ 
having acquainted him with the nearneſs of his 
Death, did notwithſtanding eat his meat as uſual- 
ly he did; at which, ſome at the Table won- 
red » Ab my Maſters ( ſaid he ) Do you think 
1 bave been ſo long Gods Priſoner in the Mat- 
ſhalſey, and have not yet learned to die ? 

Pay! , Who proteſted, that be did die daily, 1 Cot,x5. 31; 
how eafe and chearfully could he die at laſt? 

The exerciſe of Grace under leſſer ſufferings, 
will encreaſe and ſtrengthen Grace for greater. 

Thirteenth, Look more upon yeur Sins, thin 123; 
ppon your Sufferings. The Soul that lives much 
in the beholding of his Sins, will ſee the leſs 
cauſe to pinch at his ſufferings : Although in 
reſpeR to men, we may ſuffer unjuſtly ; yer, if 
we look upon our Sins > we may ſee cauſe 
enough 


Act. and 91, 
| 50! 3+ P, 60F, 


0). 
enough as they come from the hand of God, 


that we ſhould ſuffer ſorer, and harder things. 


It was very hard things that the Church did ſuf- 
fer, when the Lord made breach upon breach, 
upon Zin ; when the Sword was abroad , and 
Death at home; when complicated miſeries 
were upon them, then did they caſt an eye upon 
the evil of their fins, and that did Glence them 
under the greatneſs of their ſufferings, Lam. 3. 
39. Fherefure doth the Living man complains 
a man for the puniſhment of bis fins ? Mich, 7, 9. 
{ will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 
have ſinned «gainſt him, uni'l be plead my Cauſe, 
and execute Jedoement for me. 

Mr. Phi/por , hath a notable paſſage in his 
Leiter to the Ledy Fane, to this purpoſe ( ſaith 
he) San hath brought me out of the Kings- 
Bench into the Biſhop of Londons Cole-honſe, 
7 dark , and an agly Priſon as any is about Lon- 
don ; but my dark body of Sin hath well deſerved 
the ſuze. Ah! it we look upon the dark body 
of Sin, We may ſee rcaſon enough , why we 
{hould come under the dark Clouds of Aflition 
and Perſecution. 

A man that lives much in the views of his $10, 
vill eakily ſee the greatett of his: Safterings to 
be very bttle CorreCtions , and the fiery Tryals 
to be neceſſary to cleanſe away his Droſs : It a 
Man lavl upon his Sins to have deſerved the ſo- 
relt Jidgements, the grexteſt Plagues , the moſt 
of Wrath . the Rrongeſt Chains , the blackneſs 
of Darkreſs, and the hotcett Hell z how could 
he then think mach to endure any hardneſs in 
the ſeryice of Grit ? 


Fourteenth, | 
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” Fourteenth, Look on your Mercies, as well as 
your Miſeries;look upon your Enjoymentsas well 
as your Wants ; look on your Comforts, as well 
as your Crofles ; this is of great uſe, to help you 
to endure hardneſs : Look upon the light fide of 
your condition, as well as the dark, and you wall 
endure hardneſs the better. This was one rea- 
ſon, why the 1/raclites could endure the hardneſs 
of the Fi/derneſs no better, (but did murmar and 
repine) becauſe they did mind ſo much of their 
wants and fireights, and ſo much forgat the Mi- 
racles of Mercies that they did enjoy ; they did 
little mind the Miraculous deliverance they had 
from the hand of Pharaoh at the Red Sea, and the 
Rock which did follow them, and flow to them 
in the 7ilderneſs, and the 4ſanna that did rain 
down about their Tents , but were looking at the 
Fleſh-pors, the Fiſh, the Cucumbers, the Melons, 
the Leeks, the Onions and the Garlick which they 
had in Egypt, Numb.1 1,4,5,6. Had they minded 
their Fi/derne/s-Mercies more, they would have 
endured their i/derneſ5-Afliions better : 
Had they conſidered what Mercies they had in 
their bread, in their drink, in their clothes and 
in their ſhoes ; their meat and drink was nut 
ordinary, but Miraculons and Spiritual ; they did 
all eat of the ſame Spiritual meat, and did all 
drink of the ſame Spiritual drink, 1 Cor.10.3,4, 
And their clothes and their ſhoves did not wax 01d, 
and wear out. Had their Sonls been affected with 
a ſenſe of their Mercies, how eafily might they 
have born their Wilderneſs-Afflitions ? It was 2 
dolorous time when the Prophet Jeremiab err 
I1 the 
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thed forth thoſe ſad Lamentations, extremity of 
Famine, and Sword ; Oh, the Wormwood, and 
Gall,and bitterneſs of their Affliction ! and whilſt 
h2 looked on theſe things, his eyes did affect his 
heart, but he did not terminate his thoughts on 
the dark-fide of their condition ; but takes a Pro- 
ſpe& of the Mercies they had, in their greateſt 
Miſeries, to give ſome relicf and ſupport to their 
Souls, Lam. 3.2223. It is of the Lords Mercy 
we are not conſumed, becauſe bis compaſſions fail 
nit. They are new every morning, great is thy 
faithfulneſs, Eo, 

Ah Chriſtians ! look how your Mercies are re- 
newed, as well as your Miſeries ; The Saints can 
never be ſo low in Afition, but there 1s ſome- 
thing of Mercy to afford relief to their Spurits, 


When tidings was brought to the Lady Ls 
Glee, that ſhe was condemned to be hanged, ſhe 
fell down upon her knees, and bleſſed God, for 
that it pleaſed him to ſhew her ſo much Mercy, as 
to deliver her by ſuch a kind of Death, out of the 
troubles of this wretched life ; and to honour ber 
ſo far, as to call her to ſufferfor his Truth, and to 
wear his Livery, meaning the Halter. Ah! if 
Chriftians would learn this Divine Chymiftry, to 
ext:a&t Mercies out of Miſeries, they might un- 
fold Sampſon Riddle, and get Bread out of the 
Eaters mouth, and ſweetneſs out of the rong, to 
ſweeten the worſt of Sufferings. 


Fifteenth,Compare the preſent Croſs with the 
fature Crown, This hath been a ſpecial means 


by 
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by which ſuffering-Saints have been much advan- 
faged, comparing their preſent ſufferings, with 
their future glory. Rows. 8.18, For I recksn, 
that the ſufferings of this preſent time, are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be 
revealed in ns. 

What is it that a Chriſtian can ſuffer in here, 
which is worthy to be compared to the future 
glory and blefledneſs? Said Francis Soer, You 
deprive me of this Life,and promote me to a better, 
which is as if you ſhould vob me of Connters, aud 
farniſh me with Go/d. What proportion is there 
between Counters and Gold > and what compa- 
riſon between Dirt and Glory ? 

When a Martyr feeling the Flame at the 
Stake, to come to his face, Ah (ſaith he) what 
a ſmall pain is this,to be compared with the glory 
to comte ? *2 Cor.q.17,18. For onr light Aﬀitt- 
ons which are but for a nnoment,, worketh for wa 4 
far more exceeding and Eternal meight of glory. 
While we look not at the things which are ſeen, but 
at the things which are nor ſeen ; for the things 
which are ; "gs Temporal; but the things which 
are ſeen, are Eternal, How Diminntively doth 
the Apoſtle ſpeak of the Sufferings, in compa- 
riſon of the Glory > The Affiion is but light, 
but the Glory 1s ponderous, -it's- a- weight of 
Glory, a far greater and exceeding weight, the 
Afflictions are bat for a Moment, but the Glory 
is Eternal. 

Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! what are all the Suffer- 
ings of this preſent time, when compared with 
the Eternal Glory > be hence quickned to. take 
up the Croſs, becauſe of the Crown. Oh keep 
Ii2 u> 
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tallian)the greater are the following Rewards. Ah 
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vp your Cotnbat and Conflit,the Crown will pay 
for all. The greater are the Combats, ({anth Ter- 


Chriſtians ! what are the greateſt and moſt grie- 
vous Momentary Sufferings of this preſent Life, 
when compared with the never-fading, never-= 
dying, and Immortal Crown of. future Glory in 
the World ts come ? 


Sixteenth, Reſign up your ſelves to the Will 
of God, to the Sovereignty of God , ſubmit to 
the Will of God, and acquieſce in the Wiſdom of 
God ; If you could do this, hoiv well might you 
bear up under any Affiction, and endure any 
hardneſs ? Fob had refigned up himſelf to the 
Will of God, and then how well could he bear 
all his loſſes and crofles, his poverty and ſores, in 
his Aflicted Dunghil-condition? Job. 1. 21, 
The Lord hath given and the Lord hath takes 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. So Eli, 
when Saw! brought him that ſad Meſſage, of 
wharthe Lord would dounto his Houſe, at which 
the ears of every one that heard it ſhould tingle: 
It is the Lord, ( ſaith he) let bim do what or 
him goed. He had refigned up hiraſelf to the Will 
of God, and hence could bear the better that 
fearful ſtroke. The Three Children had refign- 
ed up themſelves to the Will of God, and 
were at 2 point with the Xing, notwithſtanding 
all his threats ; Whether their God would de- 
liver them or no, itwas all a caſe, the Will of 
the Lord be done : And then they could wil- 
livgly, and readily embrace the Fiery _ 
ratner 
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rather than Worſkiip the 7qs/, Dan. 3: 16, 17. 


IS, 

Pan! reſigned up himſelf to the Will of God, 
AR. 21. 13. And then how well could he en- 
dure hardneſs in the ſervice of Chrift ? 


When one Craſne/, offering to befriend 2r; AR. and Mon? 
Val,3. p.39 34 


Bradford, asking him, what ſuit he ſhould make 

for him to the Queen ? hat you do, (ſaid Ar. 

Bradford) do it not at my requeſt : 1f the Queen 

will give me my Life, 1 will thank ber ; If ſhe 

will Baniſh me, 1 nill thank her ; If ſhe mill Con- 

_ me to perpernal Impriſonment, I will thank 
er. 


When Policarpks had notice of the purſuers, AA. and Mon, 
that came te the Inn to Apprehend him, he might Vol.t« p55» 


have eſcaped, but he would not ; But ſaid, the 
will of God be done. 

Ah! how eafie might we bear the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and drink of the Cup with Chriſt, if we 
had a refigning Spirit like to him, to ſay, Ne- 
vertheleſs, nut my will, but thy Will be done, Mat. 
26439. Luther would ſay in his Prayer, My wit 
be done, for Lord, my Will is, that thy Will ſhould 
be done. Next to the Hallowing the Name of God, 
and coming of his Kingdom, the Lord Chriſt hath 
taught. us to Pray with reſignation of Spirit, That 
the Will of the Father be done. 

There is infinite reaſon, that we ſhould Re- 
ſign up our ſelves to the Will of God, not onely 
with reſpe& to his Sovereignty and Prerogative 
Royal, but alſo in regard the Lord hath ordered 
all his Providences 1n infinite Wiſdom and Mer- 
cy, for the good of his People. The — 
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Covenant is ordered in all things, and ſure, 
2 Sam. 23. | 

You cannot order things ſo ſure, and ſo well 
as the Lord hath done for you : And therefore 
acquieſce in the Wiſdom and the Will of God ; 
and he at his beck and check, for the Lord to do 
with you, todo for you, to bring npon you what 
ſeemeth him good, and this will be a good means 
to help you to endure hardneſs, as good Soldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Seventeenth, Make not the moſt of men, no, 
nor the beſt of men, in every thing, your Rule to 
walk by. The moſt of men, ( I mean, of ſuch as 
profeſs Chrift) look more at ſafety, than at duty, 
and will .not hear of taking up of the Croſs of 
Chriſt; but like dead Fiſh,ſfivim withthe Stream, 
and pleaſe the Fleſh : And the beſt of Men, may 
not in every thing be a-true Copy for us to write 
after, nor a Rule for our imitation, Perer de- 
med Chrift in down-right terms, in words at 
length ; he curs'd and (wore, that he did not 
ſo much as know him, Afar. 14.71. Ifthe reſt 
of the Diſciples -had imitated Perey, of what 
ſad conſequence had it been, then they had 
all denyed the Lord Chriſt, as Peter did. Pas! 
was ſo far from imitating Peter another time, 
that he withſtood. him to the face: Peter 
could be a Jew with the Jewes, and a Gen- 
tile with the Gentiles, and difſemble his Prin- 
ciples ; ' but Barnabas and others that did imitate 
him, were carried away with the Diſſimula- 
tions. The beſt of men in this World are not 
perfe&, they have Fleſh as well as Spirit, _ 

ave 
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have been over-born by corruptions and tempta- 
tions, to ſhrink from the Croſs, and therefore we 
muſt not make them our Rule, nor follow them 
any {ucther, than they follow Chriſt, 


When an O/4d Biſhop perſwaded Mr. Hawkes 
the Martyr, to learn of his Elders, to bear 


ſomewhat with their Pens I will beat rpm; 


with nothing ( ſaith he) that & contrary to the 
Word «f God, And another charging him, for 
building his Faith on Latizver, Cranmer, Ridley, 
4c. Said he, I baild my Faith on no mam and 
that ye well know ; for if thoſe men, and as many 
more as theſe be,fhould recant, and deny what they 
have ſaid, or done, yet mill I ftand to it, aud by 
this ſhall ye known, that I build my Faith upon no 
MAN. 

Cranmer, Biluty, Bainham, and others Re- 
canted , who afterward repented of their Re- 
canting - and ſealed to the Truth of what 
they Recanted with their Blood. It is no good 
argument that many uſe in- theſe dayes, to 
juftifie Apoſtafte, and waving: of the Croſs of 
the Lord, by finful Compliance , to bring the 
examples of men, in ſuch a manner , Why 
(fay they) it is the opinion of divers good 
men ; and there be divers learned, and godly 
men do this, and that, and the other thing, 
and they muſt not be touched, But let men 
be never ſo godly, or learned, they have a 
dark-fide, as well as a light, andit is no new 
thing even for ſuch to ſhrink, and topinch at 


the Croſs. Peter muſt not be followed in his, 


Apoftaſie, nox the Martyrs in their Recanta- 
rions e 
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tions 3 If Learned and good men can ſwear down 
Epiſ, copacy and Pre/acy, and take it up again , If 
they can ſwear away Chriſts Offices and Intereſt 
out of the Land, and can diſpleaſe Chrift, to 
pleaſe Ceſar ; and if you ſhould make them your 
Rule ro walk by, when will you take up the 
Croſs of Chrift,and endare hardneſs as good $ol- 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Eighteenth. Take heed of thoſe Teachers,and 
of thoſe Doctrines, that lead off from the Croſs, 
that are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. The Do» 
Arine of the Goſpel is called, the Preaching of 
the Croſs. 1 Cor. 1,18.Bat there bath been of old, 


and ſtill are ſuchTeachers as are Enemies unto it. 


\ There wereTeachers in the very Primitive times, 


that carried on a deſign againſt the Croſs of 
Chriſt. Gal. 6. 12, 13. As many 4s maks a fair 
ſhew in the Fleſh, they conſtrain you to be Cir- 
cumciſed, only leſt they ſhould ſuffer Perſecution 
for the Croſs of Chriſt, They did Preach Cir- 
cumcifion, and practice Circumcifion on pur- 
poſe .to avoid Perſecution tor the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, Their deſign was to obtain the' Jews 
favour , by ſhewing themſelves zealous fol- 
lowers of their Ceremonies, and to avoid 
the hatred and ſufferings which the Do&rine 
of Chriſt brings along with it, to the like- 
neſs and communions of his own Sufferings. 
Tf the Galatians would hearken to theſe men, 
they would ſhew them a way to eſcape Perſe- 
cution , and to paſs by the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
and there are many of the ſame Make in 
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our times, who Preach up Conformity to avoid 
Perſecution, and wall S1gn with the Sign of th2 
Croſs, becauſe they wall aot take up the Crots, 
and ſaffer Perſecution for the Crois of Chiift ; 
that will receive the Mark of the Bealt, that they 
may eſcape the Rage of the Beaſt, and may buy, 
and ſell, and get profit by the Beaſt. 

There are two or three DoEtrines taught, which 
if hearxned unto, and received, will keep you 
from Perſecution, and enduting hardneſs in 
Chrifts Service. 

Firſt, Thatwe maſt be of the Religion with the 


_ | Magiſtrate, and obey the Higher Powers Active- 


ly, in matter of Religion. If this were true Doc- 
erine,then all the7en7ribes 0nght to have contor- 
med to Feroboams 1dolatroxs Golden Calves wnich 
he ſet up in Dan, and Berhe/. Then the Three 
Children ought to have Worſhiped Vebachad- 
nez.zars Image ; And Daniel! forborn Prayer tor 
Thirty dayes, Then a Traveller might change 
his Religion, as often as the Moon changeth,and 
be a Mahometan in Turky, 2 Papiſt 10 Spain, and 
a Proteſtant at large in England, Then they that 
lived before us in Xing Henry the Eighth's time, 
onght to have been Papiſts; and in King Edzwards 
time, turn Proteſtants . and under Queen M ary, 
to be Papifts again; and in Queen Elizabeth; 
time, face-about, and be Prozeftants at laſt, 


Secondly, That we muſt Conform to the Doc- 
trine of the Church, and to the Orders and Cere- 
monies of the Church ; That the Church hath 
Power to Create Ceremonies,and we muſt Con- 
K k form 
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form to them, &c, This is DoRzine that will 
bring you to be at Peace with the Beaſt ,by ſhif= 
ting the Croſs of Chriſt ; and if you receive ſuch 
Do&triine as this, you will not endure hardneſs 
for Chriſt. If the Old-Teſtament,and Nei Teſta» 
ment-believers; If the Primitive, and Modern 
C onfeſſor5 and Martyrs,would have received ſuch 
unſcriptural DoEtrine as this, they might have 
ſaved themſelves from thoſe grievous and hard 
things, that they ſuffered forthe Truths of God. 
They were only for the Word of God, and that 
was the Teftimony they held, and Sealed with 
their Blood, 


When Rebert Opvier a Martyr with his Wife 
and tio Ch'ld:en, were brought before the Ma- 
giftrates, they ſaid unto the Priſoners, It 18 told 
us,that you never come to AZaſ; ; yea, and alſo, 
that you Difſwade others from coming thereto ; 
and that you maintain Conventicles an your 
Houſes. To this he Anſwers-: © Whereas,you 
&« lay to my Charge, that I 20 not to Ja/ſc,I 
<c refuſe ſo to do indeed, becauſe the death and 
(© Precious Blood of the Son of God, and his Sa- 
* crifice,is utterly aboliſhed there, and trodden 
* under foot , for Chriſt by one Sacrifice hath 
e perfetted fod ever, them that are Santtified, 
* Heb.10.14, The Maſs is the meer Inventi- 
* ons of men, and you know what Chriſt ſaith 
© Mat. 15. 9. In vain ds they Worſhip mes 
** teaching fur Dofrines the Commandments of 
& men. Andas for the Second Accuſation, I 
*© cannot, nor will deny, but there have met 

together 
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& together in. my Houſe honeſt People, fearing 
& God, for the advancement of Gods Glory, and 
© the good of many, and not to wrong any, I 
© knew uideed that the Emperour had ſoibid it, 
6 but whatthen ? I kney alſo that Chrift in his 
* Goipel hach commanded it.. Afar. 18. 20. 
© tbere tn0 or three are gathered rogether in my 
& Name, there (ſaith he} am 1 inthe midſt of 
& them. Thus you ſee I could not well obey the 
* Emperour, but T muſt diſobey Chriſt ; In this 
&« Caſe, / chuſe rather to obey my God, than Man 

O take heed then of thoſe Do&trines that are 
againſt the Croſs of Chriſt, as theſe ſuffering Ser- 
vants of the Lord did ! 

Mr. Latimer, in his Letter to Dr. Ridly, hath 
this paflage, Ler. them not deceive you with their 
Sopbiſtical' Sophiſms and Fallacies ; you know that 
falſe things may have more appearance of truth, 
than things thas be moſt true 5 Remember Pauls 
wats b=mora', Let no wan deceive you with likeli- 
weſs of ſpeech ; Fear of Death duth perſnade « 
great namber, beware of that Argument. 


Ah Soldiers of Chriſt ! ifever you will endure 
nardneſs for Chriſt, beware of theſe Enemies of 
the Croſs, 

Nineteenth, Chear up to your Souls, a Co- 
venant Intereſt in Chriſt. The more you know 
the Lord to be yours, . the better will you 
bear Afflitions, and endure hardneſs” in his 
Ways, This was the beſt Anchor-hold , the 
Prophet Jeremiah had to ride ont, and hold faſt 


by, 1n thoſe grievous AfiiCtions of the Church, 
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Toll. Meum, £49+3+24. The lord ws my Portiomſaith my Soul, 
toe Derm, therefore wil 1 hope in hin, This made Pas/to 
Tae away arcon all things but dang and dreſs, for the Ex- 
__— G*d> cellency of Chriſt Feſus bis Lord, for whom be had 
God hienfete? ſuffered the loſs of all things, Phil. 3. $. Ah! 
in regard of © at will be too good to lote tor Chriſt? Or, what 
Comfort. Wall be thought roo much to part with forChriſt, if 
D. Stbs. you can ſay that it 18 for Chriſt Jsſus my Lord ? 
S. Conflicl. Our Gecd(ſaid the Three Children) zbows ze ſerve 
& able to deliver, &C, Dan. 3. 

If wecan.ſay with Keyſer the Afartyr (at the 
Stake) O 7eſas, [ am thine, have merey upon me, 
and ſave ms; How will it enable to face the 


Fer: Domar, 
feri, nam a pcc- 
catis avſolutu; 


thes Flames, and endure the Pains? This brought 
Strike Lord, Pan! to ſtand Equipoiſe, like the Beam ot a 
ſtrike, for I Þallance, Phi/. 1. 21, 22,23. For me to lives 
am ablolved 7 Chriſt, and ts dye i gainy &c. This made 


trom my Sins, 


=" 406" Paulinus to ſays When his City, Go/d, Silver, and 


all be had was takes away, Lord, les not. the loſs of 
theſe things trouble me. This made "Peter the 
Apoſile, at his Crucifixion , and Lambert the 
Martyr, in the midft of the Fire, to cry out, None 
bu Chriſt, none buc Ckrift, nothing but Chriſt. 


Twentieth, Look at Chriſts preſence with you 
in the midſt, and greateſt of all your ſufferings ; 
and that 18 another good means to prop and bear 
up your Spirirs mder all the hardneſs that you can 
endure. - 1/a. 43. 2. When thou paſſeſt throrgh 
the M4 aters, I wil be with thee, and through the 
Rivers, they jhal n«t overflow thee ; mben thou 
walhe/t through the Fire, tha ſhait not be burnt, 
vetther ſhall the Flames kindle upon thee. He _— 


(253) 
be with you to a& ſuitable for you,to ſiccotir you , 
to comfort yon, to ſtrengthen you, to proteR, to 
preſerye and deliver 'you, &c, David would * 
notbe diſmayed, becauſe. of this, Þſal. 23, 4- 
Tea, though I walk through the valley of the ſha= 
dow f death, [ _ not - : for thou art _ 
we, tby Rod and thy Staff, they comfort we” He yn, | 
was with Noab in the Oe” Wi Fob on the — 
Dang bill; With Jeremiah in the Dangeon ; ferie, quan abe 
With the Three Chi/dren in the Fiery Fornace; [#%e Do in 
With Danie/ in the Den ; With the Apoft/es Mm Cielo, Luthete 
the Priſos ; He was with the Afartyrs in the 
Biſhops Cole-bouſe, and inother noiſom Priſons; 
And was with them at the Srake, in the midſt of 
the Flame, He is with ns inthe Combat, ſaith 
one. O ſaid A/gerjm, How eafie and ſmeet is the 
Lords yoke ? Learn ye mell, beloved , bow Amiable 
the Lord is, how Meck and Merciful, who viſueth 
his Servants in T emptations ; neither diſdaineth 
he to keep company mitE us in ſuch vile and ſtink- 
ing Caves, &Cc. | 
Laſtly, Study the many Obligations that 
lye upon you to eudure hardneſs. There be 
Otligations that lye upon you from the Pre- 
cepts, from the Promiſes, from Ordinances, 
from Providences, from- the Word, from the 
Rod, from the Love of Chriſt, from the Blood 
of Chriſt, from the Spirit of Chriſt, from the 
Intereſt of Chriſt : And you have obliged 
your ſelves to Chriſt ; you hav= Promiſed, 
and Covenanted to endure hardneſs ; Remem- 
ber that the Vows of God are vpon you : And 
when ever Chrift calls you forth to ſufferings, = 
ready 
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ready to anſwer theſe Obligapo ns, and ſay with 
| Aft. and Mor. godly Philpet, going tothe Stake, 7 will pay my 
| V0ls 3, P- $93* LY ons in 7A; Smithfield. And wath David, 
Pſal. 116. 18. / will pay myVows uno thee O 


Lord. 


